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St. Anthony 
221 Church Street 

P O Box 63 
Bethel, VT 05032 

 

Our Lady of the Angels 
Church & Parish Office 

43 Hebard Hill Road 
P O Box 428 

Randolph, VT 05060 

St. Elizabeth 
169 S. Main Street 

Rochester, VT 05762 

 

**************************************************************************************************

Rev. Scott A. Gratton, Pastor 
 

Elizabeth Stuart, Parish Secretary 
513-238-4854 – cell 

Email: 
estuart@vermontcatholic.org 

 

Parish Website:  
www.ourladyvt.org 

Parish Office: 802-728-5251 
Email: ourladyofangelsandvalley 

@vermontcatholic.org 
 

 

CURRENT PROTOCOL:     Face masks are recommended but not required at this time. 
 

 
THIS WEEKEND – NO 2nd Collection 

 

Saturday, January 29 
OLA~ 11:00 am Bible Study:  St. Matthew 
St E~ 3:00 pm Adoration & Confessions 
St E~ 4:00 pm Mass: Intentions of the Parishioners 
 

Sunday, January 30 
OLA~ 8:00-8:45 am Confessions 
OLA~ 9:00 am Mass:  Phillip Mollitor+ (by KofC Vt 
State Council)  
St A~ 11:00 am Mass:  For the Living & Deceased 
Members of CDA Court St. Anthony 

St. A~ Noon – 12:30 pm Confessions 
Norwich Univ.~ 5:30 pm Confessions 
Norwich Univ.~ 6:30 pm Mass (No Intention) 
 

THIS WEEK: 
Monday, January 31   St. John Bosco   
St A~ 7:00 am Adoration 
St A~ 8:00 am Mass – (No Intention) 
Tuesday, February 1 
St A~ 5:00 pm Adoration 
St A~ 6:00 pm Mass – (No Intention) 
St A~ 6:30 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 
Wednesday, February 2  Presentation of the Lord 
OLA~ 7:00 pm Bible Study: St. Matthew 
Norwich Univ. ~ 7:00 pm Confessions 
Norwich Univ.~ 7:30 pm Mass (No Intention) 
Norwich Univ. ~ 8:00 pm “Catholicism 101 Course” 
Thursday, February 3  St Blaise 
OLA~ 8:00 am Mass/Blessing of the Throats (No 
Intention) 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration 
Friday, February 4 
OLA~ 8:00 am Mass (No Intention) 
OLA~ 8:30 am Adoration  
Menig Nursing Home~ 11:00 am Mass (No Intention) 
 
 

mailto:estuart@vermontcatholic.org
http://www.ourladyvt.org/
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NEXT WEEKEND – 2nd Collection: Building Fund 
Saturday, February 5  St. Agatha 
OLA~ 9:00 am Mass (Opus Dei Visitors) 
OLA~ 9:30 am 1st Saturday Rosary 
OLA~ 11:00 am Bible Study:  St. Matthew 
St E~ 3:00 pm Adoration & Confessions 
St E~ 4:00 pm Mass:  Ed McCormack+ (by Jim & 
Josephine Whitley) 
 

Sunday, February 6 
OLA~ 8:00-8:45 am Confessions 
OLA~ 9:00 am Mass: Alice Goudreau+ (by John & 
Elizabeth Mahaffy) 
St A~ 11:00 am Mass: For the Intentions of the 
Parishioners 
St. A~ Noon – 12:30 pm Confessions 
Norwich Univ.~ 5:30 pm Confessions 
Norwich Univ.~ 6:30 pm Mass (No Intention) 
 

UPCOMING: 
Tuesday, February 8 
St A! 6:30 pm Catholic Daughters of America 
Wednesday, February 9 
OLA~ 7:00 pm Bible Study: St. Matthew 
Saturday, February 12 
OLA~ 11:00 am Bible Study: St. Matthew 
 

Remember to pray for the sick 

and hurting, especially for……  
Janice Brown, Pam Corcoran, Rita Morin, Bobby 
Perez, Richard Perez, Cathy Bigelow, Paul & Sue 
Field, Samantha Field, Sophie Weden, Nancy 
McNally, Blanche Rea, Shirley Dumont, Marion 
Bourn, Maybelle Dumont, Richard Church, John 
Flanagan, Annette W, John Mahaffy, Russ Mitchell, 
Jim Morse, and Karen Johnson. 

Pilgrimage to Italy ’22! 

September 21st to October 1st 
➢ three days in Assisi 

➢ three days in Siena 

➢ four days in Rome 

~ more details to follow! 

WELCOME to all our Visitors:  
Have you got questions? About the Catholic 
Church?  About the Mass? About becoming 
Catholic?   Call 513-238-4854 (cell), or email 
estuart@vermontcatholic.org to connect 
with Elizabeth.  If she doesn’t have the 
answers, she can find someone who does. 

 
Christ Our Hope Matching Gift 

An anonymous donor has made a $5,000 

matching gift for the first donations of 

$500 or more made on online on January 

31, to the Christ Our Hope campaign. 

The parish will receive a hundred percent 

of the $500 match towards their Christ Our Hope goals. 

Each parish can receive up to two matches. Go to 

christourhopevt.org/donate to donate online 
 

IDENTIFIED PROJECTS: 

OUR LADY OF ANGELS:   

•New signage for the property  

•Holy Cross Cemetery facelift (fencing, lighting, 

landscaping, road maintenance, flag)  

•Solar Panels 

•High-yield savings account/investment for future projects  
 

 

OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY: 

•St. Anthony Rectory:  

drainage, asbestos and mold remediation, windows, 

insulation, interior refurbishing  

•St. Anthony Parish Hall:  

new chairs, update kitchen, ceiling, floors, bathrooms, 

handicap accessibility 

•St. Elizabeth:  painting 
 

Progress as of January 19, 2022:   

OLA goal $79,020:   

>Pledges/gifts $26,012 => 33% of goal 
 

OLV goal $122,361    

>Pledges/gifts $64,522 => 53% of goal 
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Saint John Bosco: 

Father, Teacher, Friend 
By Monique Sammut | January 30, 2018 
https://mycatholickids.com/saint-john-bosco-father-
teacher-friend/ 
 

In the Beginning 
Saint John Bosco was born on August 16, 1815, into a 
poor family.  He was the youngest of 
three boys.  Mr. Bosco died when 
John was two and he was raised by his 
mother, Margaret.  John spent most 
of his time in Church, growing food, 
and raising sheep with his family.  
Even though they were poor, 
Margaret always helped those less 
fortunate. 
 

John Bosco the Dreamer 
John had many dreams throughout his 
life.  When he was nine, he had one 
that was especially life changing.  
In this dream, there was a crowd of 
boys, laughing, playing, and swearing.  
John tried to stop the boys by fighting 
with them.  Then, a man appeared 
(Jesus) and told John, “You will have to win these friends 
of yours not by blows but by gentleness and love.  Start 
right away to teach them the ugliness of sin and the value 
of virtue.”  When John asked him how he would find the 
wisdom to lead these boys and to do the impossible the 
man replied, “I will give you a teacher.  Under her you will 
become wise.” Then a woman appeared (Our Blessed 
Mother).  The boys had turned into a crowd of wild 
animals and the woman told him, “This is the field of your 
work.”  But then, the wild animals turned into lambs.  
John began crying, wanting to know clearly the meaning 
of what was happening.  The woman told him, “In good 
time you will understand everything.” 
 

Journey to the Priesthood 
One day, John saw a group of circus performers.  He 
began practicing the entertaining magic tricks he saw 
them perform hoping that he could then use these to 
attract others and hold their attention.  John began 
putting on shows, reciting homilies he heard at Mass, and 
inviting those in attendance to pray with him. He began 
thinking about the priesthood which seemed an 
impossible dream because of his poverty and lack of 

education.  A kind priest taught him a little and gave him a 
few books.  Despite his older brother’s objections, John 
eventually left home at the age of 12 and found work.  
Another priest became his guide and friend, helping, 
teaching, and supporting him.  In 1835, John Bosco 
entered the seminary, and six years later in 1841, he was 
ordained a priest. 
 

Working with Boys 

Father Bosco, or Don Bosco, disapproved of corporal 
punishment, instilling a sense of 
duty and virtue instead.  He 
encouraged frequent reception of 
of the Sacraments and daily Mass, 
guided children in a fatherly way, 
and united spirituality with work, 
study, and play.  Don Bosco’s work 
with boys began with one orphan 
and gradually expanded.  During his 
visits to prison to minister to the 
inmates, he noticed many young 
boys in jail.  He began to attract 
boys in the streets, primarily the 
children of the poor and orphans, 
by using magic tricks, attempting to 
keep the boys out of jail.  He also 

fought for the rights of apprentices and encouraged 
many of his boys to consider the Priesthood.  Don 
Bosco’s mother eventually came to help him, and 
became known as “Mama Margaret.”  In 2006, Pope 
Benedict XVI declared her a Venerable!  In 1859, Don 
Bosco started the Oratory of St. Francis de Sales for 
boys. This Oratory allowed him to keep the boys out 
of trouble.  Despite objections from parish priests 
and even the Chief of Police, Don Bosco kept going.   
Don Bosco’s success lay in his gentleness and his 
ability to see through the poverty and dirt, into the 
hearts and souls of the boys he helped.  One of Don 
Bosco’s boys is a Saint many know well: Saint 
Dominic Savio. “It is not enough that you love the 
young; they must know that they are loved.” 
 

The Salesians 
In 1859, with the support of Pope Pius IX, John Bosco 
and seventeen other men founded the Salesians, 
under the patronage of Saint Francis de Sales.  Their 
apostolate centered around education and mission 

https://mycatholickids.com/saint-john-bosco-father-teacher-friend/
https://mycatholickids.com/saint-john-bosco-father-teacher-friend/
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work.  John Bosco also founded the Salesian Sisters 
to work with girls. The Salesian motto is simple: 
“Give me souls, take away the rest.”  The Salesians 
opened Sunday schools, apprenticeships, schools 
that prepared boys for the seminary, printing 
presses, night schools for working men, hospitals, 
and technical schools.  
 

Forever Remembered 
Don Bosco died on January 31, 1888, and this day 
(January 31) became his feast day.  

Pope Pius XI, who knew Don Bosco, beatified him on 
June 2, 1929, and canonized him on April 1, 1934.  
Saint John Bosco is the patron saint of apprentices, 
boys, editors, publishers, schoolchildren, the youth, 
and magicians.  He earned and deserved the title, 
“Father and Teacher of Youth.”  
 

“I want to give you the formula for sanctity; first, be 
happy; second, study and pray; third, do good to 
everyone.”  
 

Saint John Bosco, pray for us!  
 

***************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

ST. BLAISE 
Catholic Online Saints & Angels 
Facts 
Feastday: February 3 
Patron: of throat 
illnesses, animals, 
wool combers, 
and wool trading 
Death: 316 
Author and 
Publisher - 
Catholic Online 
 

Saint Blaise was 
the bishop of 
Sebastea and a 
doctor. The first 
known record of 
the saint's life 
comes from the 
medical writings of Aëtius Amidenus, where he is 
recorded as helping with patients suffering from 
objects stuck in their throat. Many of the 
miraculous aspects of St. Blaise's life are written 
of 400 years after his martyrdom in the "Acts of 
St. Blaise."  
 

Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer 
then, eventually, became a "physician of souls." 
He then retired to a cave, where he remained in 
prayer. People often turned to Saint Blaise for 
healing miracles. 
 

In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of 
Lesser Armenia, Agricola, arrested then-bishop 
Blaise for being a Christian. On their way to the 
jail, a woman set her only son, who was 
chocking to death on a fish bone, at his feet. 
 

Blaise cured the child, and though 
Agricola was amazed, he could not get 
Blaise to renounce his faith. Therefore, 
Agricola beat Blaise with a stick and tore 
at his flesh with iron combs before 
beheading him.  In another tale, Blaise 
was being led to the prison in Sebastea, 
and on the way came across a poor old 
woman whose pig had been stolen by a 
wolf. Blaise commanded the wolf return 
the pig, which it did -alive and uninjured - 
to the amazement of all.  When he 
reached Sebastea, the woman came to 
him and brought two fine wax candles in 
an attempt to dispel the gloom of his 
darkened cell. 

 

In the Middle Ages, Blaise became quite popular 
and his legend as a beast tamer spread. He was 
then referred to as the "saint of the wild beast." 
 

Saint Blaise is often depicted holding two 
crossed candles in his hand, or in a cave with 
wild animals. He is also often shown with steel 
combs. The similarity of the steel combs and the 
wool combs made a large contribution to Saint 
Blaise's leadership as the patron saint of wool 
combers and the wool trade

. 
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Lift Up Your Hearts: 
A Look at the  

Liturgy of the Mass 
By Josh Perry:  Part Nineteen 

The Eucharistic Prayer: 

Preface 
  

The first part of the various Eucharistic 

Prayers is the Preface. It is called the 

Preface not because it comes before the 

Eucharistic Prayer; it is indeed an 

integral part of the Eucharistic Prayer.  

Rather, it is called the Preface because it is 

said before all the people. The Preface 

begins with the dialog “The Lord be with 

you. /And with your spirit. /Lift up your 

hearts…” The presider urges the assembly 

to adopt the attitude that will prepare them 

to make the prayer of thanksgiving. There is a 

certain intensity to this request to lift up our 

hearts. Haven’t we lifted up our hearts in prayer 

since the start of the liturgy? It’s almost as if the 

presider was saying “come on, let’s double our 

efforts in prayer, and give God our best 

thanksgiving…” 
  

Following the people’s response “we lift them up to 

the Lord”, the presider then urges them to join in the 

Eucharistic Prayer: “Let us give thanks to the Lord 

our God.” This dialog affirms that the Eucharistic 

Prayer is prayed by all, even though the priest is the 

one who says (or sings) the prayer aloud on behalf 

of the Church. If we respond to the priest’s urging to 

lift up our hearts and give thanks to God, isn’t it 

only appropriate to devote all our attention to this 

prayer? If we respond to the call to lift up our hearts 

and give thanks to God, isn’t it only appropriate to 

participate in the sung acclamations that happen 

later in the Prayer? 

 The entire Eucharistic Prayer is seen as a prayer of 

thanksgiving, but the reasons for thanking God 

find expression in the section that follows the 

dialog. Even though the texts of each Eucharistic 

Prayer do not change (the priest may choose a 

different Eucharistic Prayer each Mass if he so 

desires, but the text of each prayer does not change), 

the preface changes depending on the feast or season 

being celebrated. There are almost 90 prefaces to 

choose from. Some seasons have multiple prefaces 

available; the Easter Season has five prefaces, 

Ascension Sunday has two, and the priest can 

select from eight prefaces for Ordinary Time. The 

preface usually indicates a motive 

of why we are thankful; it names 

one of the great deeds of God: 

“when your children were far off 

on account of sin, you gathered 

them again to yourself…” (Preface 

for Ordinary Time VIII) or “in the 

mystery of the Word made 

flesh…as we recognize God made 

visible, we may be caught up 

through him in love of things 

invisible.” (Preface for Christmas I) 
  

As we consider the words of the Preface, let us 

remember the good deeds of God in our own lives. 

May we then redouble our efforts in praising and 

thanking God as we pray that great Prayer of 

Thanksgiving as members of the Church.  
 

 

Prayer from Fr. Mike Schmitz 

In the Bible in a Year Podcast 

God you are good, and we give you praise. 

Thank you so much for your Word. We ask 

you that you please send your Holy Spirit 

to enliven our minds, to enliven our 

hearts, as we belong to you more and 

more this day and every day. In Jesus' 

name we pray. In the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen
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Day Funeral Home 
4 Franklin Street  

Randolph, Vermont  05060 
Phone 728-3222 

Randy Garner ~ Larry Davignon ~ Ryan Maxfield 


