
Frist Week of Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                   January 16, 2022 

As an act of charity towards our fellow parishioners, Bishop Coyne has asked that masks be worn at all Masses during this flu 

season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 15 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, January 16 

8:00am  –  Mary Ann Lenz 

                  by Tom and Victoria Lenz 

10:00am – Deceased Members of Gawlik and   

                 McCarren Families by Helen Gawlik 

 

Monday, January 17 

8:00am  –  Bernard Stupski by Bill and Marilyn 

Kinney 

Tuesday, January 18 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

 

Wednesday, January 19 

8:00am  -  Jean Eschmann by the Grabher Family 
 

Thursday, January 20 

8:00 pm –Noel Coniglio by Judy Mongelluzzi 
 

Friday, January 21 

8:00pm  -  
 

Saturday, January 22 

5:30pm –  Health of Alexandra Staines by Mark 

and Freddie Templeton  
 

Sunday, January 23 

8:00am  – Pro populo 

10:00am – Norm Champine by Barbara Travers 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
The repose of the soul of Frances Kardas and the 

consolation of her husband John and Family; 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear All,  

   A number of people have opined that last week’s 

predictions in this space was not very encouraging, even 

grim.   Should not a pastor encourage optimism instead 

of despair?  Well … no.  

   The job of a pastor is to encourage faith and hope and 

love.  And none of these is a recipe for ‘getting back to 

normal’.  But they do contain the recipe for something 

more than safe partying and an itch for travelling.  They 

do offer a motivation for setting personal prerogatives 

and rights aside for a common good and an equal 

motivation for forgiving offenders.  And when 

everyone is afraid or defiant in the face of a maybe-

death sentence, they offer a seedbed for the courage that 

keeps a community together.  

   I cannot think of why it is that such a global threat as 

Covid has not created a more united front to overcome 

it.  Unless, of course, we have stopped thinking globally 

and come to a new kind of tribalism.  

I cannot think of why it is that such simple things as 

masks and shots have so polarized populations (and 

even families) that common sense and common 

courtesy are so hard to come by.  

   I cannot think of why it is that people who boasted of 

their faith and faithfulness just two years ago are so 

comfortable with ‘watching’ rather than participating in 

Mass.  

   I cannot think of why the world leader in health and 

education and economic well-being has ground to such 

screeching halt.  

   I do not mean to ring the apocalyptic tocsin, but I 

cannot help noting that when the going got tough, 

person after person and institution after institution came 

undone and failed.  

   If my job is to offer hope, it cannot be the hope of 

restoring something that has not been adequate to the 

challenge of a virus.  If my job is to offer hope, it cannot 

be by returning to business as usual.  If my job is to offer 

hope it cannot be a hope found in a common purpose 

that we have discovered to be an illusion.  

   Which brings me back to faith: not in self or in family 

or in party or in agenda; faith in God who is over all and 

above all and in all.  The life of faith in a truly present 

God leads us away from fear – especially away from 

fear for ourselves – to seek him, even in the darkest of 

nights.  

 

   

  

 

 

 This faith engenders hope that readily acknowledges 

the frailty of our human condition and lives this life not  

as a problem to be solved or goal to be achieved or an 

entitlement to be defended, but as a step towards a life 

that does not fail.  

   With such life at hand, because that ever-present God 

is present even in the day and date of our dying, we 

move forward with whatever needs to be done in every 

moment – be that whatever as big as self-forgetting or as 

small as encouragement of another.  This is love. 

   These are the things that we have rarely found in this 

time of plague.  But neither were they there in the days 

when we thought we were healthy.  We must discover 

them now, in a time when their lack is easily recognized 

and we must live them today and now if we are to have 

a better future, whether in this world or the next.  

   Really and truly and hopefully yours,  

      tm   
 

The Interfaith Council of the Northshire 
invites you to a conversation about “Creating a 
Beloved Community in our Time” facilitated by 
Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas, pastor of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Jericho. Rev. Thomas 
is moderator of the Racism in America Forums and 
former conference minister of the Vermont 
Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
Our conversation will take place on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, January 17 at 7:00pm via Zoom. You 
can access the event at 

www.israelcongregationvt.org 

 

The Christ Our Hope: 

Building a Vibrant Church! 
Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior 

Parish is 30% to its goal of $259,547. Thank you! 

To learn more about the campaign or to make a gift 

visit:  www.christourhopevt.org  

 

Bishop Appeal 2021 
Christ Our Savior Parish is 67% 

to its goal of $62,660. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

And then there are the neighbors 

The recent stresses and strains on our 
immigration policies and procedures leave no 
doubt that there is much of something 

needed by those who live in Latin America.  
For a number of years, the Church in the US 
has had a concern to support the Church in 
these southern lands in the work of justice 
and peace – works that alone have the power 

to bring livable conditions to the area.  Your 
genero$ity in next week’s appeal for the 
Church in Latin America will go a long way in 
this work of promoting well-being throughout 
the hemisphere. 

 
 
 
 

 

As is customary here at CoSP, the second 

collection takes place as an encouragement to our 

visitors to be generous in support of the Parish 

heating bills.  Of course, their generosity can only 

be a ‘support’ of our own efforts. Please, be as 

generous as your means will allow. 

 

http://www.israelcongregationvt.org/
http://www.christourhopevt.org/

