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Saturday, November 13 

5:30pm –  Deceased Members of  McCarren and    

                 Gawlik Families by Helen Gawlik 
 

Sunday, November 14 

8:00am – Pro populo  

10:00am – June Holbrook by Nancy Black 
 

Monday, November 15 

8:00am  – Special Healing Needs of Robert and  

                 Sheila Blair by Tom and Vicki Lenz 
 

Tuesday, November 16 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

Wednesday, November 17 

8:00am  - All Souls Intentions 
 

Thursday, November 18 

8:00am  -   
 

Friday, November 19 

8:00am  - Alice Pecella by Margie Pritchard 
 

Saturday, November 20 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 

Sunday, November 21 

8:00am  –  Tara Dowden  

                  by Frank and Grace Sutton  

10:00am – Kenneth R. Smith by wife, Grace 

                  and Family 
 

 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick 

The Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them 

 

 
Dear All,  

 

For almost all of history it was pretty clear that a 

person who stopped breathing or whose heart stopped 

beating was dead.  Modern medical technology has 

raised significant challenges to this ancient common 

sense.  The short form of all these challenges reads 

something like:  When is machine-supported life not 
life?  A slightly different form of the question might 

read:  When is mechanical support for life required?  

 

You will certainly notice that the questions do not ask 

about the desirability of mechanical 

intervention.  Desire is a motivator of human 

behavior, but it is not a determinator of morality.  It 

is not wrong to want a preacher to hush up and sit 

down: it is wrong to shoot him as a way of silencing 

him.  

 

This issue of the power of desire to make a thing right 

or wrong is at the heart of multiple conflicts between 

the Catholic Church and the contemporary world.  If 
choice is all that determines the difference between 
life and death, why is there any other consideration 
than what the desirer chooses?  

 

The ultimate answer to this question lies in the 

answer to another question:  By whose will does life 
begin?  More specifically: By whose will did this 
particular life begin?  

 

The Church’s answer about the source of life has 

always been God’s infallibly loving will.  And so, from 

the Church’s point of view, a life-or-death decision 

always involves the human decision-maker in a 

dialog with the divine decision-maker.  The human 

decider’s feelings, motives, about his or her own life 

or the life of another may be very real to the human, 

but they certainly do not have the same weight as the 

infallibly loving will of God that brought this life to 

be.  This certainty is all the clearer, when the motives 

of the human decider are other than infallibly loving.  

 

Suppose the dying person has given explicit 
directions about his ‘end of life’ wishes?  

 

 

 

Contemporary legal thinking gives absolute 

determining force to these wishes.  But, and this is a 

huge but, those wishes may or may not correspond to 

the infallibly loving wish of God.  In that case, what 

is legally beyond controversy, may well be morally 

dubious or, even wrong.  

 

I once had a Methodist Clergyman friend who 

confessed that, as he got older he got surer that he 

wanted to be a Catholic – not because he cared about 

the usual issues of doctrine or discipline, but because 

his atheist wife came from a long line of ‘plug-

pullers’!  

 

The real resolver of such life and death issues is 

infallible love.  That may or may not be a really clear 

practical guide in every situation.  But it certainly 

does provide litmus test and a hedge against a 

creeping endorsement of whatever self-love suggests 

to the decider.  

 

An atheist’s certainty about the existence of God does 

not change the objective selfishness of a decider’s 

decision.  The agnostic’s puzzlement over a love that 

is too inscrutable does not empower the very clear 

commands of selfishness.  

 

Clearly, to leave God out of the decision making 

process, leaves only human selfishness to govern a 

minefield.  

 

Really and truly and decidedly yours, tm  
 

 

Opportunities for Charity abound 

during the coming month: 
 

Next Sunday, Nov 21 –  

Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development  
 

 

No Thanksgiving Dinner this year. 
Thank you for all your generosities over the 

years. The future of this event lies in the 
will of those who might lead it. 

 
 

The month of November is the Month of 
Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory. 

 During this month a number of Masses will be offered 

for the deceased whose names you have listed on the 

All Souls’ Day remembrance envelopes.     Additional 

envelopes are available at the entrance to the Church.                                                               

 
 

DONORS NEEDED FOR IFC 
The Interfaith Council of the Northshire (IFC) will 

be holding an online auction to benefit our 

Emergency Needs Fund which provides thousands 

of dollars of assistance to those who are 

experiencing financial hardship.   
 

As an active member of the IFC, Christ Our Savior  

Parish is asking congregants to consider donating 

new (purchased or regifted) items and/or gift cards 

that could generate vigorous bidding during the 

auction which will be held online from November 

29 to December 9.  
 

Potential donors are asked to call Lori Hong (609-

709-496) or Phyllis Warren (802-375-6440) if they 

are interested in adding to the array of auction 

items. 
 
 

                    

 

The Christ Our Hope: 

Building a Vibrant Church! 
Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior 

Parish is 29% to its goal of $259,547. Thank you! 

 

To learn more about the campaign or to make a gift 

visit:  www.christourhopevt.org  
 

 

 
 

New name for our website 

https://christoursavior.vermontcatholic.org 
 

http://www.christourhopevt.org/
https://christoursavior.vermontcatholic.org/

