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Saturday, November 20 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 

Sunday, November 21 

8:00am  –  Tara Dowden  

by Frank and Grace Sutton  

10:00am – Kenneth R. Smith by wife, Grace 

and Family 

Monday, November 22 

8:00am  – Olga Carboni by Sylvia Jolivette 

Tuesday, November 23 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 

Wednesday, November 24 

8:00am  - Alice Wey by Ray and Carolyn Smith 

)()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()(

THANKSGIVING 

10:00am  -  All Souls Intentions 

)()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()( 

Friday, November 26 

8:00am  - Joe Pat Gracey 

by Mary Pisaniello & Steve Riederer 

Saturday, November 27 

5:30pm –  Ed Sossi by wife, Marie 

Sunday, November 28 

8:00am  –  Pro populo  

10:00am – Norm Champine 

by Michael and Eleanor Murno 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn, especially the families of 

Noel Coniglio and Katherine Sendra, long-time 

parishioners who departed this life this week 

Dear All,  

I set out to clarify and explain the Church’s 

discipline on the practice of cremation.  But I find 

myself upside down in the clash between the 

Church and contemporary culture on the value of 

bodily existence.  

It can seem to some that the Church which 

commands periodic fasting and abstinence and 

encourages chastity is somehow anti-

body.  Indeed, it can almost seem that the Church 

is pro-suffering.  Let me acknowledge that view 

before I explain how it is that the Catholic Church 

is the most ‘pro-body’ organization in the western 

world.  

The Catholic Church asserts without 

embarrassment that neither the body nor the soul is 

to be preferred to the other.  Indeed, a reasonable 

and reasoned respect for the Creator of both will 

lead one to recognize that body and soul are 

partners – not competitors – in the service of 

God.  Such a partnership will not be easy to achieve 

when hunger gnaws at the belly; the spirit will have 

to wait.  But it is never right to say that abusing the 

body is good for the soul or death of the body and 

spiritual good.  Nor is it ever wrong to seek to 

harmonize body and soul in the accomplishing of 

God’s will in the world.  

Notice that the harmony I speak of is a cooperative 

mutuality in the unifying reality that is the 

Creator’s purpose, not some hypothetical ‘balance’ 

between the material in the spiritual.  This 

‘balancing’ act assumes that there is some sort of 

‘conflict’ between the two terms and that some sort 

of ‘give and take’ will give each its due.  The 

Catholic/Christian view is that neither the flesh nor 

the spirit is entitled to make its own demands on 

the other.  But God can and does make demands on 

each that match his promise of eternal life to each. 

That a priest should come out against ‘binary’ 

thinking can seem strange until you realize that the 

opposite of ‘binary’ is not ‘confused’ or ‘blurred’ 

or ‘undefined’; the believer’s alternative to 

‘binary’ is ‘triune’, ‘tripodal’, ‘ecstatic’.  The 

‘third’ in all such conversations is God.  Where  

there is no autonomous third party in the picture, a 

compromised ‘third way’ is the inevitable result.  

Black slavery was not wrong because of some 

presumed subcutaneous and overriding identity 

between one race and the other; that’s a 

constitutional argument.  Black slavery was wrong 

because it assumed the superiority of one race over 

the other instead of the righteous path of mutual 

help and encouragement that God intends to obtain 

between all of his creatures.  

Male exploitation of females is not wrong because 

women are men’s equals.  It is wrong because men 

and women exist to serve God’s purposes for the 

whole human race.  Their striking physical and 

hormonal differences are perfectly designed for 

mutual engagement in the continuation of the race; 

for the needs of the next generation.  

If these propositions seem outdated and confusing, 

that is only because we have grown accustomed to 

god-less thinking and conversation; because we 

have allowed a non-faith-based mindset to 

embarrass us into silence.  

I write these words neither to condemn nor to stir 

up controversy.  But please read them and think 

and pray about them.  Rediscover the clarity that 

God introduces into controverted issues!  

Really and truly and uncompromisingly yours;  

 tm 

Thanksgiving Day Mass is at 10:00am 

The Christ Our Hope: 

Building a Vibrant Church! 
Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior Parish 

is 29% to its goal of $259,547. Thank you! 

To learn more about the campaign or to make a gift 

visit:  www.christourhopevt.org  

Please be generous in this week’s special collection 

for the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development. In the United States, one in six 

people lives in poverty, and one out of every five 

children. With this collection, you support programs 

that address the causes of poverty and provide a 

sustainable future for those struggling across the 

country. In addition, 25% of the funds we collect will 

remain in our diocese to fund local anti-poverty 

projects. Please prayerfully consider how you can 

support this collection and work on the margins of 

society. More information about the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development can be found 

at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.  

The month of November is the Month of 

Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory. 
 During this month a number of Masses will be 

offered for the deceased whose names you have listed 

on the All Souls’ Day remembrance envelopes. 

Additional envelopes are available at the entrance to 

the Church.     

DONORS NEEDED FOR IFC 
The Interfaith Council of the Northshire (IFC) will 

be holding an online auction to benefit our 

Emergency Needs Fund which provides thousands of 

dollars of assistance to those who are experiencing 

financial hardship.   

As an active member of the IFC, Christ Our Savior  

Parish is asking congregants to consider donating 

new (purchased or regifted) items and/or gift cards 

that could generate vigorous bidding during the 

auction which will be held online from November 29 

to December 9.  

Potential donors are asked to call Lori Hong (609-

709-496) or Phyllis Warren (802-375-6440) if they

are interested in adding to the array of auction items.

http://www.christourhopevt.org/
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/collection



