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Saturday, May 29 
5:30pm –  Ron Bernasconi by the Family 
 
Sunday, May 30 
8:00am – Pro populo 
10:00am –  Marjorie Maas by the Family 
 
Monday, May 31 
8:00am  –  Sandeep Roychowdhury (H) by Joan 
and Stephen Munroe 
 
Tuesday, June 1 
8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods  
 
Wednesday, June 2 
8:00am  John Rich by Tom and Vicki Lenz 
 
Thursday, June 3 
8:00am  - Konrad Adenauer by Ingrid Hennig 
Cabral 
 
Friday, June 4 
8:00am  - Marguerite Olsen by Mark and Freddie 
Templeton 
 
Saturday, June 5 
5:30pm –  Paul Leubert by daughter, Carolyn 
Smith 
 
Sunday, June 6 
8:00am – Pro populo 
10:00am –  Larry Washburn by Wife, Sue 

 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
all the sick, the dying, 

 and those who care for them. 

 
Dear All,  
   
With the distinction between sin and guilt firmly under 
our belts, it becomes really easier – or not – to 
understand how it is that the Church can love sinners 
while hating sin.  Not all of those who do bad things 
(sins) are bad people (guilty).  But, contrary to 
contemporary, feel-good, therapeutic models, good 
people do not think that doing bad things leaves them 
good.  
   
This necessitates another distinction: the public forum 
and the forum of conscience.  Because bad deeds 
cannot become good, how much damage is done to the 
goodness of one who acts badly?  This is the question 
that creates the necessity of a place in which to examine 
the conscience of evildoers – the confessional.  In that 
setting those who have done wrong are invited to submit 
their actions to the judgments of the Church (in the 
person of the priest), not just in their objectivity, but in 
all the circumstances – internal and external – in which 
the action was performed.  
   
If you recall all the politicians and other public figures 
who proclaim that they never intended the effects of 
their actions, you get some idea of what this is 
about.  Intentions count; so too do fears, and pressures 
and fatigue and early influences and all the things that 
make people say sin is unreal.  Except that the Church 
says sin is real; guilt – maybe not so much.  
   
Why involve the Church in this matter?  It’s simple: 
forgiveness.  
   
As we know, the media are merciless; so too are certain 
victims and, as a rule, the judicial/penal system.  Only 
the Church maintains that a sinner can be forgiven and 
set once more on the road to saintliness – no matter the 
sin!  A sinner can be welcomed back into the fellowship 
of the Church, not because he has mended his ways or 
paid his debt to society, but because he wishes to do so 
and cannot  
do so without the help and support and the assurance of 
a new start that the Church offers.  
   
I cannot tell you how desperately I have needed and 
joyfully received this ministry.  And today, after almost  
 
fifty years, I still count hearing confessions amongst the 
greatest joys of the priesthood.  The forgiven sinner is 
the happiest guy in the world.  It is a treat to be able to  

 
 
make someone happy.  It is for the sake of this joy that 
the Son of God came into the world and endured the 
agonies that sinful men inflicted on him.  
   
Why all these distinctions?  Why all this hedging and 
uncertainty?  After two millennia in business, the 
Church knows that human beings are extraordinarily 
complex.  Any monochrome depiction of a human 
being is just plain wrong.  So, forgiveness is more 
possible as complexity is more real; this is a pragmatic 
approach to pastoral care.  But the objective wrongness 
of wrong behavior is a necessary assumption if one is to 
teach a world the difference between right and wrong.  
   
Those who most object to the Church as a moral 
instructor are those who have never known her as a 
spiritual friend.  Those who have known her as a 
spiritual friend crowd ‘round to learn, not about what is 
wrong, but about what to do after a new start.  
   
Really and truly and mercifully yours,  
tm  
 
 

VNA & HOSPICE  
will provide the training, 

YOU BRING THE HEART 
 

Maybe you’ve had a personal experience with 
hospice and want to give back. Perhaps you are a 
student looking to complete community service 
hours or maybe you simply have a heart for caring. 
Hospice volunteers are special. They provide 
invaluable support and in-home care to patients 
and their families. No matter what your reason for 
choosing to help us, we’re eager to find a volunteer 
opportunity that fits with your interests, 
availability and talents. Join us for our next training 
in-person on Sunday, June 13th from 8am - 4pm. 
Proof of full COVID vaccination and 
preregistration required. For more information, 
please call Mary at 802.442.0540 or email 
marypleasant@vnahsr.org 

 
 
 
 

 
BISHOP ANNUAL APPEAL 

During the height of the pandemic, when our 
churches were closed, the Diocese was able to 
livestream more than 200 faith activities to keep us 
all connected, including daily and Sunday  
Mass, daily rosary and Adoration, bible study, 
book club, retreats and so much more.  This was 
possible because of your gift to the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. On June 13 and 14 we will be 
asking you in Mass to make a gift or pledge this 
year to help us reach our reduced goal of 
$62,666.10.  Please help us reach our goal and 
strengthen our Catholic Church in Vermont. To 
learn more or make a gift online visit: 
bishopsappealvt.org 

 
 

5-Day Directed Retreat 
The Society of St. Edmund will be conducting a 5-
Day Directed Retreat in the Ignatian tradition from 
Sunday June 20 to Friday June 25, 2021 at St. 
Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Motte. The retreat begins 
at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 20 and concludes 
with lunch on Friday, June 25. The cost is $525 per 
person which includes private room and all meals. 
A $250 non-refundable deposit is due with 
application which can be obtained by calling 
Nancy Dulude at (802) 928-3362 or via email at 
ndulude@sse.org. Space is limited.  
 
 

Totus Tuus Summer Camp  
at Christ the King in Rutland 

Totus Tuus is a faith, fun, and prayer-full 
week dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting the Catholic Faith through 
evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and 
Eucharistic worship. Christ the King parish is thrilled 
to host Totus Tuus again this year the week of June 
20th! Totus Tuus is for children grades 1-12. Grades 
1-8 meet Monday-Friday 9AM-3PM and the High 
Schoolers Sunday-Thursday 7-9PM 
More information can be found 
here: https://rwcatholic.org/totus-tuus-2021 

mailto:ndulude@sse.org
https://rwcatholic.org/totus-tuus-2021

