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There is a scene in the 2020 movie “Roe V. Wade” when 
Dr. Bernard Nathanson breaks down in tears and falls 
against a wall sobbing over and over, “It’s a person. It’s 

a person.”
It is a powerful scene. The moment when one of the most 

prolific abortionists of his time realizes the humanity of the 
unborn child and the gravity of his actions. The moment he has 
a major conversion of heart.

When people blanche at the thought of being labeled 
“pro-life,” the above scene brings home why those who are 
pro-life are so stubborn. It’s a person.

Dr. Nathanson’s real-life conversion gives hope to those 
who are pro-life. Hope that we can reach the lost, those whose 
hearts have been hardened.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
recognizes October as Respect Life Month. During this 
month we are called to reflect on the dignity of every human 
life. How do we love and show mercy to those who hold us 
in contempt? How do we love and show mercy to those who 
WE hold in contempt?

Consider this reflection from Father David Thoroughgood:
“The Lord seeks out the lost, and so do we under His 

guidance and power. He has a real love for the lost, being able 
to see these people as His own children. It is much like a parent 

still looking out for the child who has taken wrong turns and is 
in great trouble at present. …

The parent still loves the wayward child, whereas the general 
public might have contempt for that same ‘child.’ The lost can 
include some very unpopular people, such as murderers, rapists, 
dictators, fraudsters, sex abusers. …”

I dare to add the abortionists and pro-abortion politicians.
A priest from the Archdiocese of Adelaide, Australia, Father 

Throughgood posts his homilies on his blog luxvera.blogspot.
com. His words are filled with charity even though sometimes 
they are hard to read. 

How do we change hearts? How do we reach people and 
convince them of the truth? Perhaps we stop talking and 
instead listen, leaving the heavy lifting up to Our Lord.

St. Teresa of Calcutta famously said, “If you judge people, 
you have no time to love them.”

The words of St. Peter of Alcantara can apply in our times. 
He said, “Truly, matters in the world are in a bad state; but if 
you and I begin in earnest to reform ourselves, a really good 
beginning will have been made.”

“The trouble is that everyone talks about reforming others 
and no one thinks about reforming himself.”

— Phyllis Harkonen is the Respect Life Coordinator  
for the Diocese of Burlington
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you to celebrate the life and teachings of Saint John Henry 
Cardinal Newman. The evening will include Solemn Vespers, 
dinner and dessert, and two presentations on the life and 
thought of Cardinal Newman, featuring a guest speaker from 
St. Thomas Aquinas College, as well as Fr. Chalifoux. $10 per 
person/$15 for two/$5 for each additional guest. RSVP by 
October 3 to: VermontNewman@gmail.com

10|26 TUESDAY
Saints & Sinners
Online • 7 pm
Join us each month to learn how a particular 

saint has influenced the life of our guest speaker. October: 
Fr. Curtis Miller presenting on Ven. Br. William Gagnon. For 
more info: vermontcatholic.org/saints-and-sinners.

11|13 SATURDAY
Annual Women’s Retreat
St. Catherine of Sienna, Shelburne 
8:30 am - 2:15 pm

This year’s theme is: The Heart of Prayer: Our living rela-
tionship with God. Check-in begins at 8:30 am. The key not 
speaker is Sister Barbara Cline of the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Eucharist. Limited number of attendees, deadline registra-
tion November 6 with $30 payment. There will be a waitlist 
in event of cancellations made prior to retreat. Contact Terri 
McCormack at tmccormack@vermontcatholic.org or (802) 
658-6110, Ext. 1451

10|13, 27, 11|10 WED
Living Joy Discussion Group
Online • 7 pm
Join us for Chris Stefanick’s Living Joy: 9 

Rules to Help You Rediscover and Life Joy Every Day. This 
virtual event explores one rule every other week. Offered by 
members of the Diocesan Evangelization Committee. Contact 
pturnley@aol.com for more information.

10|09 SATURDAY
Ordination Mass
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Burlington • 10 am
The Diocese of Burlington joyfully celebrates 

the ordination of two men to the diaconate. Mr. Michael 
Knowles will be ordained to the permanent diaconate and 
Mr. Brandon Schneider will be ordained to the transitional 
diaconate by Bishop Christopher Coyne. This event is open 
for all who wish to attend. For those unable to be with us 
physically for the liturgy, the Mass will be live-streamed on 
the Diocesan website. A light reception will follow in the 
parish hall.

10|10 SUNDAY
Evening Honoring the  
Life and Teachings of  
St. John Henry Newman

Holy Family Church Hall, Essex Junction • 4 - 8 pm
Fr. Kevin Chalifoux and Fr. Matthew Rensch cordially invite 

Upcoming Events

2021
annual appeal
BISHOP’S

As of Sept. 22, 2021: $1,658,202

To learn more or make a gift visit: 
vermontcatholic.org/giveonline   

GOAL: $2,502,465

66%
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DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON CAREERS 

Diocesan Central Offices, South Burlington: 

Administrative Assistant for Human Resources

Administrative Assistant for Pastoral Ministries

Director of Communications

Accountant

Diocesan Catechetical Leader

Diocesan Youth & Young Adult Minister

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, Burlington: 
Cook — $1000 Sign-On Bonus!

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, Burlington: 
Dining Aide — $500 Sign-On Bonus!

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, Burlington:  
LNA / Caregiver — $500 Sign-On Bonus!

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home, Burlington: 
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) — $1,000  
Sign-On Bonus

St. Mark Parish, Burlington:  
Coordinator of Evangelization & Catechesis

vermontcatholic.org/careers

Annual Vermont Catholic

Women’s Retreat
9 am – 2:15 pm, check-in begins at 8:30 am  •  Key Note: Sister Barbara Cline, Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist

Limited number of attendees, deadline registration November 6 with $30 payment.  
There will be a waitlist in event of cancellations made prior to retreat.  
Contact Terri McCormack at tmccormack@vermontcatholic.org or (802) 658-6110, Ext. 1451

The Heart
of Prayer
Our Living 

Relationship 
with
God

Saturday, November 13  •  St. Catherine of Sienna, Shelburne


