
Epiphany of the Lord                                                                                                                                                                                 January 2, 2022 

As an act of charity towards our fellow parishioners, Bishop Coyne has asked that masks be worn at all Masses during this flu 

season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 1 

5:30pm –  Vincent and Margaret Mattison 
 

Sunday, January 2 

8:00am  –  Pro populo 

10:00am – Larry Washburn by wife, Sue 
 

Monday, January 3 

8:00am  –  
 

Tuesday, January 4 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

Wednesday, January 5 

8:00am  -  
 

Thursday, January 6 

8:00pm - 
 

Friday, January 7 

8:00pm  -  
 

Saturday, January 8 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, January 9 

8:00am  –   

10:00am – Lorraine Searles by the family 

 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear All,  
 

Have you ever wondered why I am so often right – 

or at least have a different slant to offer?  
 

Actually, being Catholic and thinking in a Catholic 

mode pretty well guarantees that the economic, 

political and profiteering lenses most often used in 

these days will not feel comfortable.  Of course, 

preaching from a catholic perspective may make a 

lot of people uncomfortable.  That may be why the 

economy and politics and consumerist mavens may 

so readily describe Catholic thought as anti-

progress.  Certainly, those who think that personal 

rights and freedoms (usually as understood by 

governmental mavens) are of supreme importance) 

are certain that Catholic thought is just unamerican.  
 

Now, I know and you know and, assuredly, God 

knows that YT is not the best priest or catholic or 

person in the world.  But, as your nearly finished 

pastor, I would like to take a stab at predicting what 

will happen in the next year from a distinctly 

Catholic perspective.  
 

Covid will hang around and will continue to shape 

our lives unless we allow our lives to be shaped by 

some other factor.  Covid calls for masking, 

distance, caution, self-testing and vaxing – or -- it 

calls for rejecting any or all of these 

measures.  Needless to say, that – or -- places us 

right on the edge of a veritable chasm of fear, 

anger, hostility and suspicion about oneself, one’s 

neighbor, the government and the medical 

community and the economists.  
 

But here’s the thing:  fear, suspicion, anger, 

hostility and mistrust are as far from catholic 

virtues and values as it is possible to get.  There is 

no catholic/Christian way to justify any of those 

stances or reactions vis a vis Covid, its carriers, its 

victims or its ‘prisoners’.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And here’s the prediction:  if churches succumb to 

the ‘cultural’ polarization surrounding Covid, their 

membership will rise or fall as the tides of public  

opinion ebb flow.  But they will not offer anything 

but cultural ‘Kool-Aid’ to their congregants.  And 

when Covid disappears – or if – so will those 

‘temples of culture’.  
 

Churches that teach trust in God, along with 

reasoned and responsible love of the neighbor will 

emerge with something to say to the ‘new age’ that 

will follow.  
 

That is a second prediction.  This virus has turned 

our culture on its head.  That is a tragedy for those 

who thought that the culture was upright.  But for 

those – especially for Catholics – who know that 

consumerism, individualism and political one 

upmanship are the ‘inverse’ of virtue, the idea of 

getting ‘back to normal’ will be unwelcome 

indeed.  The lifestyle we knew four years ago has 

proven itself unsustainable and non-resilient in the 

face of a thing too small to see with the naked 

eye.  We will ‘do well’ after Covid only if we have 

learned (relearned) those Catholic values of 

subsidiarity (not individualism), the unity of the 

human race (aka the common good or universal 

charity and justice),  responsible citizenship of the 

whole world in the whole world (an end to 

plutocracy, meritocracy, special interest politics 

and imperialistic adventuring) and an end to 

exclusive secularism (which has no overriding 

purpose but those of the virus – absolute self-

preservation and proliferation.  
 

Really and truly and prophetically yours,  
 

tm  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan on attending Breakfast with the Knights 

of Columbus next Sunday morning in the Parish 

Hall in Manchester!  This monthly event  is hosted 

by the Knights after both the 8:00am and 10:00am 

Masses. The extensive breakfast menu includes, 

eggs, bacon, sausages, pancakes, OJ, coffee, tea, 

and pastries.  All of this is offered for $10.00 for 

adults and children under 7 eat for free    .  Proceeds 

from these monthly breakfasts help the Knights 

support their on-going projects aimed at helping 

many needy individuals and families in the 

Northshire area. 

 

We Pray for Our Priests. 
We pray especially for our Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, our Bishop, Christopher Coyne, our 

Pastor, Father Tom Mattison, the priests in this 

Diocese, and the many priests who served our 

Parish throughout the past years. 
 

Heavenly Father, we ask that you continue to 

bless our priests with wisdom and courage so that 

they may bring the light of Christ to all those to 

whom they minister.  Keep within them a bright 

and firm hope and never let them feel distant from 

You.  Bless them with good health and surround 

them with loving friends.  Lighten their burden.  

Grant them your peace and constant protection.  

Amen 
 

The Christ Our Hope: 

Building a Vibrant Church! 
Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior 

Parish is 29% to its goal of $259,547 . Thank you! 

To learn more about the campaign or to make a gift 

visit:  www.christourhopevt.org  

 

Bishop Appeal 2021 
Christ Our Savior Parish is 66% 

to its goal of $62,660. Thank you! 

http://www.christourhopevt.org/

