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Saturday, June 5 
5:30pm –  Paul Leubert  
                 by daughter, Carolyn Smith 
 
Sunday, June 6 
8:00am – Pro populo 
10:00am –  Larry Washburn by wife, Sue 
 
Monday, June 7 
8:00am  –  Katherine O’Keefe  
                  by John and Barbara O’Keefe 
 
Tuesday, June 8 
8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods  
 
Wednesday, June 9 
8:00am   Daniel Kim by Ingrid Hennig Cabral 
 
Thursday, June 10 
8:00am  -   Sandeep Roychowdhury (H)  
                  by Joan and Stephen Munroe                
 
Friday, June 11 
8:00am  - Chris Lenz by Tom and Vicki Lenz  
 
Saturday, June 12 
5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 
Sunday, June 13 
8:00am – Pro populo 
10:00am –  Pam King by Sylvia Jolivette 
 

 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
all the sick, the dying, 

 and those who care for them. 
 

Dear All,  
 
In summary, on the topic of sin:  
   
It is real. No matter the culture of the sinner or his 
talents or deficits, a sinner is someone who has 
done what he should not have done or failed to do 
what he should have done. 
 
Not every sinner, even if each has committed the 
same sin, is equally guilty. Here is where cultural 
conditioning, rearing, intellectual and physical 
abilities come into play as factors which increase 
or mitigate guilt. 
 
Thus, the Church publicly condemns sins, but 
privately, in the Sacrament of Penance, acts to 
assess the guilt of the sinner, to pardon repented 
misdeeds and to discern the most appropriate 
means by which the sinner can move onto the road 
that leads to sanctity. 
  
The Church may seem to be in an ambiguous 
position.  Can the condemner also be the 
pardoner?  Can the Church actually pardon in the 
Name of God?  Can the Church actually pardon 
when a victim of sin had not yet pardoned or been 
given the opportunity to pardon? 
  
What the Church actually says and does, though, is 
based on her understanding of the right relationship 
between God and is creatures and the implications 
of that right relationship on the creatures’ 
relationships with each other.  There are some who 
would challenge the right of the Church to speak 
condemnation or pardon in the name of God.  But, 
to do so, these challengers must redefine God and 
his will and God’s role in human society … in other 
words, they must become an alternate church!  And 
whence their right to do so?  
 
As the Church, along with academia and social 
sciences and governmental institutions, confronts 
human history, she inevitably becomes aware that 
changes in human knowledge and human attitudes 
need to be addressed in light of her own overriding 
commitment to God.  Sometimes this results in a  

 
‘stricter’ understanding of the sinfulness of certain 
acts; other times, the opposite.  In either case, there 
is no doubt that the listing of ‘sins’ will be longer 
in some ages and places than in others. 
 
Should this be?  Well, humans change as they grow 
and age; so, too, do their capacities and their 
abilities to do wrong.  A child’s examination of 
conscience is not appropriate for a mature adult or 
a ‘senior citizen’.  We are face to face, once more, 
with the reality that times and circumstance can 
deepen or mitigate guilt.  But absence of guilt does 
not mean absence of sin.  And for a saint, absence 
of sin does not mean absence of guilt.  From the 
one who has, more will be expected.  
   
Always, of course, the hope for last word in the 
Church’s dialog with sinners is “You are 
forgiven”.  If the last word is one of condemnation, 
then the Church has not succeeded at 
demonstrating the desirability of holiness or the 
sinner has been so far gone in sin as to be deaf to 
all but his own willfulness. 
    
Really and truly and sinfully, but forgivably yours,  
tm  
 

VNA & HOSPICE  
will provide the training, 

YOU BRING THE HEART 
Maybe you’ve had a personal experience with 
hospice and want to give back. Perhaps you are a 
student looking to complete community service 
hours or maybe you simply have a heart for caring. 
Hospice volunteers are special. They provide 
invaluable support and in-home care to patients 
and their families. No matter what your reason for 
choosing to help us, we’re eager to find a volunteer 
opportunity that fits with your interests, 
availability and talents. Join us for our next training 
in-person on Sunday, June 13th from 8am - 4pm. 
Proof of full COVID vaccination and 
preregistration required. For more information, 
please call Mary at 802.442.0540 or email 
marypleasant@vnahsr.org 

 
 

BISHOP ANNUAL APPEAL 
In this Year of St. Joseph, we celebrate Joseph’s 
embrace of God’s most precious gift, Jesus. He 
nurtured and protected Jesus as his own son no 
matter the sacrifice. We too as members of the 
Catholic Church are also called to nurture and 
protect God’s most precious gift and share the 
Good News that we are all saved through his only 
son, Jesus Christ. Through the faith formation 
ministries of the Diocese, we are spreading the 
Good News to the next generation. Please 
prayerfully consider making a gift or pledge to 
support faith formation programs, such as religious 
education and Catholic schools. To learn more 
visit: bishopsappealvt.org 

 

 
From the management: 
  

CHURCH PARKING LOT DRIVEWAY 
A number of older parishioners have asked me to 
address the bad habits of some parishioners who 
choose, despite clear signage to enter the parking 
lot by the ‘do not enter’ driveway.  This is not mere 
petty legalism; it arises from a real concern for their 
safety and the safety of their contemporaries.  The 
driveway and the junction of the parking lot and the 
walk up to the Church and the potential for a 
misstep or stumble or fall beneath the wheels of 
vehicle that is not supposed to be there create a 
perfect possibility that something tragic will 
happen.  I have addressed this topic privately with 
those offenders whom I can identify, only to be 
blown off.   Let this notice make it clear that this is 
not just me being my usual snotty self.  It is a 
matter of public safety and, as such, a matter of 
conscience.  
 

 
 




