
dwelt in darkness and despair a light has shone. How timely for 
us to hear these bearings of good news again today.

Yet, what does the Christian message bring to a divided 
nation gripped by pandemic and increasing political, economic 
and social separation? Everything. What does our message 
of hope bring to people who feel isolated, angry and socially 
adrift? Invitation. I believe that more than ever, just as the 
message of Christ has been incarnational from its beginning 
— “God made man” — so the message of Christ that is carried 
forth in the salvific work of the Church is incarnational as well: 
God the Father, Son and Spirit in the Church are manifested 
in the baptized believer who makes present to others the 
fulness of truth that resides in his or heart that God is with us. 
I think our most important work right now in our families, 
in our communities, in our places of work is to be with others 
as a Roman Catholic, preaching the word of salvation by the 
sermon of our lives.  

How can others know that “God is with us?” Because I live 
as one who says, “God is with me.”  

Merry Christmas,

The Most Reverend Christopher J. Coyne            
Bishop of Burlington

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 
light shined” (Is 9:2).

My brothers and sisters, if we ever needed to be 
reminded once again of the full meaning of the 
Incarnation, the present situation in the world and 

in our country presents itself for consideration. “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life” 
(Jn 3:16). Throughout the centuries in this epoch of Christ 
and the Church, time and time again the world has been 
assaulted by the darkness of sin, war, racial hatred, disease and 
pandemics and, time and time again, the Catholic Christian 
faith has been a light that has shined in the darkness. 

In Christ, sin and death — personified as darkness — have 
been overcome by light — Christ the Word made flesh. The 
various biblical stories and traditions of Christmas enflesh this 
truth: The closeness of Christmas Day with its lengthening of 
days to the day of the winter solstice, the shortest day of the 
year in the north; the star hovering above Bethlehem, leading 
the Magi to the stable where Jesus was born; the heavenly 
voices of the angels rejoicing in the night with the triumphant 
message to the shepherds that a “Savior has been born;” and 
the later traditions of the yule log and the lights on the tree and 
candles in the window all proclaiming that upon those who 
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Christ Our Hope Campaign Update
To learn more or make a gift visit: christourhopevt.org.

36% Goal: $9,582,456As of Dec. 9: $3,492,712



DIOCESE OF BURLINGTON 
CAREERS

Diocese: Accounting Assistant — AP/AR

Rice Memorial High School,  
S. Burlington: Bookkeeper, Part-time

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LPN or Med Tech  
— $1000 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LPN or Med Tech

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Full-Time LNA or Caregiver  
— $500 Sign-On Bonus

St. Joseph’s Residential Care Home,  
Burlington: Part-Time LNA or Caregiver

For More Info:  
vermontcatholic.org/careers

vermontcatholic.org/marriagechallenge

CHALLENGES  
TO GROW  

YOUR  
MARRIAGE

IT’S THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT

DEC. 20–26, 2020 

Loveoneanother

As you look over the list you made together,  
the acts of service for someone else, share a moment  

of gratitude. What are you thankful for?

As of December 9: $2,031,314

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal: $2,651,157

Thank you to all those who have 
made a gift already.  We are more 
than 20% behind our goal and ask 
those that can to please consider 
a gift before the end of the year. 
You can make a gift online:  
vermontcatholic.org/donate

100%

77%

To see more events or to submit your event to the diocesan calendar:  
vermontcatholic.org/events

facebook.com/dioburlington
twitter.com/dioburlington

instagram.com/dioburlington

FOLLOW US

St. Joseph Cathedral Livestream
www.vermontcatholic.org/news/ 
communication/tv-mass/

Christmas Eve: 4 p.m.

Christmas Day: 10 a.m.

Where to watch EWTN
www.ewtn.com/tv/schedule/ 
united-states/2020-12-24

Christmas Eve: 3:30 p.m.

Christmas Day: 8 a.m. and 12 p.m.and Day Mass
Christmas Eve 


