
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD December 25, 2022 

Rectory Office: 849-6205  Website: www.stlukevt.org  Email: office@stlukevt.org  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Collections for the Weekend of December 18, 2022  
 

St. Luke:         $   2,107.05   Stewardship $421.00 
Votive Candles:     $58.00 
Ascension:     $   1,228.50        Stewardship $296.00 
Please consider using the Online Giving tool for your weekly donations. 
Visit our website at: www.stlukevt.org and click “Online Giving”. 

Companions with the suffering Christ:  Please pray for the ill  and 
those in need of healing: Anissa Modugno, James Austin, Linda Bar-
rows, Tonia Barbin, George Bilodeau, Danielle & Pat Orioles, Clem 
Cardinal, Alice Collins, Buzz Collins, Barbara Cobiere, Sterling Coon, 
Charlotte, Jim Godin, Jean Gregoire, James Kendall, Jo Ann Kendall, 
Jinny Bogni-LeMay, Jillian Mathieu, Ronald Morin, Ronald Morin II, 
Daeton Orton, Lisa Ouimette, L Q., Joseph Q., Joan Richer, Mary St. 
Arnold, Georgette Seagal, Dan Valley, Delaney Werneke, Sam Wilbur, 
Fr. Maurice Roy, Inmates of the NW Correctional Facility. 

This Week’s Second Collection is for:               
Energy & Fuel 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 
Wed., Dec. 28th  7:30—K of C Meeting 
 

Liturgy Schedule for St. Luke & Ascension Parishes 
 

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve 

3:15 pm – 3:55 am Confessions at St. Luke  
3:45 pm — 4pm Christmas Pageant 
4:00 pm - St. Luke:  For the people 
6:00 pm - Ascension:  All those who died in 2022 
 

Sunday,  December 25th – THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

12 Midnight - St. Luke:  For the people 
 

8:00 am - 8:25 am – Confessions at Ascension  
8:30 am - Ascension:  Special Intention 
 

10:00 am – 10:25 am Confessions at St. Luke (time permitting)  
10:30 am - St. Luke:    Fr. Joseph Lively 
 

Monday, December 26th—St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

9:00 am - NO MASS 
 

Tuesday,  December 27th—St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

4:00 pm - 4:55 pm - Adoration with Confessions at St. Luke 
5:00 pm - St. Luke:  Joan Hahr    
  by Faith Cross & Michael Cross 
 

Wednesday, December 28th– The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

9:00 am - Ascension: Donald & Lorraine Danis & Deceased 
Members of the Danis Family  

  by Kathy & Jean 
 

Thursday,  December 29th—St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 

9:00 am - St. Luke:  Shirley Minor & Fr. Lawrence Ridgely     
 by Jim & Karen Minor 

                                      RoseMarie & Peter by Barbara Moss 
 

Friday, December 30th - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

9:00 am - Ascension:  Albert Redding 
  by Vince & Mary Beth Redding 
 

                                           Promotion of devotion to St. Joseph              
 By a parishioner 

 

Saturday, December 31st—St. Sylvester I, Pope 

3:15 pm – 3:55 am Confessions at St. Luke  
4:00 pm - St. Luke:  Joan Hahr         By Faith Cross & Michael Cross 

 
 

Sunday,  January 1st - SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
 

8:00 am - 8:25 am – Confessions at Ascension  
8:30 am - Ascension:  For the people 
 

10:00 am – 10:25 am Confessions at St. Luke (time permitting)  
10:30 am - St. Luke: For the people 

Offertory Envelopes 
Each year around this time St. Luke and Ascension usually put out 
“offertory envelopes” for parishioners for the following year.  This year’s 
envelopes for both churches were ordered back in July; however, the 
company that does our envelopes has been having problems with staff-
ing, and the envelopes are not ready. At this time, they are estimating 
that they will not be in until January or February of 2023. 
 

Until they come in, there will be envelopes in a rectangular basket at 
the entrances to the churches.  You will just need to take an envelope 
or envelopes, the week before or the day of Mass and fill out the label 
that is on the front of the envelope with your name, your current enve-
lope number, and which collection you want it to go to (Collection 1 or 
2).   The envelopes are old ones that we had that we are upcycling so 
that there is no extra expense to our parishes in the interim. 
 

Questions? Please feel free to contact Mary Beth at the Rectory Office. 

Franklin Deanery Monthly Holy Hour 
 

The Franklin Deanery Priests will host a monthly Holy Hour with 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & confessions on at 6pm on: 

 

January 18—St. Rose of Lima, South Hero  

St. Mary’s Academy 
An Independent Private Catholic School Grades 1-6  

opening fall of 2023 in St. Albans.   
Join the mailing list to learn more at:   
forthechildrenstalbans@gmail.com. 

“Surviving Divorce”  Support Group 
For the newly separated and divorced, as well as for those 
still struggling with issues many years later, we invite you to 
join us for  Surviving Divorce.  Together we will help each 
other answer questions, restore hope, and begin authentic 
healing from the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. 
The 12-week program will begin Thursday, January 12, @ 
6pm in the Parish Center at St. John Vianney Church, 160 
Hinesburg Rd., South Burlington. 
A $25 materials fee is requested to help with the cost.  Ac-
commodations are possible if the fee is a hardship at the time 
of registration. 
For more information, please contact Deacon Josh McDonald 
at jmcdonald@vermontcatholic.org. 

DON’T FORGET… 
To give the gift of Totus Tuus this Christmas!  Makes a great stocking 

stuffer!  Pick up a card at the entrances to both churches.   
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mary Beth @ the 

Rectory (849-6205). 

From the Saint Andrew Novena 
When the edict was issued by the emperor of Rome that everyone 
should go to his own city to be enrolled, Joseph and Mary went to be 
enrolled in Bethlehem. How much the Holy Virgin must have suffered 
on this journey of four days, over mountainous road and in the winter-
time, with its cold rain and wind! When they arrived in Bethlehem, the 
time of Mary's delivery was near. Joseph, therefore, sought some lodg-
ing where she might give birth to her Child. But because they were so 
poor, they were driven away from the houses and even from the public 
inn, where other poor people had found shelter. 
 

So in that night they went a short way out of the town and there found a 
cave that was used as a stable, and here Mary entered. But Joseph 
said to his virgin wife, 'Mary, how can you spend the night in this cold, 
damp cave and here give birth to your Child?' Mary however replied, 
'Dear Joseph, this cave is the royal palace in which the King of kings, 
the Son of God, wishes to be born.' 
 

When the hour of her delivery had arrived, the holy Virgin, as she knelt 
in prayer, all at once saw the cave illumined with a dazzling light. She 
lowered her eyes to the ground and there saw before her the Son of 
God now born on earth, a poor little Babe, crying and shivering in the 
cold. Adoring Him as her God, she took Him to her breast and fondled 
Him. Then she wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and lad Him on the 
straw of the manger that stood in the cave. Thus did the Son of God 
choose to be born among us to prove His infinite love for us. 
  

O Adorable Infant Jesus! I should not have the boldness to cast myself 
at Thy feet, if I did not know that Thou Thyself invitest me to draw near 
Thee. It is I who by my sins have made Thee shed so many tears in the 
stable of Bethlehem. But since Thou hast come on earth to pardon re-
pentant sinners, forgive me also, now that I am heartily sorry for having 
spurned Thee, my Savior and my God, who art so good and who hast 
loved me so much. 
 

In this night, in which Thou bestowest great graces on so many souls, 
grant Thy heavenly consolation to this poor soul of mine also. All that I 
ask of Thee is the grace to love Thee always, from this day forward, 
with all my heart. Set me all on fire with Thy holy love. I love Thee, O 
my God, who hast become a Babe for love of me. Never let me cease 
from loving Thee ever more. 
 

O Mary, Mother of Jesus and my Mother, thou canst obtain everything 
from thy Son by thy prayers. This is the only favor I ask of thee, Do 
thou pray to Jesus for me. Amen. 

Merry Christmas from Father Hahr 
O my Jesus, Thou art infinitely rich, and all the treasures of Divine 
grace are locked up in Thee! These treasures Thou bringest with Thee 
when Thou dost visit us in this Blessed Sacrament, and Thou takest 
an infinite pleasure in opening them to us to enrich our poverty.  
 

My dear Parishioners, this, from a prayer of thanksgiving after Holy 
Communion, reminds us of  why we can always go to Jesus for help, 
since it was to help that He has come to us. As we celebrate His birth, 
my prayer at each of the Christmas Masses is that you will know the 
gift of our Lord’s true presence in your lives. May every blessing be to 
you and your families, now and in the New Year! Merry Christmas to 
each of you!                                                                            ~ Fr. Hahr 

December 27th: Feast of Saint John the Evangelist 
In the second general persecution, in the year 95, St. John was appre-
hended by the proconsul of Asia, and sent to Rome, where he was 
miraculously preserved from death when thrown into a caldron of boil-
ing oil. On account of this trial the title of martyr is given him by the 
fathers, who say, that thus was fulfilled what Christ had foretold him, 
that he should drink of His cup. The idolaters who pretended to ac-
count for such miracles by sorcery, blinded themselves to this evi-
dence; and the tyrant Domitian banished St. John into the isle of Pat-
mos, one of the Sporades in the Archipelago. In this retirement the 
apostle was favored with those heavenly visions which he has record-
ed in the canonical book of the Revelations, or of the Apocalypse: they 
were manifested to him on a Sunday in the year 96 … His exile was 
not of long continuance. For Domitian being slain in September in 96, 
all his edicts and public acts were declared void by a decree of the 
senate on account of his excessive cruelty; and his successor Nerva 
recalled all those whom he had banished. St. John therefore returned 
to Ephesus in 97, where he found that St. Timothy had been crowned 
with martyrdom on the preceding 22d of January. The apostle was 
obliged by the pressing entreaties of the whole flock to take upon him 
the particular government of that church, which he held till the reign of 
Trajan …  
 

Charity, which our great Saint was penetrated with and practiced him-
self, he constantly and most affectionately pressed upon others. It is 
the great vein that runs through his sacred writings, especially his 
epistles, where he urges it as the great and peculiar law of Christianity, 
without which all pretensions to this divine religion are vain and frivo-
lous, useless and insignificant; and this was his constant practice to 
his dying day. St. Jerome relates, that when age and weakness grew 
upon him at Ephesus so that he was no longer able to preach or make 
long discourses to the people, he used always to be carried to the 
assembly of the faithful by his disciples with great difficulty; and every 
time said to his flock only these words: “My dear children, love one 
another.” When his auditors, wearied with hearing constantly the same 
thing, asked him why he always repeated the same words, he replied, 
“Because it is the precept of the Lord, and if you comply with it you do 
enough.” An answer, says St. Jerome, worthy of the great St. John, 
the favorite disciple of Christ, and which ought to be engraved in char-
acters of gold, or rather to be written in the heart of every Christian. St. 
John died in peace at Ephesus, in the third year of Trajan … that is, 
the hundredth of the Christian era, or the sixty-sixth from our Lord’s 
crucifixion, the Saint being then about ninety-four years old, according 
to St. Epiphanius.                                        ~ from Butler’s Lives of the Saints 

December 28th: Feast of the Holy Innocents 
“These then, whom Herod’s cruelty tore as sucklings from their 
mothers’ bosom, are justly hailed as “infant martyr flowers”; they 
were the Church’s first blossoms, matured by the frost of perse-
cution during the cold winter of unbelief.        ~ Saint Caesarius of Arles 


