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St. Anthony 
221 Church Street 

P O Box 63 
Bethel, VT 05032 

 

Our Lady of the Angels 
Church & Parish Office 

43 Hebard Hill Road 
P O Box 428 

Randolph, VT 05060 

St. Elizabeth 
169 S. Main Street 

Rochester, VT 05762 

 

**************************************************************************************************

Rev. Scott A. Gratton, Pastor 
 

Elizabeth Stuart, Parish Secretary 
513-238-4854 – cell 

Email: estuart@vermontcatholic.org 
 

 

Parish Website:  www.ourladyvt.org 
Parish Office: 802-728-5251 

Email: ourladyofangelsandvalley 
@vermontcatholic.org 

 
 

CURRENT PROTOCOL:     Face masks are recommended but not required at this time. 
 

THIS WEEKEND – 2nd Collection: Catholic Education 
January 15 to January 29 
VT National Guard (Army Mountain Warfare School):  
Fr. Gratton will be training in Jericho for these two 
weeks.  The Masses this weekend will be celebrated by 
Fr. Robert Murphy. Thank you, Fr. Murphy! (*please 
pray for Fr. Gaudreau who is sick this weekend). 
 

Saturday, January 15 
Sharon Area Rest Stop Fund Raiser 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
St E~ 3:00 pm Adoration & Confession 
St E~ 4:00 pm- Intentions of the Parishioners 
 

Sunday, January 16  
OLA~ 9:00 am -Roger Brown+ (by Fran Flannery)  
St A~ 11:00 am Intentions of Daniel Lloyd on his  

birthday (by Mary Johnson) 
 

THIS WEEK: 
Monday, January 17 St Anthony, Abbot  

& Martin Luther King Jr Day 

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
St A~ 7:00 am Adoration 
Tuesday, January 18 
St A~ 5:15 pm Adoration 
Bethel Library~ 5:30 pm Book Club Jesus, A Pilgrimage  

by Fr. James Martin 
Wednesday, January 19 
St E~ 4:00 pm Adoration 
OLA~ 5:00 pm Adoration 
OLA~ 7:00 pm Bible Study: St. Matthew  
Thursday, January 20 St Fabian, St Sebastian 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration 
St A~ 7:00 pm-OLV Parish Council 

Friday, January 21 St Agnes 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration  
NEXT WEEKEND – 2nd Collection:  

Share Your Faith (the Church in Latin America) 
Saturday, January 22 
St Augustine, Montpelier~ 9:00 am Rosary 
St Augustine, Montpelier~ 9:30 am Mass for Life 
OLA~ 11:00 am Bible Study:  St. Matthew 
St E~ 3:00 pm Adoration & Confession 
St E~ 4:00 pm- Intentions of the Parishioners 
 

Sunday, January 23 
OLA~ 9:00 am -Roger Brown+ (by Fran Flannery)  
St A~ 11:00 am Intentions of Daniel Lloyd on his 
birthday (by Mary Johnson) 
 

UPCOMING: 
Wednesday, January 26 
OLA~ 7:00 pm Bible Study: St. Matthew 
Saturday, January 29 
OLA~ 11:00 am Bible Study: St. Matthew 
 
 

WELCOME to all our Visitors:  

Have you got questions? About the Catholic 
Church?  About the Mass? 
About becoming Catholic?   
Contact Elizabeth Stuart, at 
513-238-4854 (cell), or email at 
estuart@vermontcatholic.org 
 

mailto:estuart@vermontcatholic.org
http://www.ourladyvt.org/
mailto:estuart@vermontcatholic.org
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Remember to pray for the sick and 

hurting, especially for…… Janice Brown, Pam 

Corcoran, Rita Morin, Bobby Perez, Richard Perez, Cathy 
Bigelow, Paul & Sue Field, Samantha Field, Sophie 
Weden, Nancy McNally, Blanche Rea, Frank Russell, 
Shirley Dumont, Marion Bourn, Maybelle Dumont, 
Richard Church, John Flanagan, Annette W, John 
Mahaffy, Russ Mitchell, Jim Morse, and Karen Johnson. 
 

Have you considered online 

giving?  Weekly, monthly, or 

one-time donations can all be 

made electronically.  To set up 

a donation, go to the Parish 

Website, www.ourladyvt.org, 

click on the word DONATE, 

then, about the middle of the page, select Online 

Giving, then the desired Parish which will open a list of 

Donation categories such as Sunday Collection, Mass 

Intentions, etc. Choose the appropriate category and 

the payment method should display.  This is where you 

can enter frequency (weekly, monthly, one time), 

amount (using one of the amounts displayed or 

entering an amount manually), and payment 

information (credit card data or checking account).  

 

Bob’s M&M Beverage, 

4 Salisbury Street, Randolph, VT 

Did you know that our Parishes have an 

agreement with Bob’s M&M Beverage?  Take 

your redeemable bottles to Bob’s and ask them 

to credit the deposits to Our Lady of the Angels 

and Our 

Lady of the 

Valley, and 

our Parishes 

will accrue 

the benefit.  

Fiscal year 

to date, 

we’ve collected over $50.00.  So “thanks” to all 

who are already helping and “hey, think about it” 

to all you who haven’t been aware of this 

possibility.   
 

Pilgrimage to Italy 

Dates: September 21st 

to October 1st. 

~ details to follow 

 

 
 

9:00 am Rosary 
 

9:30 am Mass for Life 

St Augustine’s Catholic Church 

16 Barre Street 

Montpelier VT 
 

10:45 am March to the State 

Hours steps – participants are 

to gather outside and behind 

City Hall at 10:45 for the 

March to the Capitol.  Pro-life 

signs will be provided by Vermont 

Right to Life. 

 

http://www.ourladyvt.org/
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St. André Bessette: 

Simple Life, Extraordinary Holiness 
by Ashley Olik 
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-andr-bessette-
simple-life-extraordinary-holiness/ 
 

St. André Bessette, birth name Alfred 
Bessette, was born in Quebec on 
August 9, 1845. He was baptized at 
birth due to concerns that he would 
not survive infancy, and he remained 
sickly—especially with stomach 
problems—for the majority of his life. 
Tragically, he was orphaned by age 
twelve.  A childhood pastor named Fr. 
André Provençal took Alfred under his 
wing and, when young Alfred 
discerned his vocation, encouraged 
him to join the Holy Cross 
Congregation.  The order was hesitant 
to accept Alfred because of his poor 
health and lack of formal education, 
but the Archbishop of Montreal 
intervened on his behalf, and Alfred 
entered the novitiate.  He took the 
name "André" after the pastor who 
had done so much for him. 
 

"My Superiors Showed Me the Door." 

Br. André was given the position of 
doorkeeper, which was considered 
one of the lowliest positions in the community. He was 
not bitter or ashamed about this, and even joked: “At 
the end of my novitiate, my superiors showed me the 
door, and I stayed there for forty years.” He lived out 
this incredibly ordinary and humble duty with fervor 
and love, greeting and helping visitors who came to the 
community and adjoined college. His long-time 
devotion to St. Joseph became known when word of 
miraculous healings began to circulate. These healings 
would often occur when Br. André touched the person 
with oil from a lamp that burned in front of a beloved 
St. Joseph statue.  When people praised Br. André for 
these miracles, he is said to have answered: “I am 
nothing…only a tool in the hands of Providence, a lowly 
instrument at the service of St. Joseph.” 
 

As the number of pilgrims to see this humble miracle 
worker increased, Br. André asked the Archbishop 
permission to build a small shrine to St. Joseph, to 

which the Archbishop said yes...if André raised the 
money himself.  True to his agreement, Br. André raised 
over $200 (equivalent to over five thousand dollars 
today) not by preaching or giving fundraising talks or 
charging an entrance fee to see him, but by giving local 
college boys haircuts for five cents. 

The number of pilgrims 
increased when the small 
oratory to St. Joseph was 
built. Plans were made to 
build a large basilica 
dedicated to St. Joseph, 
and André was released 
from his doorkeeper 
duties in order to be the 
caretaker of the oratory 
and all those who came to 
visit.  After many decades 
of simple service, charity, 
and prayer, Br. André 
died at the age of ninety-
one on January 6th, 1937. 
By that time thousands of 
miraculous healings were 
attributed to his 
intercession through St. 
Joseph and almost a 
million people attended 
his wake.  
As for the basilica, André 

was able to witness the St. Joseph statue placed inside 
the unfinished basilica before he died. The basilica was 
finally completed and dedicated in 1955. St. André was 
canonized on October 17, 2010, with his feast day 
celebrated on January 6th. 
 

St. André and the Feast of the Epiphany 

It is a beautiful coincidence that St. André shares a feast 
with the day traditionally reserved for the celebration of 
Epiphany, marking the arrival of the three Wise Men to 
the Holy Family.  It can be tempting to think that we 
have nothing valuable to offer the Lord. Perhaps we 
have no gold because we are poor. Perhaps we have no 
incense because we are not priests who have dedicated 
their whole lives to God, or great theologians who have 
pondered and taught the great mysteries of the faith.   
But we do all have “myrrh,” each in our own way. We 
have our daily sacrifices, our daily deaths to self through 
humility and surrender, and our daily sufferings of body, 
mind, and soul. “People who suffer have something to 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-andr-bessette-simple-life-extraordinary-holiness/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/st-andr-bessette-simple-life-extraordinary-holiness/


Our Lady of the Angels & Our Lady of the Valley Parishes 

16 January 2022 Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

6 
 

offer to God. When they succeed in enduring their 
suffering, that is a daily miracle.”  —St. André Bessette 
 

This is certainly what St. André Bessette offered to 
Jesus. With no family, no money, no education, and an 
abundance of bodily suffering, he nevertheless 
dedicated his life to God and to the quiet, humble 
patronage of St. Joseph. The results were literally 
miraculous! 
 

Let us also offer our littleness to God without 
discouragement or embarrassment, both on Epiphany 
and every day of our lives. After all, St. André tells us 
that, “It is with the smallest brushes that the artist 
paints the best paintings.” 
 

Prayer to Saint André for Healing 

Saint André, I come to you in prayer for 

healing. (state your intention) You were 

no stranger to illness. Plagued by 

stomach problems, you knew suffering 

on a daily basis, but you never lost faith 

in God.  Thousands of people have 

sought your healing touch as I do today.  

Pray that I might be restored to health 

in body, soul and mind.  With St. Joseph 

as my loving Protector, strengthen my 

faith and give me peace that I might 

accept God’s will for me no matter what 

the outcome. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Intercession of Saint 

André 

Lord, you have chosen Brother André to 

spread devotion to Saint Joseph, and to 

dedicate himself to all those who are 

poor and afflicted. Grant through his 

intercession the favor that we now 

request (state your intention).  Grant us 

the grace to imitate his piety and 

charity, so that, with him, we may share 

the reward promised to all who care for 

their neighbors out of love for you. We 

make this prayer in the name of Jesus 

the Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Lift Up Your Hearts: 
A Look at the Liturgy of the Mass 

By Josh Perry:  Part Seventeen 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist:  

The Preparation of 

the Altar and Gifts 
 

The first part of the Liturgy of the Eucharist includes 

the preparation of the altar and the gifts. This part of 

the Mass was traditionally known as the offertory, 

but the name has been changed so as not to confuse 

these preparatory parts with the offering of the bread 

and wine in the Eucharistic Prayer when we give 

thanks to God and ask the Holy Spirit to come down 

upon the bread and wine so that they may become the 

Body and Blood of the Lord. 
 

The Preparation of the altar consists of setting the 

altar with the Roman Missal (the book of prayers for 

the Mass), the cups, the purificators (the cloths that are 

used to wipe the cups), and the water that is used 

during the preparation. Just as we prepare a dinner 

table for a special meal, so to do we prepare our altar on 

which the Eucharistic meal will be celebrated. On high 

feasts, we may even dress the altar with special altar 

cloths and corporal. Most of the time, the cloths are 

already on the altar at the beginning of Mass. (Some 

may remember the corporal as being a square piece of 

cloth on which the bread and wine were placed; now in 

many places, since multiple cups and plates are used 

for the distribution of communion, the corporal has 
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evolved into a larger cloth that covers the entire top of 

the altar.) 
 

The preparation of the gifts begins with the gift-bearers 

bringing down the bread and wine. This procession 

once involved many members of the assembly. They 

would come to the altar and offer the bread and wine 

from their homes. What they offered was placed on the 

altar, and the priest would offer a blessing over the 

food. Although most of us don’t physically offer gifts 

of food now, we still symbolically partake in these 

preparation rites: the bread and wine come from the 

midst of the assembly and are carried by gift-bearers 

representing the entire assembly. Some partake by 

offering their financial gifts to the 

needs of the parish and greater Church. 

We all partake by offering ourselves in 

prayer – perhaps by continuing the 

intercessions we’ve just prayed together, 

perhaps by our own personal prayer, or 

perhaps by singing (or meditating on) 

the music we hear at the point in the 

liturgy. 
 

Once the priest or deacon receives the 

gifts of bread and wine from the gift-

bearers, he takes them to the altar to 

prepare them. Much of the ritual that 

happens here takes place quickly and 

the words that are said are said 

inaudibly. When these rituals first 

appeared in the liturgy, they had a purely functional 

purpose, and only later attained spiritual or symbolic 

significance. 
 

The priest or deacon first prepares the main chalice – or 

cup. He first pours wine into the cup and then adds 

some water. 
 

When this ritual first appeared, it was meant to cut the 

strength of the wine, which – in ancient times – was so 

thick it could not be drunk without being diluted. 

Now, though, the wine and water have taken on 

symbolic meaning as the divinity and humanity of 

Christ. This meaning is expressed in the words the 

priest or deacon silently prays as he is adding the 

water to the wine: “By the mystery of this water and 

wine, may we come to share in the divinity of Christ, 

who humbled himself to share in our humanity.”  

Daring words to pray! In these words, Christmas and 

Easter meet. By the incarnation, when God became 

flesh and dwelt among us in Jesus, and by Jesus’ 

death and resurrection, can we hope to attain eternal 

life with God.   
 

The prayers over the bread and wine are in a prayer-

form that derives from the Jewish tradition. These 

Jewish blessings would be familiar to Jesus as they 

were (and remain to this day) standard prayers 

during the Passover meal: “Baruch atah Adonai…” or 

“Blessed are you, Lord, God…” In these prayers over the 

bread and wine, the priest takes the gifts given by God 

(“through your goodness”) and presents them back to 

God (“we have this bread/wine to offer”). The people 

partake in this by responding “Blessed 

be God forever.” But then the priest does 

something more…he offers us as he did 

the bread and wine. He does this by 

silently praying while bowing 

profoundly, “With humble spirit and 
contrite heart, may we be accepted by 
you, O Lord, and may our sacrifice in 
your sight this day be pleasing to you, 
Lord God.”  These words from the Book 

of Daniel remind us that we can only 

offer God simple gifts of bread and 

wine, and the gift of our humble 

hearts, yet God has the power to 

transform those gifts of bread and 

wine into the Body and Blood of Christ 

and transform us so that we “may 

share in the divinity of Christ.” 

  

Finally, the priest washes his hands. Again, in early 

times, this had pragmatic function, but today its 

meaning is much richer. As he washes his hands, he 

says “Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin.” This is a private prayer the 

priest recites for himself as he prepares to proclaim the 

Eucharistic Prayer. 

  

In the preparation of the gifts, then, may we recognize 

our very lives, given to us by God, as gifts offered 

back to God.  As we present the bread and wine to God 

so that he may transform those gifts into the Body 

and Blood of Christ, may we also present ourselves, 

that we may be transformed by Christ and work to 

transform the world. 
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Christopher M Wilson, DDS PC 
55 Central Street 
Randolph VT 05060 
(802)728-3343 
www.wilsondentistryvt.com 
 
 

 
 
 

40 MARSH MEADOW ROAD 
BETHE VT 05032 
(802)234-9951 

WWW.BETHELMILLS.COM 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Day Funeral Home 
4 Franklin Street  

Randolph, Vermont  05060 
Phone 728-3222 

Randy Garner ~ Larry Davignon ~ Ryan Maxfield 


