
Fourth Week of Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                               January 30, 2022 

As an act of charity towards our fellow parishioners, Bishop Coyne has asked that masks be worn at all Masses during this flu 

season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 29 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, January 30 

8:00am  – Sandy Weston  

                 by Stephen and Joan Monroe 

10:00am – Tom Aikenhead 

                   by Sue Washburn 

 

Monday, January 31 

8:00am  –  Stephen and Robert Grabher 

                 by Grabher Family  
 

Tuesday, February 1 

8:00am  –  The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

 

Wednesday, February 2 

8:00am  -  
 

Thursday, February 3 

8:0 am -  
 

Friday, February 4 

8:00am  -  
 

Saturday, February 5 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, February 6 

8:00am  – Paddy Peters  

                 by Stephen and Joan Monroe 

10:00am – Pro populo 

 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear All,  

 

Despite the fact that I am definitely a ‘boomer’, it 

seems to me that almost all of my adult life has 

been dominated by talk of ‘scarcity’.  Lately this 

has meant too few vaccines, too few tests, too few 

hospital beds, too few effective masks, too few co-

operative citizens.  But there are older scarcity 

crises, too:  too little arable land for the world, thus, 

too little food, too little potable water, too little 

control of the climate – or of our consumerist 

habits.   

 

Let me hasten to point out that the Scriptures, 

although they are familiar with famine and war and 

plagues of various sorts, are pretty generally 

certain that God’s world – the world God made – 

is full of life and the things that make life a 

joy.  Thus, from Genesis on, there is no doubt in 

the minds of the sacred authors that scarcity is the 

result of human sinfulness; of someone taking as 

his or her own something that another needs to 

thrive – or even to live.  

 

In that light, it is intriguing to note that so very 

many of the prescriptions for dealing with scarcity 

have to do with making sure that those who are 

most needy disappear.  Poorer nations should be 

encouraged or required to practice 

contraception.  Unborn children with detectable 

genetic or organic anomalies should be 

aborted.  Elderly people who live ‘too long’ in a 

‘non-productive’ condition, should be 

‘euthanized’. And ‘national borders’ should be 

turned into stockades that keep those whose lives 

are somewhere between wretched and imperiled 

are corralled and forgotten.  

 

Returning to Scripture’s analysis of the sources of 

scarcity, it becomes clear that the effect of all these 

expedients is also a proportionate reduction in the     

 

 

 

 

 

 

number of those who are left to consume what no 

longer goes to those who seem to ask too much.  To 

the victor belong the spoils.  

 

There are theologians who speak of the coming of 

God’s Kingdom as a ‘return to the garden of 

Eden’.  In a world where scarcity seems to be the 

dominating truth, the coming of God’s Kingdom is 

more likely to mean a freer distribution of the good 

things that a few have taken from the garden for 

themselves.  

 

This is not some socialistic rant on my part.  Read 

the Scriptures.  Read, especially, the fiftieth 

chapter of the book of Leviticus.  

 

There you will find the words that are inscribed on 

the Liberty Bell!  But you will also find a set of 

prescriptions -- laws for the Kingdom of God -- 

forbidding one Jew to purchase something from 

another Jew in perpetuity.  Everything had to be 

turned to its original owner in the fiftieth year!  

 

This institution derives from the notion that the 

whole Promised Land was given to the whole of 

Israel.  Subsequent parceling was convenient but 

was, essentially, a violation of God’s plan that all 

of his people should share the land and its 

riches.  So, every fifty years, the ‘private property 

right’ was revoked!  

 

Scarcity is a creation of human greed.  The greedy 

find its remedy in the destruction of those who 

most suffer from it.  

 

This is not God’s Kingdom at work in our world.  

 

Really and truly and scarcely yours,  

tm  

 

 

 

 

Next weekend, February 5 & 6, a special 

collection for Catholic Education will be 

taken.  Catholic education is the responsibility of 

all members of the Church community and we 

must endeavor to pass on our faith to the youth of 

our Diocese.  Bishop Coyne is asking that we 

generously contribute to this important ministry in 

the Church.  Our gift will support education in the 

Catholic schools in the Diocese as well as our 

parish religious education programs.  In fact, one 

half of the monies collected will remain here in the 

parish to be earmarked for our Faith Formation 

Program.  Please be as generous as your means will 

allow. 

 

 

AND BESIDES . . . 

1/22/22 – the anniversary of Roe v. 

wade is observed in this country 

as one of prayer and fasting for 

protection of the life of the 

unborn. 

As you know, parts of Vermont are 

gearing up to write it into the 

state constitution that anyone 

who can bear a child has the 

right to terminate her 

pregnancy. 

If Roe gets overturned in the 

Supreme Court, this expedient will 

turn the Green mountain state 

into a sort of mecca for people 

seeking abortions and seeking to 

make money from providing them. 

Do you think that this is a good 

idea? Think about this, pray about 

it, talk about it.   

 


