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Saturday, December 11 

5:30pm –  Betsy LaVecchia  

                by parents, John and Emy LaVecchia 
 

Sunday, December 12 

8:00am  –  Barbara Bitler 

                  by Charles and Barbara Travers 

10:00am – Nancy White  

                  by Michael and Eleanor Murno 
 

Monday, December 13 

8:00am  – Pro populo 
 

Tuesday, December 14 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

Wednesday, December 15 

8:00am  -  
 

Thursday, December16 

8:00pm - 
 

Friday, December 17 

8:00pm  -  
 

Saturday, December 18 

5:30pm –  Comfort of the Widger Family 
 

Sunday, December 19 

8:00am  –  Pro populo  

10:00am – Nancy White  

                  by Christ Our Savior Parish Choir 

 

 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

 

 

 

 

Dear All,  

 

In these Advent times, the Breviary is full of 

readings about the multiple ‘comings’ of 

Jesus.  The first, most say, was his birth in 

Bethlehem; his last – and yet to happen – will take 

place when he comes to judge the living and the 

dead.  There is a coming between these two that is 

differently described as taking place in the life of 

Christians as it is lived in the world or in the 

Sacraments of Eucharist and Penance when he 

comes to strengthen us or heal us.  

 

The sheer number of readings on this topic, drawn 

from all the ages of the Church’s history, tell 

that people -- us too – just do not think of Jesus as 

coming or present or having come, and even still 

less as yet to come.  We may think of him 

(occasionally) as coming in the Eucharist, we think 

of him (rarely, since we only kinda mumble our 

way through the Creed as coming at the end of 

time.  We certainly do not think of him as present 

in and through the Church – that is, through the 

relationship we have with other Christian men and 

women.  

 

This should not surprise.  There are so many things 

to think about, so many things to keep track of and 

so many people who clamor for our attention, the 

Jesus would have a hard time getting attention even 

if he arrived as Judge.  

 

And here is the ultimate message of the Advent 

season.  Jesus has come, is present and will 

come.  If we do not know this, if this knowledge 

does not impact of thinking our planning and our 

outlook on things it’s because we do not choose to 

pay attention to him.  

 

We have no trouble at all deciding that some things 

are distractions from others. Because we choose to 

think about the latter, the distracting quality of the 

former is obvious.  But no one I know – not even I 

– ever complain that Jesus is a distraction from 

something much else – not even from 

temptations.  And people who do claim that there  

 

are a thousand things that distract them from Jesus 

when they are trying to pray rarely complain that 

any of these thousands of things distract them from 

the rest of the thousands.  Maybe they are not really 

intent upon much of what goes on in life; they are 

on autopilot for most of it.  Or maybe, they have 

learned to pay attention to things that really matter 

to them.  

 

Attention and intention each suggest a choice, a 

conscious focus a tending toward a 

goal.  Distraction speaks of all the things that pull 

us away from focus, purpose, achievement.  

 

Here is the takeaway, then:  We must pay attention 

if we intend to arrive at some goal.  We cannot 

afford to be pulled hither and yon.  The more 

important the goal, the greater must our intention 

be.  Christ has made our collective history the goal 

of his activity.  

 

because Christ has already made his choice, the 

meaning of it will come clear only because we pay 

attention to it – to him.  

 

Really and truly selectively yours,  
 

tm  
 

 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
MASSES 

 

December 24 

4:00 pm – Owen and June Holbrook  
                  by the Family 

5:30 pm – Gail Pisaniello by Mary 

                  Pisaniello and Steven Riederer   

8:00 pm – Pro populo 

December 25 

10:00 am – Intentions of the Monroe 

                    Family by Stephen and Joan 
                    Monroe 
 

 

 

 

 

Envelopes for donations for Christmas 
Flowers are available at the exits from the 
Church.  Please return them by Sunday, 
December 19th to be published by 
Christmas. 

 

A collection for the Retirement Fund for 

Religious will be taken up TODAY.  Presently, 

many members of religious communities are past 

age 70 and are in need of financial assistance.  

Elder Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 

priests continue to benefit from the donations and 

prayers of Catholics across the nation.  Our 

generosity enables these communities to distribute 

critical financial assistance that helps the 

communities care for their aging members and plan 

for ongoing retirement needs. 

 

CHRISTMAS JESSE TREE 
 There are red envelopes addressed to the 

Emergency Needs Fund of the IFC 

 that are still on the Jesse Tree. 

 Please follow directions for Jesse Tree kid’s gifts 

and apply tags enclosed in your envelopes. Tags 

cannot be changed.  Return all presents wrapped  

and put receipt envelope provided and put in parent 

basket on the altar. Thank YOU! 

ALL GIFTS MUST BE RETURNED 

BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19th  

for distribution on December 21st.  
Any question, please call the rectory, 802-362-1380. 

 
 

The Christ Our Hope: 

Building a Vibrant Church! 
Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior Parish is 

29% to its goal of $260,233. Thank you! To learn more 

about the campaign or to make a gift visit:  

www.christourhopevt.org  
 

Bishop Appeal 2021 
Christ Our Savior Parish is 66% to its goal of $62,660. 

Thank you! 

http://www.christourhopevt.org/

