
Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                                                                        5 November 2021 
 
 

 

 
Saturday, December 4 
5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, December 5 
8:00am  –  Ed Sossi by wife, Marie 
10:00am – Pro populo 
 

Monday, December 6 
8:00am  – Intentions of Monroe Family  
                 by Stephen and Joan Monroe 
 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tuesday, December 7 
8:00am  –  NO MASS 
5:30pm – Deacon Louis Meunier  
                by daughter, Collette Galusha 
 

Wednesday, December 8 
8:00am  - Brian Gawlik by mother, Helen 
12:10pm - Pro populo 
 

Thursday, December 9 
8:00pm-Paul Leubert by daughter, Carolyn Smith 
 

Friday, December 10 
8:00pm  - Christopher Andrea 
                by Tom and Pat Barnett 
 

Saturday, December 11 
5:30pm –  Betsy LaVecchia  
                by parents John and Emy LaVecchia 
 

Sunday, December 12 
8:00am  –  Barbara Bitler 
                  by Charles and Barbara Travers 
10:00am – Nancy White  
                  by Michael and Eleanor Murno 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

Dear All,  
 
Even if my young interlocutor was right and the Church – 
especially in her teaching role – is a permanent call to the 
world to conversion, I still think that there are as many 
degrees of conversion as there are degrees of seriousness 
in teaching.  I did not make that ‘degrees of seriousness’ 
up; that’s a very old ‘teaching’.  
 
But, no matter how I may rationalize my resistance to his 
proposition, I still react much more strongly than my 
objections merit.  And so I have come to realize that 
something even more serious lies behind my ‘objection’ to 
this blanket assertion.  I hate being told what to do – by 
anyone.  You may try to comfort me – or I, to comfort 
myself – with the fact that I have lots of personal reasons 
to mistrust people who claim unquestionable 
authority.  Moreover, libertarianism is a well-known and 
well-respected trait of Vermonters.  But I have to take 
responsibility for my own stubbornness.  And so, I 
do.  And now that I have admitted it (as if you had not 
known it) I feel free to point out some items that make my 
stubbornness even more inexcusable.  
 
When people abuse authority, others get hurt.  But it is a 
long, long time since the Church has claimed the authority 
to burn people at the stake.  Indeed, she has recently 
rejected even the thought of a ‘just war’ in which nuclear 
weapons are to be used and capital punishment or its 
equivalent (life in prison) out of hand.  To fear being hurt 
by the Church is really pretty silly.  
 
Some think that her teachings are too stern for mere 
humans and should be cut to fit the taught rather than some 
‘objective truth’.  But truth does not become untrue 
because the learners cannot cope (try having people laugh 
at our color-blindness!).  Nor does this objection take into 
account the Church’s practice of encouraging frequent 
new starts after failure – aka the sacrament of penance.  
 
Some think the teachers too out of touch with some feature 
of reality or human history.  The bigger issue is that the 
Church is sometimes too slow to teach an eternal truth in 
the face of rapidly changing advances in science and 
technology.  Thus, people have already made pragmatic 
decisions and taken comfortable courses of action before 
the Church have had time to study an issue with the 
objectivity it deserves.  
 
The one that really makes me think twice is the 
consideration of my need to be loved and to love.  If I 
could know everything there is to know and live up to 
everything that knowledge demands, I would not ever 

make mistakes and I would never be ashamed.  But when 
someone offers me a way of understanding myself and my 
world that is grounded in an age-old reflection on the 
mystery of God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ, they are 
only giving me what I know I need.  To turn away from 
such a teaching for the sake of my tender ego is to choose 
isolation and, with it, emotional and spiritual starvation.  
 
This is not the most embarrassing confession I have ever 
had to make (don’t ask!)  But it may be the one that is most 
useful in this age when everyone wants to have unfettered 
personal liberty; even the liberty to kill and kill oneself.  
 
Really and truly and kinda humbly yours, tm  
 
 
 

The Christ Our Hope: 
Building a Vibrant Church! 

Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior Parish is 
29% to its goal of $259,547. Thank you! To learn more 
about the campaign or to make a gift visit:  
www.christourhopevt.org  
 

Bishop Appeal 2021 
Christ Our Savior Parish is 65% to its goal of $62,660. 
Thank you! 
 
 

Interfaith Council of the Northshire’s  
Holiday Auction 

This online auction runs from Nov 29th through  
Thursday, December 9th at 6pm.  

To access auctions 
  https://www.32auctions.com/interfaith2021 

 

The Interfaith Council of the Northshire’s Holiday 
Auction has begun.  The monies raised through this 

online auction will replenish its Emergency Needs Fund, 
a lifeline for neighbors whose critical, unmet needs 

require immediate funding.  For information, 
feel free to contact: Lori Hong, lorishong@gmail.com or 
Phyllis Warren pksw66@yahoo.com or 802-375-.6440. 

 
 
 

Envelopes for donations for 
Christmas Flowers are available at the 
exits from the Church.  Please return 
them by Sunday, December 19 to be 
published by Christmas. 

 
 

A collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious 
will be taken up next weekend, December 11 -12.  
Presently, many members of religious communities are 
past age 70 and are in need of financial assistance.  Elder 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
continue to benefit from the donations and prayers of 
Catholics across the nation.  Our generosity enables these 
communities to distribute critical financial assistance that 
helps the communities care for their aging members and 
plan for ongoing retirement needs. 

 
CHRISTMAS JESSE TREE 

Our Jesse Tree is decorated with colorful envelopes 
for kids whose names are submitted by the Interfaith 

Council of the Northshire. For those who prefer 
mailing donations in cash or check, there will be red 
envelopes addressed to the Emergency Needs Fund 
of the IFC. Please follow directions in envelope and 

apply tags enclosed. Tags cannot be changed.  
Return all presents wrapped and put receipt in 

envelope provided in parent basket on the altar. 
ALL GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED BY 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19th for distribution on 
December 21st. Any question, please call the 

rectory, 802-362-1380. 
 

For many years, the Knights of Columbus have had 
a fund-raising program titled “200 Club”.  The 
proceeds were used primarily for the Christmas and 
Thanksgiving food baskets FOR OUR NEIGHBORS 
IN OUR COMMUNITY. This year more than ever it 
is important that we meet our goal of selling the 200 
tickets. To participate pick up a registration form at 
the side entrance to church or purchase a number at 
Sunday, December 12th breakfast. Drawings 
will begin in January.  
Also, if there is anyone who would like to attend our 
breakfast but cannot get to Church, please let us know 
and we will try to arrange transportation. You can 
contact any K of C member or call Ray Jez at (802) 
363-3293. 
 
 
Holy Day of Obligation – The Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Masses on 
Dec 7, @ 5:30pm, Dec 8, 8:00am and 12:10pm. 
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