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Remember your loved ones in the Holy Mass 

– they will be forever grateful to you! 
 

 
THIS WEEKEND: 
Saturday, August 14 – St. Maximillian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr 
St. E. ~ 3:00 pm Adoration/Confessions 
St. E. ~ 4:00 pm Mass – Intentions of the Parishioners 
Sunday, August 15 – The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
OLA ~ 9:00 am Mass – Intentions of Fr. Scott Gratton (by Donna 
Copeland) 
St. A. ~ 11:00 am Mass – Thomas Gerdes+ (by Rosemary Brown) 
St. A. ~ 12:15 pm Knights of Columbus (Bethel)/Parish Fellowship 
 BBQ (rain – in the Parish Hall, shine – outside ! ) 
 
THIS WEEK: 
Monday, August 16 
St A ~ 7:00 am Adoration 
Tuesday, August 17 
St A ~ 5:15 pm Adoration 
Wednesday, August 18 
St. E ~ 4:00 pm Adoration 
OLA ~ 5:00 pm Adoration 
Thursday, August 19 
OLA ~ 8:30 am Adoration 
Friday, August 20 – St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church 

Parish Office closed Friday 
OLA ~ 8:30 am Adoration 
St. A. ~ 2:00 pm Adoration 
 

NEXT WEEKEND: Fr. John Carroll will be on vacation this weekend 
Saturday, August 21 – Pope Saint Pius X 
St. E. ~ 3:00 pm Adoration/Confessions 
St. E. ~ 4:00 pm Mass – Glenn Johnson+ (by Mary Johnson) 
Sunday, August 22 
OLA ~ 9:00 am Mass – Intentions of the Parishioners 
St. A. ~ 11:00 am Mass – Spiritual Healing within the Brown Family (by 
Rosemary Brown) 
 

Remember to pray for the sick  

and hurting, especially for… 
Judy McCullough, Janice Brown, Pam Corcoran, Rita Morin, 
Frank Mojzesz, Bobby Perez, Richard Perez, Cathy Bigelow, 
Paul & Sue Field, Samantha Field, Sophie Weden, Nancy 
McNally, Blanche Rea, Peg Mollitor, Frank Russell, Shirley 
Dumont, Marion Bourn, Maybelle Dumont, Richard 

Church, John Flanagan, Annette W., John Mahaffy, Russ Mitchell, and 
Keith Grimes 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
Sunday Collections (August 7th – 8th, 2021) 
OLA:  total collections and gifts:  $1, 634.00 
Electronic giving: $255 Sunday collections: $1,379 
Including: $3425 Energy/Fuel 
 
OLV: total collections and gifts: $1,923.00 
Electronic giving: $85, Sunday collections: $1,838 
Including: $25 Building Fund, $233 Energy/Fuel, Votive Candles $15 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 Rosemary Brown would like to express her gratitude to 
everyone that has assisted her, her family and Marion’s 
family over the last week, with the Wake at Day Funeral 
Home and the Funeral Mass at St. Anthony’s.  “It was 

very warming to my heart to see so many parish family members 

come to either or both events.   Thank You”    Rosemary 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

WELCOME to all our Visitors:  
If you would like more information about our Parishes, or 

would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith, or about 

the process for joining the Catholic Church, please ask your 

neighbor or contact Elizabeth Stuart, Parish Secretary at 

802-728-5251, or estuart@vermontcatholic.org 

********************************************************* 

Next weekend, August 20th and 21st, Fr. John Carroll wll be 
taking a weekend off.  In his place, either Fr. Pat Forman or Fr. 
Robert Murphy will be with us for the celebration of the Mass. 
Please be welcoming to our “Visiting visiting” priest and give 
Fr. John your best wishes for his break.   
******************************************************** 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

What is the Assumption?  It is simply the 
teaching of the Church, found in the 
liturgies of East and West, that Our Lady 
died before being resurrected and 
gloriously assumed body and soul into 
heaven.  The assumption has long been 
held as an important Catholic belief 
although it was not defined as dogma until 
1950 by Pope Pius XII. The dogma teaches 
that Mary, who was without sin, was 
taken, body and soul, into the glory of 
heaven.  Mary's Assumption into heaven is 
best understood with regard for the full 
spectrum of Catholic beliefs about the 

person of Christ and the person of Mary. Only Mary, who was born 
without stain of original sin—the Immaculate Conception—could give 
birth to Christ, who is fully God and fully human. Because of Mary's 
role in God's plan of salvation, she does not suffer from the effects of 
sin, which are death and decay. Mary is the first to receive the 
fullness of the redemption that her son has won for all of humanity. 
The Church, therefore, recognizes Mary as the sign of the salvation 
promised to all. 
 
The Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of 

Jesus' birth by the Angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit her cousin 

Elizabeth who is also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full 

recognition of the roles they and their unborn children will play in 

God's plan for salvation. Mary responds to Elizabeth's greeting with 

her song of praise, the Magnificat. Both women recall and echo God's 

history of showing favor upon the people of Israel. Mary's Magnificat, 

in particular, echoes the song of praise offered by Hannah, the 

mother of Samuel. 

Mary's faith enabled her to recognize the work of God in her people's 

history and in her own life. Her openness to God allowed God to work 

through her so that salvation might come to all. Mary is a model and 

symbol of the Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative in 

God's plan of salvation.  

mailto:estuart@vermontcatholic.org
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A Note from the 
Administrator 

Please review the Balance Sheet for the past fiscal year 

(July 2020 – June 2021) for Our Lady of the Angels. In 

general, we are faring pretty-well financially at both 

parishes, all thanks to the generosity of you – our 

parishioners – both those who contribute regularly to 

the collection as well as those who have gifted the 

parish with donations above and beyond their regular 

contribution, not only in monetary ways, but by 

donating their time and talent as well, reducing our 

expenses.  In both parishes, we met (or exceeded) our 

overall income budget for the year, although the 

budgeted income was set 20% lower than the previous 

year due to the Covid pandemic. We’ve budgeted only 

slightly higher numbers this year, but hope that income 

will begin to return to pre-pandemic levels as we restart 

parish life with the various fundraisers and events 

throughout the year and as we see more people return 

to Mass. We hope you are able to join us for some of 

these events. Stay tuned to the bulletin for information 

throughout the year.  

We did go overbudget with expenses due to necessary 

repairs to the rectory basement for water damage, the 

(very necessary) addition of our secretary Elizabeth, 

who keeps our parishes running day to day. The 

expenses from the repairs to the rectory will be 

recovered from income received from the Christ Our 

Hope campaign, so our general operating budget will 

not be as impacted. 

Finally, due to your generosity, the Finance Councils at 

both parishes are able to present to Bishop Coyne a 

balanced budget for this next fiscal year. Full copies of 

the financial reports from last year and the approved 

budget for this year are available in the back of church 

should you wish to review them.  

Again, thank you for your continued generosity and 

support of our parishes in all sorts of varied and 

wonderful ways. May God Bless you and your families! 

Josh  
Copies of the Balance Sheet, the 2020-2021 Profit & 

Loss Statement and the 2021-2022 Budget are available 

at the back of the church or by contacting  Elizabeth by  

at the Parish Office at 802-728-5251 or by email to 

ourladyofangelsandvalley@vermontcatholic.org .  

As of June 30, 2021 Accrual Basis

Jun 30, 21

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings

1000 · Cash and Equivalents

1001 · Operating checking

1001-1 · Regular Operating Account 19,222.34$      

1001-2 · Operating account - COH funds 4,716.76$        

Total 1001 · Operating checking 23,939.10$      

1003 · Cemetery Savings-Lake Sunapee 13,972.56$      

Total 1000 · Cash and Equivalents 37,911.66$      

1015-4 · Edward Jones-Cemetery Investmen 33,689.68$      

Total Checking/Savings 71,601.34$      

Other Current Assets

1200* · Other Current Assets

1204 · Due From (to) Our Lady  Valley (1,928.77)$       

Total 1200* · Other Current Assets (1,928.77)$       

Total Other Current Assets (1,928.77)$       

Total Current Assets 69,672.57$      

Fixed Assets

1300 · Fixed Assets

1302 · Land Improvements 19,700.00$      

1303 · Buildings

1303-1 · Buildings & Improvements 1,577,325.45$ 

1303-99 · Accumulated Dep. Bldg & Improv. (512,275.60)$   

Total 1303 · Buildings 1,065,049.85$ 

1308 · Equipment

1308-1 · Security System 2,940.00$        

1308-2 · Wireless Access and Fixtures 6,375.00$        

1308-99 · Accum Deprec-Equipment (2,940.00)$       

Total 1308 · Equipment 6,375.00$        

Total 1300 · Fixed Assets 1,091,124.85$ 

Total Fixed Assets 1,091,124.85$ 

TOTAL ASSETS 1,160,797.42$ 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

2000 · Accounts Payable

2005 · Accounts Payable 4,778.96$        

Total 2000 · Accounts Payable 4,778.96$        

Total Accounts Payable 4,778.96$        

Total Current Liabilities 4,778.96$        

Total Liabilities 4,778.96$        

Equity

30000 · Opening Bal Equity 558,958.85$    

3010 · Retained Earnings 620,657.50$    

3201 · Restricted Net Assets - COH 4,716.76$        

Net Income (28,314.65)$     

Total Equity 1,156,018.46$ 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,160,797.42$ 

Our Lady of the Angels Parish Charitable Trust

Balance Sheet

mailto:ourladyofangelsandvalley@vermontcatholic.org
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A Note from the Administrator 

Please review the Balance Sheet for the past fiscal year (July 2020 – 

June 2021) balance sheet for Our Lady of the Valley. In general, we 

are faring pretty-well financially at both parishes, all thanks to the 

generosity of you – our parishioners – both those who contribute 

regularly to the collection as well as those who have gifted the parish 

with donations above and beyond their regular contribution, not only 

in monetary ways, but by donating their time and talent as well, 

reducing our expenses.  In both parishes, we met (or exceeded) our 

overall income budget for the year, although the budgeted income 

was set 20% lower than the previous year due to the Covid pandemic. 

We’ve budgeted only slightly higher numbers this year, but hope that 

income will begin to return to pre-pandemic levels as we restart 

parish life with the various fundraisers and events throughout the 

year and as we see more people return to Mass. We hope you are 

able to join us for some of these events. Stay tuned to the bulletin for 

information throughout the year.  

We did go overbudget with expenses due to necessary repairs to the 

rectory basement for water damage, the (very necessary) addition of 

our secretary Elizabeth, who keeps our parishes running day to day, 

and the replacement of the front steps/repair of the rear ramp at St. 

Elizabeth’s. The 

expenses from the 

repairs to the 

rectory will be 

recovered from 

income received 

from the Christ Our 

Hope Campaign and 

a diocesan Safety 

First Grant will cover 

a portion of the 

work at St. 

Elizabeth’s with the residual being paid out of the Accessibility Funds 

already collected by the Parish, so our general operating budget will 

not be as impacted. 

Finally, due to your generosity, the Finance Councils at both parishes 

are able to present to Bishop Coyne a balanced budget for this next 

fiscal year. Full copies of the financial reports from last year and the 

approved budget for this year are available in the back of church 

should you wish to review them.  

Again, thank you for your continued generosity and support of our 

parishes in all sorts of varied and wonderful ways. May God Bless you 

and your families! 

Josh 

Copies of the Balance Sheet, the 2020-2021 Profit & Loss Statement 

and the 2021-2022 Budget are available at the back of the church or 

by contacting  Elizabeth by  at the Parish Office at 802-728-5251 or by 

email to ourladyofangelsandvalley@vermontcatholic.org   

Accrual Basis

30-Jun-2021

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings

1000 · Cash and Equivalents

1003 · New Northfield Checking

1003-1 · NEW Northfield Reg. Checking 18,431.51$      

1003-2 · New Northfield - COH funds 8,714.17$        

Total 1003 · New Northfield Checking 27,145.68$      

1005 · Northfield Savings

1005-1 · Northfield Savings -Regular 141,760.87$    

1005-2 · Northfield Sav - Funds for Poor 8,414.42$        

Total 1005 · Northfield Savings 150,175.29$    

1015 · Northfield Savings Bk Money Mar 14,361.96$      

Total 1000 · Cash and Equivalents 191,682.93$    

Total Checking/Savings 191,682.93$    

Other Current Assets

1200 · Other Current Assets

Total 1201 · Deferred/ Prepaid Expenses 4,674.13$        

1204 · Due From (to) Our Lady Angels 8,873.29$        

Total 1200 · Other Current Assets 13,547.42$      

Total Other Current Assets 13,547.42$      

Total Current Assets 205,230.35$    

Fixed Assets

1300 · Fixed Assets

1303 · Buildings

1303-1 · Buildings Improvements 40,729.01$      

1303-2 · Rectory Drainage 7,200.00$        

1303-99 · Bldg Accumulated Depreciation (30,538.78)$     

Total 1303 · Buildings 17,390.23$      

Total 1300 · Fixed Assets 17,390.23$      

Total Fixed Assets 17,390.23$      

TOTAL ASSETS 222,620.58$    

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

2000 · Payables

2005 · Accounts Payable 12,579.38$      

Total 2000 · Payables 12,579.38$      

Total Accounts Payable 12,579.38$      

Total Current Liabilities 12,579.38$      

Total Liabilities 12,579.38$      

Equity

3000 · Net Assets

3200 · Temp. Restricted Net Assets

3201 · Restricted Net Assets - COH 8,714.17$        

Total 3200 · Temp. Restricted Net Assets 8,714.17$        

Total 3000 · Net Assets 8,714.17$        

30000 · Opening Bal Equity 1,027,536.10$ 

3010 · Retained Earnings (913,690.71)$   

Net Income 87,481.64$      

Total Equity 210,041.20$    

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 222,620.58$    

Our Lady of the Valley Parish Charitable Trust

Balance Sheet

mailto:ourladyofangelsandvalley@vermontcatholic.org
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The Life of Father Michael J. McGivney 
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 
Michael Joseph McGivney was born in Waterbury, Conn., on August 
12, 1852, the first child of Patrick and Mary (Lynch) McGivney. His 
parents came to the United States in the great 19th-century wave of 
Irish immigration and were married in Waterbury. Patrick was a 
molder in the heat and noxious fumes of a brass mill. Mary gave birth 
to 13 children, six of whom died young, leaving Michael with four 
living sisters and two brothers. Life was not easy, especially for 
Catholic immigrant families who often faced prejudice, social 
exclusion, and financial and social disadvantages. Young Michael thus 
experienced from an early age grief, anti-Catholic bigotry and 
poverty. But his faith sustained him. At home and in church, he 
learned and embraced love, faith, fortitude, prayer 
and putting love of God above any earthly 
rewards. 
 
Michael attended the public schools of 
Waterbury’s working-class neighborhoods. A good 
student, he was noted for “Excellent deportment 
and proficiency in his studies.” At age 13, shortly 
after the Civil War, he graduated three years early 
and began work in the spoon-making department 
of a brass factory to provide a few more dollars for 
his family. 
 
In 1868, 16-year-old Michael left home to pursue 
God’s call to the priesthood. His formation as a 
seminarian was rich and diverse, spanning two 
countries, four seminaries and instruction by three 
religious orders — the charity-oriented 
Vincentians, the academically rigorous Jesuits, and 
the experienced formers of diocesan clergy, the 
Sulpicians. 
 
Throughout his formation, his personal virtues, concern for others 
and use of God-given intellectual talents shone forth. At the College 
of St. Hyacinthe in Quebec, Canada, he received an award for his 
studious dedication. He also stood out academically at Our Lady of 
Angels Seminary in Niagara Falls, N.Y., and St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Montreal. 
 
In June 1873, tragedy struck with the death of his father, nearly 
upending 20-year-old Michael’s vocation. He returned to Waterbury 
for the funeral, unsure whether he would need to leave seminary and 
return to factory work to support the family. By God’s grace, the 
bishop of Hartford intervened. Seeing Michael’s great priestly 
potential, he provided financial support for him to enter St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Baltimore. There, Michael was appointed sacristan, a 
responsibility that underscored his reputation for piety and 
orderliness. Holiness did not make him aloof, and he was 
remembered for his sense of humor — as well as for his enthusiasm 
for the relatively new game of baseball. 
 
After four years of study, Michael was ordained by Archbishop (later 
Cardinal) James Gibbons on Dec. 22, 1877, in Baltimore’s historic 
Cathedral of the Assumption, the nation’s first cathedral. A few days 
later, with his widowed mother present, Father Michael J. McGivney 
celebrated his first public Mass at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Waterbury, beginning his life as a priest — a busy and difficult 
vocation — which then had a life expectancy of only about 40 years. 

Father McGivney was assigned as curate (assistant) of St. Mary's 
Church, the first Catholic parish in the busy port city of New Haven. 
There he faced challenges related to a priest shortage, parish debt, 
illnesses, and hostility toward Catholics. The church became a 
lightning rod for anti-Catholic derision, expressed in a New York Times 
headline, “How an Aristocratic Avenue Was Blemished by a Roman 
Church Edifice.” Against this backdrop, Father McGivney navigated 
relationships with non-Catholics gracefully, while striving to prevent 
the culture’s hostility from eroding the faith of his people. 
 
Sought out for his wise counsel, and instrumental in a number of 
conversions to Catholicism, Father McGivney had a gift for touching 
hearts and leading souls to God.  In a notable case that gained 
widespread press coverage, he ministered to James (Chip) Smith, a 

21-year-old Catholic who was on death row 
for shooting and killing a police officer 
while drunk. Father McGivney visited him 
daily to offer guidance, prayer and Mass in 
the city jail over many months. This had a 
profound effect. The young man’s change 
of heart was so marked that local 
newspapers hailed Father McGivney’s 
ministry.  After Mass on execution day, the 
priest's grief was profound. Smith 
comforted him, saying, “Father, your 
saintly ministrations have enabled me to 
meet death without a tremor. Do not fear 
for me, I must not break down now.” 
Father McGivney walked with him to the 
end, leading him in prayer and blessing him 
at the scaffold. 
 
‘A Man of the People’ 
With a priestly heart, he accompanied 
those of all ages and walks of life in their 

suffering and uncertainty, and found practical ways to address their 
needs. While his first concern was always the faith of his flock, he was 
attuned to familial, social, financial, civic and societal issues as well. 
His strong, serene demeanor spoke both of God’s law and mercy, and 
people were naturally drawn to his reserved yet welcoming manner. 
Intent on building a dynamic parish for his hard-working and largely 
poor flock, he staged parish plays, outings and fairs, and he revitalized 
a group dedicated to overcoming alcoholism within his community. 
 
According to one of his contemporaries, Father McGivney’s “life was 
an open book, whose pages all might read, and the influences that 
radiated from his active, energetic and zealous personality, brought 
many a poor wanderer to the house of God, back to the faith of his 
childhood, and to the sacred tribunal of penance, where with faith, 
contrition and humility, he became reconciled to his Heavenly Father. 
Father McGivney was nothing, if not active. His energy was restless, 
ever seeking new outlets, and to this disposition are we indebted for 
the existence of the Knights of Columbus.” 
 
In an article titled “The Personality of Father McGivney,” a fellow 
priest described his demeanor in almost mystical terms: “It was a 
‘priest’s face’ and that explains everything. It was a face of wonderful 
repose. There was nothing harsh in that countenance although there 
was everything that was strong.” In a similar vein, a layman wrote of 
Father McGivney’s steady and reassuring voice attracted even some 
non-Catholics to the church to hear him preach. 
 

https://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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A man of strategic vision, Father McGivney worked closely with the 
city’s leading Catholic men, whom he gathered in the basement of St. 
Mary’s Church to explore the idea of a Catholic fraternal benefit 
society. The new Order would help men keep their faith; would make 
the case that one could be both a good Catholic and a good American 
citizen; and would financially help families who had lost a 
breadwinner to stay together, thereby not only enabling their 
temporal well-being but also helping them avoid a disbanding that 
could erode their faith as well. 
 
In the words of one parishioner, “He was a man of the people. He was 
zealous of the people’s welfare, and all the kindliness of his priestly 
soul asserted itself more strongly in his unceasing efforts for the 
betterment of their condition.” 
 
Decades ahead of his time, Father McGivney had a keen sense of the 
layman’s unique vocation, needs and potential contributions, and he 
drew his people into the life and activities of the parish. This 
respect for the laity led Father McGivney to found the Knights 
of Columbus, a fraternal organization for Catholic men, in 
1882. 
 
The young priest designed a way to strengthen the 
Catholic faith of men and their families while 
providing financial protection when they 
suffered the death of the breadwinner. He well 
knew that keeping families together assisted 
both temporal and spiritual needs. At the time, 
without means of financial support, families were 
often split up, threatening both the integrity of the family 
and — depending on the destination of the various family 
members — their faith as well. His new fraternity was 
designed to provide Catholic men with an alternative to anti-
Catholic secret societies that offered social and employment 
advancement but drew them away from the faith. 
 
Father McGivney proposed that the new group be named for 
Christopher Columbus. Universally esteemed at the time as the heroic 
discoverer of the New World, Columbus would highlight the deep 
roots of Catholics in America — and the long history of Catholic 
evangelization in this hemisphere. 
 
On March 29 – a day celebrated annually as Founder’s Day – the 
Connecticut legislature granted a charter establishing the Knights of 
Columbus as a legal corporation. 
 
The name “Knights” appealed to the Civil War veterans in the group 
who saw the noble principles of knighthood in the Order’s protection 
of the faith, family finances and the civil and religious rights of 
Catholics. A charter member wrote that Father McGivney was 
“acclaimed as founder by 24 men with hearts full of joy and 
thanksgiving; recognizing that without his optimism, his will to 
succeed, his counsel and advice, they would have failed.” 
 
In a letter to priests of his diocese, Father McGivney said that his first 
goal in founding the Knights of Columbus was “to prevent people 
from entering Secret Societies, by offering the same, if not better, 
advantages to our members.” His second purpose was “to unite the 
men of our Faith throughout the Diocese of Hartford, that we may 
thereby gain strength to aid each other in time of sickness; to provide 
for decent burial, and to render pecuniary assistance to the families 
of deceased members.” 

 
The Order’s original principles were unity and charity. “Unity in order 
to gain strength to be charitable to each other in benevolence whilst 
we live and in bestowing financial aid to those whom we have to 
mourn,” Father McGivney wrote. Principles of fraternity and 
patriotism were added later. Knights were led by their founder to 
take on the many challenges facing Catholic family life — poverty, 
early death, secret societies, anti-Catholicism — with the flexibility to 
take on other duties in the future. With a vision for growth, he asked 
the pastors in Connecticut to kindly help “in the formation of a 
council in your parish.” 
 
As an indication of the respect the first Knights had for Father 
McGivney’s leadership, they moved to elect him head of the new 
Order. However, the humble priest insisted that a layman should lead 
the lay organization. James T. Mullen, a Civil War veteran, was 
elected the first supreme knight and Father McGivney took up the 

office of supreme secretary. Two years later, when operations 
were on a sound footing, Father McGivney resigned his 

executive post to become supreme chaplain, explaining that 
his first obligation to the Order was to serve as a 

priest. 
 
At his last Mass at St. Mary’s, the large church 
was filled with grateful souls who felt closer to 
God through his ministry. A printed testimonial 

said that his courtesy, kindness and purity of life, 
despite burdens and afflictions, had “secured the 

love and confidence of the people of St. Mary’s, which 
will follow him in every future field of labor.” His flock in 

New Haven was heartbroken at his departure. . A journalist 
covering his last Mass at St. Mary’s described the scene: 

“Never, it seemed, was a congregation so affected by the parting 
address of a clergyman as the great audience which filled St. Mary’s 
yesterday. Some of those present wept aloud and others sobbed 
audibly.” 
 
In November 1884, Father McGivney was named pastor of St. Thomas 
Church in Thomaston, a factory town more than 30 miles from New 
Haven named for the clockmaker Seth Thomas. The parish served 
working-class parishioners who had few resources beyond their faith. 
With prayerful acceptance, Father McGivney put his seven years at St. 
Mary’s behind him and moved from the bustling city of New Haven to 
the smaller town of Thomaston. 
 
In his six years at St. Thomas, Father McGivney built strong ties with 
parishioners and cared for their spiritual and temporal welfare. He 
also cared for a mission church, driving his horse and carriage to 
celebrate Sunday Mass in both locations. He continued to serve as 
supreme chaplain, but like a true “Father” and pastor of souls, he 
trusted the leaders of the Order in New Haven to carry on the work 
he began among them, as the Knights of Columbus continued to grow 
beyond Connecticut. 
 
Never robust in health, Father McGivney fell ill with tuberculosis and 
was stricken with severe pneumonia in January 1890. The young 
priest lost physical strength just as his Order was moving toward new 
vitality. After seeking respite and remedies, he was eventually 
confined to bed in the rectory, where his concern and prayers for his 
people only increased. He died on August 14, two days past his 38th 
birthday. 
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