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St. Anthony 
221 Church Street 

P O Box 63 
Bethel, VT 05032 

 

Our Lady of the Angels 
Church & Parish Office 

43 Hebard Hill Road 
P O Box 428 

Randolph, VT 05060 

St. Elizabeth 
169 S. Main Street 

Rochester, VT 05762 

 

**************************************************************************************************

Rev. Scott A. Gratton, Pastor 
 

Elizabeth Stuart, Parish 
Secretary 

513-238-4854 – cell 
Email: 

estuart@vermontcatholic.org 
 

 

Parish Website:  
www.ourladyvt.org 

Parish Office: 802-728-5251 
Email: ourladyofangelsandvalley 

@vermontcatholic.org 
 

 

CURRENT PROTOCHOL:     Face masks are recommended but not required at this time. 
 

THIS WEEKEND – 2nd Collection: Building Fund 
Saturday, January 1:  Mary, Mother of God 
St A~ 9:00 am-Alfred Paquin+ (by Jeanet Paquin) 
St A~ 10:00 am 1st Saturday Rosary 
 

Saturday, January 1:  Epipahny of the Lord (Vigil) 
St E~3:00 pm Adoration & Confession 
St E~ 4:00 pm-Milton Aylward+ (by Mary Johnson) 
 

Sunday, January 2: Epiphany of the Lord 
OLA~ 9:00 am Intentions of the Parishioners 
St A~ 11:00 am Intentions of Deborah Lloyd for her 
birthday (by Mary Johnson) 
 

THIS WEEK: 
Monday, January 3 
St A~ 7:00 am Adoration 
Tuesday, January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
St A~ 5:15 pm Adoration 
Wednesday, January 5 St. John Neumann 
St E~ 4:00 pm Adoration 
OLA~ 5:00 pm Adoration  
Thursday, January 6 St Andre Bessette 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration 
Friday, January 7 St Raymond of Penafort 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration  
 

NEXT WEEKEND – 2nd Collection: Heat/Fuel 
Saturday, January 8 Baptism of the Lord (Vigil) 
St E~3:00 pm Adoration & Confession 
St E~ 4:00 pm-Todd Aylward+ (by Mary Johnson) 
 

OLA~7:00 pm WELCOME BACK, FR. GRATTON POTLUCK 
 

Sunday, January 9 Baptism of the Lord 
OLA~9:00 am Intentions of the Parishioners 
St A~11:00 am Kathy Johnson+ (by Mary Johnson) 
 

UPCOMING: 
Wednesday, January 12 
OLA~ 7:00 pm Bible Study: St. Matthew 
Thursday, January 13 
St A~ 7:00 pm-OLV Parish Council  
January 15 to January 29 
VT National Guard (Army Mountain Warfare School):  
Fr. Gratton will be unavailable, weekend Masses will be 
celebrated by Fr. Bernie Gaudreau 
Saturday, January 15 
OLA~ 11:00 am Bible Study: St. Matthew 
Monday, January 17 
Sharon Area Rest Stop Fund Raiser 
Tuesday, January 18 
Bethel Library~ 5:30 pm Book Club Jesus, A Pilgrimage 
by James Martin 
 

WELCOME to all our Visitors:  

Have you got questions? About the Catholic Church?  
About what is happening at Mass? 
About becoming Catholic?   I may not 
know the answers, but I bet I can find 
someone that does…contact Elizabeth 
Stuart, at 513-238-4854 (cell), or email 
at estuart@vermontcatholic.org 

mailto:estuart@vermontcatholic.org
http://www.ourladyvt.org/
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Remember to pray for the sick and 

hurting, especially for…… Janice Brown, Pam 

Corcoran, Rita Morin, Frank Mojzesz, Bobby Perez, 
Richard Perez, Cathy Bigelow, Paul & Sue Field, 
Samantha Field, Sophie Weden, Nancy McNally, Blanche 
Rea, Frank Russell, Shirley Dumont, Marion Bourn, 
Maybelle Dumont, Richard Church, John Flanagan, 
Annette W, John Mahaffy, Russ Mitchell, Jim Morse, 
and Karen Johnson. 
 

MaryAnn Church, after 

many faithful years, is 

retiring from the music 

ministry at St. 

Anthony’s Church.  

Please join Fr. Gratton, Elizabeth, and all 

parishioners at St. Anthony church in 

thanking her for her consistent 

performance in selecting and executing the 

musical accompaniment for so many 

Masses over the last twenty plus years!  

Her sacrifice has led so many souls closer 

to Christ in the Eucharist. Thank you so 

much, Mary Ann, and may God bless you 

abundantly in your retirement! 
 

Have you considered online 
giving?  Weekly, monthly, or 
one-time donations can all be 
made electronically.  To set up 
a donation, go to the Parish 
Website, www.ourladyvt.org, 
click on the word DONATE, 
then, about the middle of the 

page, select Online Giving, then the desired Parish 
which will open a list of Donation categories such as 
Sunday Collection, Mass Intentions, etc. Choose the 
appropriate category and the payment method should 
display.  This is where you can enter frequency (weekly, 
monthly, one time), amount (using one of the amounts 
displayed or entering an amount manually), and 
payment information (credit card data or checking 
account). 

Bob’s M&M Beverage, 
4 Salisbury Street, Randolph, VT 
Did you know that 
our Parishes have 
an agreement with 
Bob’s M&M 
Beverage?  Take 
your redeemable 
bottles to Bob’s and 
ask them to credit 
the deposits to Our Lady of the Angels and Our Lady of 
the Valley, and our Parishes will accrue the benefit.  
Fiscal year to date, we’ve collected over $50.00.  So 
“thanks” to all who are already helping and “hey, think 
about it” to all you who haven’t been aware of this 
possibility.   
 
 

Pilgrimage to Italy  
Dates: 

September 21st 

to October 1st. 

Many, many 

more details will follow! 

 

CELEBRATION:  
Come for the food, come for the 

fellowship, come and share the 

joy of having Fr. Gratton back 

with us:  come to All Parishes 

Potluck on Saturday, January 

8th, at Our Lady of the Angels 

Parish Hall at 7:00 pm:  come 

and let us celebrate together!  

http://www.ourladyvt.org/
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To Cathy Day, to 

her team of 

kitchen angels, and 

to everyone who 

made monetary 

contributions in support of this 

traditional ministry.  Although 

attendance this year was 

limited by the bad weather, 

Christmas Dinner at St. 

Anthony’s Parish Hall on 

Christmas Day was wonderful.  

The “extra” food was delivered, 

in part, to the local ambulance 

squad, and to feed the Clan 

Gratton, who were all 

unexpectedly stuck at the 

Rectory for another day waiting 

for the roads to clear up! 

Saint John Neumann 
Feast day January 5 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-
resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-john-
neumann/ 

 

As a boy, John 
Neumann lived in 
Bohemia, which is 
now part of Czech 
Republic. He studied 
hard, for he wanted 
to be a missionary 
priest in America. By 
the time he was 
twenty-four, he had 
learned six 
languages and had 
completed his 
studies for the 
priesthood. He was 
not ordained, 

however, because his bishop thought there were 

enough priests in his country. So John Neumann 
decided to leave for America, hoping to be ordained 
there. He said goodbye to his parents and brother and 
sailed for the United States. When he arrived, he had 
one suit of clothes and one dollar in his pocket. Three 
weeks later, the bishop of New York ordained him. 
 
Father John’s first work was with the German-speaking 
people in mission parishes near Buffalo, New York. He 
was not considered very handsome, and some people 
disliked him and his ways. Priests at that time traveled 
on horseback and went long distances to care for 
people in neighboring towns and villages. People 
laughed at the clumsy way Father John rode. Because 
he was short, his feet did not reach the stirrups. 
Children made fun of him. John remained silent, 
however, and continued going about teaching religion, 
visiting the sick, and training teachers. 
 
Father John felt the need for community life, so he 
entered the Redemptorist Order. He was the first 
Redemptorist to make vows in the United States. He 
became the superior of the American branch of the 
order. When Father John was forty-one years old, he 
became the fourth bishop of Philadelphia. Still, some 
people did not welcome him. They did not care for his 
accent and his plain style. Besides these people, John 
had to deal with an anti-Catholic group that was 
burning convents and schools. Because John felt he 
wasn’t capable of doing his job, he asked for a smaller 
diocese, but he was told to stay. 
 
John started Catholic schools in his diocese, for he 
believed it was very important for children to be 
educated and taught the ways of Jesus. In eight years 
Philadelphia’s two Catholic schools grew to one 
hundred schools. John brought many teaching orders to 
his diocese. He published two catechisms and many 
articles. 
 
Bishop John Neumann died of a heart attack while he 
was walking down the street. 
 
Throughout his life, John Neumann went about his work 
quietly and humbly. No special honors were given him. 
He was even unpopular. Only after his death did people 
begin to talk about their humble, good bishop who 
worked so hard for God   
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St Elizabeth Ann Seton 
https://bisoncatholic.org/st-elizabeth-seton#:~:text 
 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (28 August 1774 in New York 
City – 4 January 1821) was the 
first United States-born 
canonized Saint in the Roman 
Catholic Church. She was the 
foundress of the Sisters of 
Charity of Saint Joseph, the first 
community of religious women 
founded in the United States. 
Her establishment of Saint 
Joseph’s Academy and Free 
School for girls paved the way 
for the parochial school system 
in the United States later in the 
nineteenth century. 
 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was 
born into a prominent 
Episcopalian family in New York 
City, August 28, 1774, the 
second of three daughters of Dr. Richard Bayley and 
Catherine Charlton Bayley. Catherine Bayley’s father 
was Dr. Richard Charlton, rector of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church on Staten Island. Dr. Bayley was a 
physician and professor of medicine (anatomy) at King’s 
College (now known as Columbia University). 
 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton came from a Protestant 
background, converted to Roman Catholicism, and was 
a co-worker with John Carroll in the formative years of 
the Catholic Church in the new nation of the United 
States. She was one of the most influential Catholic 
women in the early nineteenth century; her legacy and 
influence continues in the twenty-first century. 
 
Elizabeth married William Magee Seton, scion of a 
wealthy New York mercantile family with international 
connections, January 25, 1794, at the home of her 
sister, Mary Bayley Post. Five children were born 
between 1795 and 1802, Anna Maria, William, Richard, 
Catherine, and Rebecca. As a young society matron, 
Elizabeth enjoyed a full life of loving service to her 

family, care for the indigent poor, and religious 
development in her Episcopal faith, nurtured by the 
preaching and guidance of Rev. John Henry Hobart, an 
assistant at Trinity Church. She and her sister-in-law, 
Rebecca Mary Seton, became known as the “Protestant 

Sisters of Charity.” 
 
As the eighteenth century drew to a 
close, a double tragedy visited 
Elizabeth. Political and economic 
turmoil took a severe toll on William 
Seton’s business and on his health. He 
became increasingly debilitated by the 
family affliction, tuberculosis. Hoping to 
arrest the disease, Elizabeth, William, 
and Anna Maria embarked on a voyage 
to Italy. On their arrival in Leghorn 
(Livorno), they were placed in 
quarantine; soon after, December 27, 
1803, William died. At age twenty-nine, 
Elizabeth had become a widow with 
five children. 
 
For the first time Elizabeth experienced 

Roman Catholic piety in her social equals. She was 
deeply impressed, especially, by the doctrine of the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist. She returned to New 
York in June 1804, full of faith turned to religious 
conflict when the Setons heard of her inclinations. 
 
After almost a year of searching, she made her 
profession of faith as a Roman Catholic in March 1805, a 
choice which triggered three years of financial struggle 
and social discrimination. To support her children, she 
opened a school in New York City. The good reputation 
of the school resulted in an invitation of several priests 
of the Society of Saint Sulpice to open a school for girls 
next to Saint Mary’s Seminary. In June, 1808 she moved 
with her family to Baltimore to open the school. 
 
During her years in Emmitsburg, Elizabeth suffered the 
loss of two of her daughters to tuberculosis, Anna Maria 
in 1812 and Rebecca in 1816. By that time, she herself 
was weak from the effects of the disease. She spent the 
last years of her life directing St. Joseph’s Academy and 
her growing community. She died of tuberculosis 
January 4, 1821, at the age of forty-six. 
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Lift Up Your Hearts: 
A Look at the Liturgy of the Mass 

By Josh Perry:  Part Fifteen 

The Profession of Faith or 

The Creed 
As we consider the last two elements in the 

Liturgy of the Word (the Profession of 

Faith and the General Intercessions), we 

recognize a subtle shift. Up to this point, 

the Liturgy of the Word has 

been primarily God moving 

towards the Church through 

the Word of God. Confronted 

with the great presence of 

God in Scripture, what can 

the Church do but respond in 

faith (Creed) and prayer 

(General Intercessions). 

These last two elements in 

the Liturgy of the Word are 

the Church’s response to 

God’s Word. As God moves 

towards us in Scripture, so 

too do we move toward God in 

professing our faith and 

offering prayer. 

 

The earliest form of the profession of faith 

can be found in baptismal liturgies and 

still survives today in the Rite of Baptism. 

This is the simple question-and-answer 

form. “Do you believe in God? Do you 

believe in Jesus Christ? Do you believe in 

the Holy Spirit?” The way these questions 

were asked varied from place to place. In 

some places, the one to be baptized faced 

west toward the horizon of the setting sun, 

the horizon from which the sun disappears, 

and light vanishes, to renounce the 

darkness. “Do you reject sin? Do you reject 

Satan?” The minister would then turn the 

person to face east, toward the place where the sun 

rises, and ask the remaining questions about 

belief in God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. In 

other places, the person would already be standing 

in the water, and after the answer to each 

question, the person would be plunged into the 

baptismal waters – “I baptize you in the name of 

the Father/and of the Son/and 

of the Holy Spirit.” 

As the basic beliefs of 

Christianity were challenged by 

various groups, the bishops 

began to meet in Councils to 

organize statements of belief – 

or creeds. The earliest is the 

Apostles Creed, formulated at 

the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. 

The Apostles Creed is an option 

that can be recited at Mass 

today. (It can be found at #143 

in the hymnal.) More 

commonly, we hear the Nicene 

Creed (#142 in the hymnal). 

As the early Church’s 

understanding of doctrine and 

dogma developed, its creeds became more refined 

and elaborate. The Nicene Creed is a further 

development of the Apostle’s Creed and was 

formulated in 381 during the Council of 

Constantinople. These creeds were not recited in 

liturgies right away, though. It wasn’t until the 

sixth century that the Creeds would become a 

common element in liturgy. Prior to that time, 

only the questions asked at baptism served as a 

profession of faith. Although many other creeds 

have been written since the first two Councils of 

the Church and may even be used by certain 

churches, the Nicene Creed remains common to all 

the great Churches of both East and West to this 

day.
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