
Second Week of Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                               January 23, 2022 

As an act of charity towards our fellow parishioners, Bishop Coyne has asked that masks be worn at all Masses during this flu 

season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 22 

5:30pm –  Health of Alexandra Staines  

                 by Mark and Freddie Templeton  
 

Sunday, January 23 

8:00am  – Respect for Life 

10:00am – Norm Champine by Barbara Travers 

 

Monday, January 24 

8:00am  –  Freida  Fusco by Carmel Furtado 
 

Tuesday, January 25 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

 

Wednesday, January 26 

8:00am  - Stephen and Robert Grabher 

                 by Grabher Family  
 

Thursday, January 27 

8:0 am - Pro populo 
 

Friday, January 28 

8:00am  -  
 

Saturday, January 29 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, January 30 

8:00am  –  

10:00am – Tom Aikenhead 

                   by Sue Washburn 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear All,  

 

Have you ever seen prudence, justice, fortitude, 

temperance, faith, hope, charity, patriotism, the 

franchise?  The answer to this question is a pretty 

clear “no”.  But that raises the question of how we 

know when someone is prudent, just, strong, 

etc.  This is, first of all, an epistemological issue; 

how do we know what we claim to know?  And 

what is the relationship between our knowledge 

and our experience?  Do we know justice because 

we know just people; or do we know that people 

are just because we know justice? These questions 

are as old as philosophical inquiry in the western 

world, and they continue to bedevil our public 

discourse even here in the pragmatic USofA.   

 

Indeed, here in the USofA, it may be a more 

pressing issue.  Our Declaration of Independence 

had enshrined for all time that we have an 

inalienable right to the pursuit of happiness.  But, 

the pursuit of virtue (those things we’ve been 

talking about) almost always results in some level 

of unhappiness.  Prudence frustrates the 

enthusiastic, justice bring sorrow to the criminal, 

fortitude demands action from the timorous and so 

on.  In my one trip to a gym, I learned an important 

lesson:  no pain no gain.  I already know that from 

years and years of trying to gain a particular virtue 

(no, I will not name it; you must guess).   

 

The original Constitution lays out the procedures 

and presumptions on which a ‘more perfect union’ 

will be based.  The Bill of Rights restrains the 

pursuit of this union when it comes to ‘pain’ that 

such a pursuit would bring to an individual citizen.  

 

Is it any wonder that the Supreme Court is 

swamped with case after case after case?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The real problem was once posed by Ben and 

Jerry:  If it ain’t   fun, why do it?  

 

Buddhism insists that pain is a product of desire.  If 

we stop wanting things, we will stop suffering.  

 

Christianity insists that pain comes from wanting 

too little.  Everything is already ours in the love of 

God.  That does not mean that Christians do not 

suffer.  But it does mean that suffering need not 

make us unhappy. Indeed, suffering may actually 

be a necessary preparation for an even greater 

happiness; the letting go of what is less for the sake 

of the more.  

 

That is why the first great commandment urges us 

to want (love) God, to love the ‘more’, the ‘most’, 

the All.  Without that overriding desire, we will get 

caught up in inevitable tussles with our neighbor’s 

over other lesser causes of happiness.  

 

I hate to keep harping on the notion that 

Christianity is superior to ‘Americanism’ or 

‘patriotism’ or ‘legislative/judicial pro-activism’ or 

secularism or any philosophical or governmental 

program.  But that truth is just so clear! Forgetting 

that truth is so easy! Whatever humans have 

imagined as the path to life, has always led to 

quarrels over the ‘meaning of life’.  The same is 

true in the cases of liberty and a positive definition 

of happiness.  

 

And all of these are but distractions from the real 

questions:  Why pain?  What to do with it?  Why 

do it?  

 

Really and truly and painfully (for you) yours,  

tm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christ Our Hope: 

Building a Vibrant Church! 
Because of your generosity Christ Our Savior 

Parish is 40% to its goal of $259,547. Thank you! 

To learn more about the campaign or to make a gift 

visit:  www.christourhopevt.org  

 

Bishop Appeal 2021 
Christ Our Savior Parish is 67% 

to its goal of $62,660. Thank you! 
 

 

 

AND BESIDES . . . 

1/22/22 – the anniversary of Roe v. 

wade is observed in this country 

as one of prayer and fasting for 

protection of the life of the 

unborn. 

As you know, parts of Vermont are 

gearing up to write it into the 

state constitution that anyone 

who can bear a child has the 

right to terminate her 

pregnancy. 

If Roe gets overturned in the 

Supreme Court, this expedient will 

turn the Green mountain state 

into a sort of mecca for people 

seeking abortions and seeking to 

make money from providing them. 

Do you think that this is a good 

idea? Think about this, pray about 

it, talk about it.   

 

http://www.christourhopevt.org/

