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St. Anthony 
221 Church Street 

P O Box 63 
Bethel, VT 05032 

 

Our Lady of the Angels 
& Parish Offices 

43 Hebard Hill Road 
P O Box 428 

Randolph VT 05060 
 

St. Elizabeth 
169 S. Main Street 

Rochester, VT 05767 
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Rev. Scott A. Gratton, Pastor 
 

Elizabeth Stuart, Parish Secretary 
(513)238-4854 – cell 

Email: estuart@vermontcatholic.org 
 

 
Parish website: www.ourladyvt.org 

Parish Office: 802-728-5251 
Email: ourladyofangelsandvalley               

@vermontcatholic.org
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THIS WEEKEND –  2nd Collection: Fuel/Energy 
Friday, December 24:  Christmas Eve 
**PARISH OFFICE CLOSED** 
OLA~4:00 pm-Kelly Boucher+ (by Patrice Conard) 
St E~7:00 pm-Joel Tidd+ (by a friend) 
St A~12:00 midnight – Intentions of Thomas Lloyd 
for his birthday (by Mary Johnson) 
Saturday, December 25: Nativity of the Lord 
OLA~9:00 am-Intentions of Sierra Johnson (by Mary 
Johnson) 

St A~12:30 pm CHRISTMAS DINNER 

St E 3:00 Adoration & Confessions 
St E 4:00 pm Healing in the Hansen Family (by 
Elizabeth Stuart) 
Sunday, December 26: Holy Family 
OLA~9:00 am Intentions of the Parishioners 
St A~11:00 am Kathy Johnson+ (by Mary Johnson) 
 

THIS WEEK: 
Monday, December 27 St. John, the Evangelist 

**PARISH OFFICE CLOSED** 
St A~ 7:00 am Adoration 
Tuesday, December 28 Holy Innocents 

**PARISH OFFICE CLOSED** 
St A~ 5:15 pm Adoration 
Wednesday, December 29 
St E~ 4:00 pm Adoration 
OLA~ 5:00 pm Adoration  
Thursday, December 30 
OLA~8:30 am Adoration 
OLA~12:30 pm RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, December 31:  New Year’s Eve 

**PARISH OFFICE CLOSED** 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration 
OLA~6:00 pm KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:  

New Year’s Eve Potluck Dinner & Dance 
 

NEXT WEEKEND – 2nd Collection: Building Fund 
Saturday, January 1:  Mary, Mother of God 
St A~9:00 am-Alfred Paquin+ (by Jeanet Paquin) 
St A~10:00 am-First Saturday Rosary 
St E 4:00 pm-Milton Aylward+ (by Mary Johnson) 
 

Sunday, January 2: Epiphany of the Lord 
OLA~9:00 am Intentions of the Parishioners 
St A~11:00 am Intentions of Deborah Lloyd for her 
birthday (by Mary Johnson) 
 

UPCOMING: 
January 15 to January 29 
VT National Guard Training:  
Fr. Gratton will be unavailable, weekend Masses 
will be covered by Fr. Bernie Gaudreau 
   

Remember to pray for the sick and 

hurting, especially for…… Janice Brown, 

Pam Corcoran, Rita Morin, Frank Mojzesz, Bobby 
Perez, Richard Perez, Cathy Bigelow, Paul & Sue 
Field, Samantha Field, Sophie Weden, Nancy 
McNally, Blanche Rea, Frank Russell, Shirley 
Dumont, Marion Bourn, Maybelle Dumont, Richard 
Church, John Flanagan, Annette W, John Mahaffy, 
Russ Mitchell, Jim Morse, and Karen Johnson. 

 

mailto:estuart@vermontcatholic.org
http://www.ourladyvt.org/
mailto:ourladyofangelsandvalley@vermontcatholic.org
mailto:ourladyofangelsandvalley@vermontcatholic.org
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CURRENT PROTOCHOL:     Face masks are recommended but not required at this time. 
 

WELCOME to all our Visitors:  
Got questions? I may not have the 
answers, but I bet I can find someone 
that does…contact Elizabeth Stuart, at 
513-238-4854 (cell), or email at 
estuart@vermontcatholic.org . 

 

Accessibility Advisory Committee for 
St. Anthony’s Church: 

Will be beginning anew in 2022.  If you are 
interested in this issue, please contact Elizabeth 
at the Parish office.  First meeting will be 
planned for the week of January 9th.

The American Red Cross currently has a critical 
need for blood.  A BLOOD DRIVE will be held 

at Our Lady of the Angels on  
Dec 30, 2021, 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 

 

All individuals at blood drives must wear a 
face mask regardless of vaccination status.  

 
Donors may still donate after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. But knowing 
the name of the manufacturer is critical in determining blood donation 
eligibility.

 

KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS 

NEW 

YEAR’S EVE 

POTLUCK 

DINNER / DANCE * 
6:00 pm, Friday, December 31st, 2021   

Our Lady of the Angels Parish Hall 

*Limited to Knights, Spouses of Knights, 

and Spouses of deceased Knights 

(*because of on-going COVID concerns) 

PARISH OFFICES WILL 

CLOSED ON: 

Friday, December 24th for Christmas 

Monday and Tuesday, 

 December 27th & 28th 
(because the Parish Secretary needs to use up  

her Vacation days      ) 

Friday, December 31st   
for New Year’s Eve 



  Our Lady of the Angels & Our Lady of the Valley Parishes 

 26 December 2021                                 Feast of the Holy Family 

3 
 

  



  Our Lady of the Angels & Our Lady of the Valley Parishes 

 26 December 2021                                 Feast of the Holy Family 

4 
 

  



  Our Lady of the Angels & Our Lady of the Valley Parishes 

 26 December 2021                                 Feast of the Holy Family 

5 
 

Feast of the Holy Innocents, 

also called Childermas or 

Innocents’ Day 
December 28th 
 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Feast-of-the-Holy-
Innocents & 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/holy-
innocents-667  

 
The Holy Innocents 
are the children 
mentioned in the 
gospel of Matthew, 
chapter 2:16-18. 
“Herod, perceiving 
that he was deluded 
by the wise men, 
was exceedingly 
angry, and sent his 
soldiers to kill all 
male children ages two and under that were 
in Bethlehem and on the boarders, 
according to the time which he had 
diligently inquired of the wise men. Then 
was fulfilled the Prophesy of Jeremiah: ‘A 
voice in Rama was heard, of lamentation 
and great mourning; Rachel bewailed her 
children, and would not be comforted, 
because they were not.’ ” 
 
The slain children were regarded by the 
early church as the first martyrs, but it is 
uncertain when the day was first kept as a 
saint’s day. The day is observed as a 
religious feast day and, in Roman Catholic 
countries, as a day of merrymaking for 
children. Some churches omit both the 
Gloria and the Alleluia of the Mass in honor 

of the grieving mothers of Bethlehem, 
unless the feast falls on a Sunday. 
 
The Greek Liturgy asserts that Herod killed 
14,000 boys, the Syrians speak of 64,000, 
and many medieval authors speak of 
144,000, according to Rev. 14:3. Modern 
writers reduce the number considerably, 

since 
Bethlehem was 
a rather small 
town.  Differing 
scholars come 
to different 
conclusions of 
course, varying 
anywhere from 
six, or ten to 
twelve, or 
fifteen to 
twenty 

 
This cruel deed of Herod is not mentioned 
by the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, 
although he relates quite a number of 
atrocities committed by the king during the 
last years of his reign. The number of these 
children was so small that this crime 
appeared insignificant amongst the other 
misdeeds of Herod.  
 
It is impossible to determine the day or the 
year of the death of the Holy Innocents 
since the chronology of the birth of Christ 
and the subsequent Biblical events is 
uncertain. We do know that the infants 
were slaughtered within two years 
following the apparition of the star to the 
Wise Men.  
  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Feast-of-the-Holy-Innocents
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Feast-of-the-Holy-Innocents
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/holy-innocents-667
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/holy-innocents-667
https://www.britannica.com/topic/church-architecture
https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.britannica.com/topic/mass-Christian-religious-service
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The winners of the $100.00 

prizes in the Christmas Bazaar 

Raffle at OLA were:  

1. Fr. John Carroll 

2. Peg Mollitor 

3. Evan DeBernardo 

4. Teresa Donahue 

5. Dick Marois 

Thank you to everyone that baked, 

staffed tables, and volunteered!  

Thank you to everyone that stopped, 

shopped and ESPECIALLY to everyone 

that cleaned up afterward!  …. Total 

proceeds from the Bazaar came to 

just over $1,800. 

 

Thanks to generous donations from unknown 

persons, both Our Lady of the Angels AND 

Our Lady of the Valley Parishes are 

benefiting from the Vermont Catholic 

Community Foundation matching grant.  That 

means that in addition to 80% of the initial 

gifts, each Parish will also receive an 

additional $1,000 from the matching grant 

to put toward our establish Parish goals.   

As of December 22, 2021:   

OLA goal $79,020:  >Pledges/gifts $25,212 

=> 32% of goal 
 

OLV goal $122,361   >Pledges/gifts $64,422 

=> 53% of goal 

 

From the Office of the Secretary: 

Thanks go out to everyone that helped decorate our Churches for 

the Nativity of the Lord…I hope you are as amazed as I at the 

thought of a love so infinite.  To come as a wee babe, to suffer colic 

and wet diapers and to experience hunger, thirst, tiredness so that 

we might, just MIGHT understand that God really does want a 

relationship with me, with you, with each of us.  To come to us as 

a baby, to become a man like us so that we could understand Him, come to love 

Him, become a part of His Divine family.  AMAZING!   
 

Merry Christmas, everyone, from Fr. Gratton & Elizabeth!   
 

PS.  The PILGRAMAGE to Italy will be taking place September 21-

October 1, 2022 – mark your calendars (more details to follow) !! 
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Lift Up Your Hearts: 
A Look at the Liturgy of the Mass 

By Josh Perry:  Part Fourteen::  The Homily 

 Before the Second Vatican Council, the 

homily was considered a secondary 

element in the liturgy and was often 

skipped. The Word of God, even if 

proclaimed in Latin, can stand on its own. 

This is true enough, but the bishops at the 

Council realized the importance of the 

homily for making the Word of God come 

alive in a dynamic way to the people 

gathered to worship. The homily “brings 

out the ‘today’ of God’s word.” 1 
  

More than mere explanation of the 

readings, the homily “is necessary for the 

nurturing of the Christian life” (General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal, 65). In 

the Catholic tradition, the homily is based 

on the readings proclaimed or other prayers 

in the liturgy. Thus, the homily is closely 

linked to the celebration of liturgy or to the 

season in which the liturgy takes place 

(Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter). Some 

from certain Protestant traditions may 

recognize the distinction between this and 

the sermon; oftentimes, the sermon is 

written around a certain topic, and the 

Scripture readings are selected based on 

the sermon material. In the Catholic 

tradition, it works the other way around: 

the homily is based on the readings found 

in the lectionary.  
  

As a rule, only a bishop, priest, or deacon 

may give a homily at the liturgy. 

Although this seems as an unnecessary 

restriction against laypeople (as there are 

many qualified men and women that can 

give wonderful, faith-filled reflections on 

the readings), the rule highlights the 

connection between the Liturgy of the 

Word, the homily, and the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist. What is proclaimed in the 

Liturgy of the Word (the presence of 

Christ) becomes really present in the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist, at which the 

priest presides and deacon assists. The 

relationship between the Liturgy of the 

Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, and the 

priest presiding over both is maintained in 

reserving the homily only to a priest or 

deacon. 
  

Some may describe our experience of Mass 

as circular: we hear the same (or similar 

prayers) Sunday after Sunday, the 

readings repeat every three years, the 

rituals are the same each weekend. Adolf 

Adam, a noted liturgical theologian of the 

20th century, prefers viewing liturgy as a 

spiral: even though the readings, prayers, 

and rituals are similar from celebration to 

celebration and year to year, we come to 

liturgy with different life experiences – 

sometimes drastic differences – over the 

weeks, months, years, and decades. As the 

liturgy interacts with our life, we realize 

we react differently in the liturgy, we hear 

things differently, or we pray differently. 
 

May the homily help us – in whatever 

experiences we find ourselves – interact 

with the prayer of the Church. May it allow 

us to spiral deeper and deeper into our 

spiritual self and into the Mysteries of 

God.  
1.  Quoted from A. G. Martimort’s The Church at Prayer: 

The Eucharist pg 67 
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