
Seventh Week of Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                            February 20, 2022 

As an act of charity towards our fellow parishioners, Bishop Coyne has asked that masks be worn at all Masses during this flu 

season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 19 

5:30pm –  Pro populo 
 

Sunday, February 20 

8:00am  – Pro populo  

10:00am – Helen E. Meunier  

                  by daughter, Collette Galusha 

 

Monday, February 21 

8:00am  –  Paddy Peters by Ellen Green 
 

Tuesday, February 22 

8:00am  –  Merrily Main by husband, Hugh 
 

Wednesday, February 23 

8:00am  - The Health of Pamela Mary Woods 
 

Thursday, February 24 

8:0 am – Stella Stupski by Marilyn Kinney 
 

Friday, February 25 

8:00am  - Maureen Nerni 

                 by Stephen and Joan Monroe          
 

Saturday, February 26 

5:30pm –  Deceased Members of the McCarren 

                 and Gawlik Families by Helen Gawlik 
 

Sunday, February 27 

8:00am  – Kenneth Capriola by Paul Capriola  

10:00am – Pro populo 

 

 

 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, those who care for them, 

and those who mourn them. 

   

 
 

 

Dear All,  
 

If discernment is, most fundamentally, an inquiry 

into what to do with my freedom, then the first real 

question must be How free am I and how can I 

become more free?  
 

That is not a ‘60’s’ question.  Catholic moral 

theology has long recognized that those who are 

enslaved, who live in totalitarian regimes or are 

caught in fears and compulsions or are subject to 

some sort of personal threat from outside, will no 

have a whole lot of room in which to exercise their 

freedom.  In a life and death situation, freedom 

means staying alive.   
 

Must it also mean the death of the 

oppressor?  Life/death, either/or, God/devil, 

right/left, north/south, old/new, us/them: human 

discourse (and, so, religious discourse, too) is 

riddled with language that makes us think of life as 

a ‘zero-sum’/winner takes all game.  And surely 

those moments come ‘to every man and nation’.  
 

However, I am forever moved by the story of 

Gandhi’s ‘march to the sea’.  When the colonial 

government of India decided to raise money by 

taxing salt (!), Gandhi was shocked that they could 

do such a mindless thing!  Salt accumulates 

wherever water dries up!  He set out to walk from 

his home to the shore of the Indian Ocean.  There 

here intended to dip his finger in the sea and to 

make his own, tax-free salt by letting the water 

evaporate.  As his intent became known, thousands 

and thousands joined him in this project.  There 

were soldiers, with guns, and with orders to 

shoot.  And some colonists died.  But those who 

survived broke the back of England’s hold on the 

sub-continent with nothing more than their 

upturned digits!  
 

The Roman Empire fell, not because Christians 

rose up in armed rebellion, but because they would 

cheer their coreligionists on to horrible martyrdom 

and so lay bare the illusion that ‘might makes 

right’.  

 

 

You see, the freedom of the Christian is not a 

freedom from jail or fetters or ghettoes or any 

particular ‘ism’; it is freedom to pursue a promise 

of eternal life in any and every moment … 

especially in the moment of death!  Martyrdom is 

not death by torture; it is the free proclamation of 

truth to power.  
 

I realize that my hero worship of martyrs may make 

me seem severe.  But the martyrs give up a window 

into the Christian meaning freedom:  Freedom is 

that state of mind and heart by which the believer 

chooses to live for what God has promised; thus 

does the believer escape the worst that his jailer can 

threaten.  
 

To paraphrase an old tag from Scripture:  Fear of 

God is the beginning of freedom; fear of anything 

else is the start of enslavement.  
 

Freedom is not entitlement to take the life of 

someone who threatens my life; freedom is the 

privilege of making my own life the condition for 

the life of another (take that Roe v. Wade) because 

someone else has done the same for me.  
 

Work of the Christian … like the work of Christ … 

is to set the world free!  
 

Really and truly and freely yours,  
 

tm  

 

“40 Days For Life” 
From March 2–April 10, 2022 you’re invited to 

join other Christians for 40 days for Life—40 Days 

of prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  You’re 

also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a 

40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside at 

the sidewalk across from Planned Parenthood, 11 

Burnham Avenue, Rutland, VT, and also to help 

spread the word about this important community 

outreach.  If you’d like more information—and 

especially if you’d like to volunteer to help, please 

contact:  Delia Warnecke @ 802-287-0354 or 

RVT40DFLife@gmail.com  . 

 

 

Today’s second collection is for FUEL. Please 

give generously.  
 

The Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
will be the focus of the 2nd collection next 

weekend, Feb 26-27. This collection supports 

Catholic organizations that provide food, shelter, 

medical care, catechesis, and companionship for 

the lonely in a region still struggling in the 

aftermath of atheistic Soviet rule.  Our donations 

help to restore the strength of the Church in the 

region.  Please give generously to this cause!  Visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections to learn more.  
 

Lent is upon us 
Ash Wednesday is March 2; Good Friday is 
April 15.  These dates are important because 
the universal Church commands fasting on 
those days for all who are between the ages 
of 18 and 59.  Additionally, there are special 
collections on each of those days.  Ash 
Wednesday’s is a diocesan collection to 
support such ‘at home’ works as Counseling, 
Emergency Aid, Prison Ministry, and 
Residential Care Homes which are overseen 
by Vermont Catholic Charities. 
 

The Good Friday collection is used to fund the 
Papally managed Commissariat for the Holy 
Land that provides all kinds of services -- 
religious and educational and social -- for the 
inhabitants of that region where Christ still 
suffers in his – literal – brothers and sisters. 
 

It should be noted, too, that all of the Fridays 
of Lent are days of abstinence from Meat for 
those who are older than fourteen. 
 

Fasting means skipping one full meal and 
eating no more than would usually amount to 
another full meal. 
 

More will be revealed as time goes on/ 

 

 

mailto:RVT40DFLife@gmail.com
http://www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

