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Sunday, June 12 

8:00am  – Carol Ann DeMarinis     

                 by Ed and Paula Teeling 
 

10:00am – Deceased Members of McCarren and 

                  Gawlik Families by Helen Gawlik 
 

Monday, June 13 

8:00am  – John David ‘Jack’ Ryan  

                 by Patricia Barry  
 

Tuesday, June 14 

8:00am - Charles Travers by wife, Barbara 
 

Wednesday, June 15 

8:00am – Health of Pamela Mary Woods  

                      by Mark Templeton 

Thursday, June 16 

8:00am – Intentions of Fr. Jon Polce, S.J. 

                by Carolyn Smith 
 

Friday, June 17 

8:00am  - Health of Gloria Dossena 

                by Nancy Black 
 

Saturday, June 18 

5:30pm – Pro populo 
 

Sunday, June 19 

8:00am  – Barbara Sanderson   

                 by Mark and Priscilla Klauder 
 

10:00am – Frances and John Kardas, Jr 

                  by Family 
 

Let us remember in prayer: 
All the Sick, the Dying, the Victims of War, and the 

Children and their Families of Uvalde, Texas 

and those who care for them. 
 

 

 

 

Dear All,  
 

If the priesthood of the Baptized is where the saving work 

of Christ for the world is really carried on, what is the 

meaning of an ordained/professional priesthood?  
 

Let me admit up front that my answer to this query may 

well be the minority report; but that does not make it 

untrue, only unpopular.  
 

Let me remind you of Joseph Ratzinger’s opinion that a 

professional priesthood can easily serve to keep the real 

priests having to care about their own vocations and 

works.  With that in mind, allow me to suggest that an 

ordained priesthood exists specifically to remind and 

energize that baptized priests of the Church that they are 

the original priests.  
 

An obscure but very important passage in the Vatican 

Council’s document on bishops reminded everyone that if 

all the Catholics of the world were suddenly to become 

bishops, it would make no difference because there would 

be no one for them to work for.  Similarly, the Code of 

Canon Law is clear that the Church is a communion of 

people whose clergy – bishops, priests, deacons – serve 

principally to organize and strategize the work of the 

Church – of the people who constitute their dioceses and 

parishes.  In a recent development, a famous canonist has 

stated that the power to make decisions in the Church 

comes not from ordination, but from assignment.  
 

In the Middle Ages – the age of divinely entitled monarchs 

-- and even into the middle of the twentieth century, it was 

easy to describe the Church as a society in which 

everything trickled down from top to bottom.  Even now, 

as you know, there are those who seem to think that it is 

the Constitution that confers rights upon the citizens.  But 

a more realistic understanding suggests that the 

Constitution exists to protect rights; that governments 

exist to keep societies civil and that a ‘hierarchy/priestly 

caste’ exists only because there are priests – y’all -- who 

need encouragement and support and constant renewal in 

their work.  
 

The priest speaks the words that change bread into the 

Body of Christ.  By their words and examples, the 

baptized are constantly transforming the world into the 

Mystical Body of Christ.  The priest pronounces the word 

of pardon and, so, absolves sinners.  A peace-

seeking/reconciling priesthood of the baptized absolves 

humanity from its allegiance to the ‘law of the jungle’ and 

change it into the ‘community of the beloved’ of which 

Doctor King spoke.  
 

The Liturgy is not the place where the Baptized are given 

something they have not by someone they are not.  The 

liturgy is the place where they come to experience the 

deepest significance of their quotidian Christian lives.  An 

old saw insists that the Church makes the Eucharist and 

the Eucharist makes the Church.  It does not say that the 

clergy make either the Eucharist or the Church!  
 

Clergy – including your new priest – are from the Church, 

in the Church, for the Church that is from the world, in the 

world for the world.  
 

Really and truly and celestially yours, tm  
 
 

Unrestricted Abortion in Vermont? 
It will be on the ballot this November as Article 22, a 

proposed amendment for Vermont’s Constitution! If 

approved, Article 22 will have profound effects on 

parents, families, health care providers and their 

conscience rights, hospitals, the court system, religious 

institutions, and all Vermont taxpayers. Come learn from 

a panel of experts about Article 22 and its ethical and 

practical aspects.  

The panel will speak on Saturday, June 18 from 9:30 am 

to 12:00 noon at Christ Our Savior Parish, 398 Bonnet 

Street, Manchester Center. Time is included for questions 

and discussion. Presenters will be:  

Deacon Pete Gummere M.S., M.A., Bioethicist, 

Diocese of Burlington 

Annyssa Lamberton, of Vermonters for Good 

Government 

Carol Kaufman of Vermont Family Alliance 

Mary Beerworth, Executive Director, Vermont Right 

to Life 

 

We provide the training... VNA & HOSPICE 
You Bring the Heart 

Bennington and Rutland Counties 
We provide the training... Maybe you’ve had a personal 
experience with hospice and want to give back. Perhaps 
you are a student looking to complete community service 
hours or maybe you simply have a heart for caring. 
Hospice volunteers are special. They provide invaluable 
support and in-home care to patients and their families. 
No matter what your reason for choosing to help us, 
we’re eager to find a volunteer opportunity that fits with 
your interests, availability and talents. Join us for our next 
training in-person on Friday, July 22nd from 8am - 4pm. 
Preregistration required. Proof of full COVID vaccination 
and masks during training will also be required. For more 
information, please call Mary at 802.442.0540 or email 
mary.pleasant@vnahsr.org 

 

2022 BISHOP ANNUAL APPEAL 
This year, 58 people participated in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults process throughout the Diocese. 

This is the largest group in the last seven years, since 

the Ordination of Bishop Coyne. More than 600 

students throughout the statewide Diocese received the 

Sacrament of Confirmation in April and May - another 
record-breaking number. Our Totus Tous summer 

camps are underway, and the Diocesan Lay Formation 
Leadership programs continue to grow. All these 

programs are supported by the bishop’s annual appeal. 
To learn more or make a gift online visit: 

bishopsappealvt.org. 
 

 

 Samer Awwad representing the Bethlehem 

Christian Families; a nonprofit organization 

through Land of Peace will be with us, the 

weekend of June 25-26 speaking about the 

Christian situation in the Holy Land and selling 

Crucifixes, religious artwork, and rosaries- all 

made of olive wood which is native to Israel and 

Bethlehem. Reduced tourism has greatly depleted, 

Christian families in the Holy Land, who depend on 

tourists. Sale of these goods will help many 

organizations and give you the opportunity to 

have “something” authentic from the Holy Land. 

Please browse and buy some articles. It is for a 

good cause and also a help to your personal 

devotion. 

 

 

Opportunities for charity abound 
during the coming weeks 

 

Second Collections: 
 

June 18-19 - Summer Lunch Program 
June 25-26 – Peter’s Pence 

July 2-3 – Fuel 
 

 




