
Seventh Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                                                                                16 May 2021 
 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, May 15 
5:30pm – Thomas Gavin  
                 by Harold and Kathleen Hogstrom 
 
Sunday, May 16 
8:00am – Pro populo 
10:00am –  
 
Monday, May 17 
8:00am  –  Jerry McManus by wife, Sally 
 
Tuesday, May 18 
8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods  
 
Wednesday, May 19 
8:00am  - Joe Gawlik by wife, Helen 
 
Thursday, May 20 
8:00am  - Wilhelm Furtwangler  
                 by Ingrid Hennig Cabral 
 
Friday, May 21 
8:00am  - Grace Smith (90th BD) 
                by Mark Templeton 
 
Saturday, May 22 
5:30pm –  Paul Sittenfeld 
                 by Mark and Freddie Templeton 
 
Sunday, May 23 
8:00am –  
10:00am – Pro populo 

 
Let us remember in prayer: 

all the sick, the dying, 
 and those who care for them. 

 
Dear All,  
   
Shortly after his election, Pope Francis was asked 
to describe himself.  His answer was a 
classic.  First; a sinner.  
   
Granted all the attacks that the Church has suffered 
over the centuries because of ‘bad popes’ and, 
more recently, bad priests, this answer seems to fly 
in the face of everything we have been taught to 
think about Christianity and the Catholic Church in 
particular.  
   
Certainly, there was a time when (tho’ I do not 
recall it) ‘fire and brimstone’ and the ‘fear of God’ 
were the Sunday morning fare of a lot of 
parishes.  That resulted (tho’ I don’t recall this 
either) in a mass exodus (two puns in a row!) in 
favor of a ‘healthier’ kind of ‘religion lite’ that 
taught us to feel good, to embrace our rights and to 
avoid anything but unconditional love.  
   
Now, I am not fond of confessing and I try not to 
preach sermons that I don’t want to 
hear.  Moreover, I am absolutely convinced that 
God is greater in his love for us than our sins are in 
the damage they do to our egos.  So, I feel 
compelled to take a bit of time and paper to discuss 
the question of human sinfulness.  
   
First of all, there is original sin.  With or without a 
detailed analysis of the shortcomings of our 
progenitors, this doctrine asserts that the world and 
all the humans in it are not perfect.  Even hardcore, 
atheist evolutionists believe this!  What disturbs us 
is the idea that maybe we should feel guilty about 
what someone else did (this is the original refusal 
to consider the righteousness of 
‘reparations’).  But, on the other hand, the word sin 
suggests that the human will has some role to play 
in bettering or abetting the further decline of the 
world (this is the mindset of the ‘climate concern’ 
folk).  
   
 

 
 
 
Then comes personal sin; the things I do or don’t 
do that I should or should not do but do or do not 
anyway.  Some folks reject this doctrine in favor of 
a psychological approach that believes all our 
actions are the result of deeply imbedded forces 
determining all our actions (Freud is the poster boy 
of this school).  Others, dou bting our ability to 
know enough to know what is right or wrong in any 
given situation, profess agnosticism (an oxymoron) 
in the realm of morality.  A third group, is pretty 
certain that every human action, tainted inevitably 
by self-interest, falls short of praiseworthiness (this 
is classical Reformation thinking on the ‘bondage 
of the will’).  The last group, Darwinians of a sort, 
say that there is no such thing as morality; only the 
culture exists and, as it changes, so too does our 
concept of right and wrong (morality is an illusion 
created by a cabal of arbiters in order to enslave a 
herd of mindless consumers).  
   
It is worth noting that each of these ‘feel good’ 
schools of thought has picked on one element in the 
classical treatments (pre-reformation) of sin and 
righteousness in order to set the human actor free 
of any responsibility or blame or self-
recrimination.  But, if you pay close attention to the 
arguments presented you begin to realize that 
denying just one element, leaves you prey to any or 
all of the others!  And all of them leave you stuck 
in your own mess.  
   
Really and truly and sinfully yours, 
tm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Catholic Communication Collection will 
be held this weekend, May 15 and 16th.  
Envelopes for this cause are available at 

the exit from the Church. 
 

Totus Tuus Summer Camp  
at Christ the King in Rutland 

Totus Tuus is a faith, fun, and prayer-full 
week dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting the Catholic Faith through 
evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and 
Eucharistic worship. Our program assists parents 
and parishes in the evangelizing and catechizing of 
their youth by supplementing the work they are 
currently doing. 
Christ the King parish is thrilled to host Totus Tuus 
again this year the week of June 20th! Totus Tuus 
is for children grades 1-12. Grades 1-8 meet 
Monday-Friday 9AM-3PM and the High Schoolers 
Sunday-Thursday 7-9PM. 
More information can be found 
here: https://rwcatholic.org/totus-tuus-2021  
 
 
 

VNA & HOSPICE  
will provide the training, 

YOUR BRING THE HEART 
 

Maybe you’ve had a personal experience with 
hospice and want to give back. Perhaps you are a 
student looking to complete community service 
hours or maybe you simply have a heart for caring. 
Hospice volunteers are special. They provide 
invaluable support and in-home care to patients 
and their families. No matter what your reason for 
choosing to help us, we’re eager to find a volunteer 
opportunity that fits with your interests, 
availability and talents. Join us for our next training 
in-person on Sunday, June 13th from 8am - 4pm. 
Proof of full COVID vaccination and 
preregistration required. For more information, 
please call Mary at 802.442.0540 or email 
marypleasant@vnahsr.org 

https://rwcatholic.org/totus-tuus-2021

