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Saturday, July 3 

5:30pm –  Gawlik & McCarren Families  

                 by Helen Gawlik 

                                                      

Sunday, July 4 

8:00am – Jack & Frieda Flack 

                by Harold & Kathleen Hogstrom 

10:00am – Pro populo 

 

Monday, July 5 

8:00am  –  Sandeep Roychowdhury   

                  by Joan and Stephen Munroe    

             

 Tuesday, July 6 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods  

 

Wednesday, July 7 

8:00am  -   Kevin Willis Thibeault 

                   by Ted and JoAnn Rappahahn 

 

Thursday, July 8 

8:00am  -  The soul in most need of our prayers 

 

Friday, July 9 

8:00am  -  Patricia Lukas by Mary Zullo 

 

Saturday, July 10 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 

                                                      

Sunday, July 11 

8:00am – Richard Walters by Ann Walters 

10:00am – Deceased Members of Rooney Family  

                  by Alberta Harrington 
 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 

all the sick, the dying, 

 and those who care for them. 

 

Dear All,  
 

In recent weeks I have been talking with any 

number of folks who judge that they are under 

attack.  Gun owners feel attacked by those who 

think a right to civil rest is more important than a 

right to own a gun; those who ‘started with nothing 

and earned everything they have’, feel attacked 

those who would think that some sort of 

reparations are due to the children of parents 

unjustly deprived of access to ‘the good life’; those 

have been the objects of systemic (if not 

systematic) oppression for centuries want history 

to be told from their side; and on and on and on …. 

Feeling attacked, they expectably feel fearful and 

defensive; fear and defense easily morph into 

anger.  
 

Since I wrote a couple weeks ago about the 

obligation of those who are comfortable to listen 

with their hearts to the heart cries of those who are 

in pain, I feel obliged by evenhandedness to 

address, not the rights, but the obligations of those 

who have been hurt.  
 

For you see, unless we wish to use studied history 

to beat each other up, we must all take 

responsibility for building up a new future in which 

peace and justice and mutual respect prevail.  
 

From Christ’s point of view the obligation of an 

injured party is one, and simple to name, at that: 

pardon.  Indeed, he warns prayers of ‘the Lord’s 

Prayer’ that they cannot expect forgiveness for 

their own sins unless the first forgive the offenses 

done to them by others.  
 

More than that, he models just this kind of 

forgiveness as he hangs on the cross.  
 

How can this be!  
 

Well, think of this:  when every good thing has 

been taken away from someone and even the 

means of revenge have been stripped off, what  
 

actual power does that person have, except the 

power to forgive.  To set the offender free of his  

 

offenses and, thus, from the defensiveness and 

anger that make him even more offensive than he 

was.  
 

Notice that it is no one’s task – and certainly not 

their privilege – to call wrong right.  But it is only 

of himself that Jesus ever said that someone had to 

die to ‘ransom another’.  
 

Sometimes the world can feel like a ‘circular firing 

squad’ or a ‘mexican standoff’ (why that ethnic 

‘slur’?); everyone had declared someone else 

guilty and deserving of punishment.  There can be 

no peace or common good in such a world unless 

forgiveness replaces fear and anger and a desire for 

revenge (even if we call it justice).  
 

All this thinking, about the obligations of the 

victimizers, the victims and the (maybe only 

hypothetical) innocents lies in the Sermon on the 

Mount:  Blessed are the peacemakers; they shall be 

called sons of God.  
 

When no one seems to be able to defend himself, 

maybe it makes greatest sense to seek an alliance 

with the Son in his work of SHALOM.  
 

Really and truly and peacefully (for now) yours, 

tm 

 

Parish Volunteers Needed 

to Staff CFC in August 
As usual every year, our parish has responsibility 

for staffing the Community Food Cupboard in 

August (and April). This August, we'll need three 

volunteers on Wednesday afternoons (1:45-4:15 

p.m.), Aug. 4, 11, 18 & 25 and on Thursdays (9:45-

noon & 1:45-4:15), Aug. 5, 12, 19 & 26. 

Volunteers should be able to stand for two hours 

and to carry boxes that could weigh as much as 25 

lbs. Masks are only required for people who are not 

vaccinated.  

Sign up and/or get more information, contact Sue 

Washburn, 325-3525 - sswashburn@gmail.com 

Many thanks to our volunteers who are helping our 

neighbors at CFC. 

 

 
 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…”  

Matthew 35:25 
 

Central to the mission of the Catholic Church is 
caring for the most vulnerable among us.  The 
Bishop’s Appeal supports emergency aid to 
members of our parish and the larger community 
who are in financial crisis. People like John and 
Maggie who have five children under the age of 
16. During Covid, Maggie had to quit her job to 
stay home with the children when the schools shut 
down and John’s hours were cut back. The 
emergency aid program was able to help pay back 
rent during this temporary crisis. Please consider 
a gift to the Bishop’s Appeal so we can continue to 
help families like John and Maggie. To learn more 
visit: bishopsappealvt.org. 
 

To make a gift visit: bishopsappealvt.org 

 

 

We Pray For Our Priests. 
We pray especially for our Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, our Bishop Christopher Coyne, our Pastor, 

Father Tom Mattison, the priests in this Diocese, 

and the many priests who served our Parish 

throughout the past years. 
 

Heavenly Father, we ask that you continue to 

bless our priests with wisdom and courage so that 

they may bring the light of Christ to all those to 

whom they minister.  Keep within them a bright 

and firm hope and never let them feel distant from 

You.  Bless them with good health and surround 

them with loving friends.  Lighten their burden.  

Grant them your peace and constant protection.  

Amen. 

mailto:sswashburn@gmail.com

