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Welcome to our Church! 
 

If you are new to the area or 
looking for a spiritual home, 
you can register at Sacred 
Heart St. Francis de Sales 
parish by stopping in the 
Parish Office to fill out a 
brief census card. Or call the 
Parish Office and we’ll be      
happy to mail you a form.  

 

Welcome  to the family of God and 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church! 

Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
October 12 - 20, 2019 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Oct. 12/13 Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  4:00 p.m. † Marie Maynard - Henry 

  † Rita Gauthier - Her Friend, Adelaide T. 

  7:30 a.m. † Frank & Hazel Kelly - The Family 

  † Constance Kuhn - The Family 

  † Carmen Napolitano - Carmela & Mike Kovage 
 9:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 

  † Rita M. Coyne, Mother of Bishop Coyne 
 

  Monday, Oct. 14 Saint Callistus 

 8:00 a.m. † Dale Palmer - Wife, Betty 
  5:30 p.m. Our Parish Family 
  Miraculous Medal Novena 
 

  Tuesday, Oct. 15 Saint Teresa of Jeusu 

     8:00 a.m. † Pat Farnum - Mary Pat Racicot 
  

  Wednesday, Oct. 16 Saint Hedwig 

  8:00 a.m. † Mary & Anna Bushee - Mary Pat Racicot 

  † Dorothy Carroll - Mary Pat Racicot 

  † Albert Racicot - Mary Pat Racicot 

  † Racicot/Betit Family - Mary Pat Racicot 

  † Riley/Bushee Family - Mary Pat Racicot 

  † Alice & Philip Riley - Mary Pat Racicot 
  

  Thursday, Oct. 17 Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

 8:00 a.m. † Elizabeth Mahon - Vicky & Julie 
 

  Friday, Oct. 18 Saint Luke  

     8:00 a.m. † Gene Farrar - Doris & Ron Alderman 

  † Irene Garder - The Garder Family 
 

  Sat./Sun., Oct. 19/20 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  4:00 p.m. † Our Parish Family 

  7:30 a.m. † Carmen Napolitano - Rhoda Connell & 
      Beverly Mattison 
 9:30 a.m. Julie Guasconi (Living) in honor of her birthday 
     - Vicky 

  † Betty Mahon - Janet & Jim Thibodeau 

Question of the Week 
 

Why pray for the dead? 
 

     Praying for the dead is an ancient practice. The 
Jewish community was doing it two centuries before 
Christ, and inscriptions and ancient liturgies of the 
church testify that early Christians followed this prac-
tice. 
 

     The belief in the communion of saints is an ac-
knowledgment that death doesn’t break the bonds of 
our relationships to one another. The holy ones are 
praying for us, and we are praying for the less-than-
holy-ones still working out the details of their journey 
to total union with God. Because God is love, anything 
unloving has to be left behind for that union to take 
place. In the “economy of salvation” the currency we 
use to assist our friends is prayer. 
 

     Praying for the dead means more than only saying 
prayers for them. It can include any good work per-
formed for their intention. Should we do these things 
for bad people, even really bad ones who may have 
hurt us? Those folks more than any others need our 
help! Jesus tells us to love our enemies and to bless 
those who injure us. Certainly we can bless others in 
death as well as in life. Those who have gone before us 
need our prayers. And someday we will likely need 
theirs.        ~ Alice Camille 

 

Readings for the week of October 13, 2019 
 

Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19 
Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11/Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Lk 11:47-54 
Friday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Lk 10:1-9 
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Lk 12:8-12 
Next Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8 
©LPi 

Sunday Summary 
 

2 Kings 5:4-17  A foreign leprosy sufferer  is healed 
by Israel’s God and pledges his allegiance. 
Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4  In the sight of all nations 
God’s justice is made real. 
2 Timothy 2:8-13  Fidelity to Chr ist will bear  us up 
even in crisis and distress. 
Luke 17:11-19  Ten lepers, 10 healings, one thank-
ful heart. There’s a gratitude shortage.  

And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned,       
glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus 
and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, 
"Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? 
Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" 

 - Lk 17:15-18 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 
 

 
 

 
The School of  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 
442-2446, Ext. 3 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening 
faith in God and Gospel Values in an environment that 
is caring, challenging, and respectful, striving to       
develop in every student the habits of thinking critically 
and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Faith Formation Classes 
     Classes start after the 9:30 a.m. Mass and run until 
11:45 a.m. on the following dates: 

October 20 
November 3 & 17 

 

Attention Students Interested in 
Receiving First Eucharist: 

     The following event is for both students at the 
School of Sacred Heart St. Francis OR the SHSF Faith 
Formation Program: 

Sunday, November 3 - Rite of Welcome  
in the Church 

Parents and children are asked to attend the 9:30 a.m. 
Mass together. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
     Pre-K and Kindergarten families now have an     
opportunity to participate in our Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (CGS) program. This program will 
serve children at both SHSF and SJB. 
     CGS Classes will be held Sundays (2 times per 
month) 9:15 - 10:30 OR weekly on Tuesdays 10:30 - 
noon in the atrium at the SHSF Parish Center. 

Annual Harvest Bazaar 
November 9th 

Doors open at 8:00 AM! 
 

     Come one come all to the School of 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Har-
vest Bazaar on November 9th! For the 
fourth year in a row we are selling   
vendor or artist booths in the Par ish 
Hall. These booths will be a flat fee of 
$40 per spot and all of the profits from 
your retail sales are yours to keep. We 
will be advertising this event locally on 

all available media. If you would like to have a booth 
at this year’s bazaar please contact the school office at 
442-2446 to receive your packet and contract or you 
can also print out an application from the school’s 
web-site: 
http://sacredheartbennington.org/support/harvest-bazaar/. 
 
     In addition to the vendor booths the Bazaar will feature 
the following: 

Bake Sale 
Big Money Raffle 

Bingo 

Breakfast 
Craft Table 

Lunch 
Silent Auction 

 

And a Pasta Dinner that will begin  
at 5:00 PM! 

 

Don’t miss out on this great opportunity 
to support our parish school! 

     Congratulations to Matthew & Courtney Bersaw and their son 
Timothy (pictured above with Fr. Bob) on his baptism. In        
addition to welcoming Timothy; Courtney’s sister, Stephanie and 
her husband Brendan Scanlon also had their daughter Eloise 
baptized.   
     Welcome to our faith community Eloise and Timothy! 

 



 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Kim McLure, Charlie Cook, A.J. Morton, Eden 
Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, Francis “Pete” Roy, 
Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, 
Helen Whitman, Ruth Emaish, Matthew Rubino, 
Sharon Marino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred 
LaBonte, James Feeney, Robert & Therese Long, 
Gloria VanDerzee, Jo Cadiz, Adrianna Dewey, 
Kenneth Swierad, Robert Condon, Kathy Keenan, and 
this week we remember the residents of Crescent 
Manor Care Center. 

October 13, 2019 

Prayer Events this Week 
 

Mon., Oct. 14          10:15 am   BPI Mass 
Tues., Oct. 15           9:30 am   Fillmore Pond Mass 
Tues., Oct. 15           6:30 pm   Prayer Group (Chp) 
Wed., Oct. 16         10:30 am   CLR Rosary 
Wed., Oct. 16           3:00 pm   Vets’ Home Mass 
Thur., Oct. 17         10:30 am   CLR Mass 
 

Meetings/Events this Week 
 

Mon., Oct. 14          7:00 pm   Social Concerns Mtg. 
Tues., Oct. 15        10:30 pm   Cat. of the Good Shpd 
Wed., Oct. 16          1:00 pm   HIS Pantry (dwnstairs) 
Wed., Oct. 16          6:00 pm   Children’s Choir 
Wed., Oct. 16           6:30 pm   Adult Choir Practice 
Fri., Oct. 18        10:00 am   HIS Pantry (dwnstairs) 

“The Eucharist, in the Mass and out-

side of the Mass, is the Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ, and is there-

fore deserving of the worship that is 

given to the living God, and to him 

alone.”  

            – Pope John Paul II  

Adoration Fridays in the chapel 
from 9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Sign-up sheets for one hour shifts are in the chapel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Born to Eternal Life 
 

Doris Bordan 
 

Amelia Gallant 
 

Barbara Green 
 

Anne Stockwell 

RCIA 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
     Do you know someone who is interested in joining 
the Catholic Church or has questions about our     
Catholic Faith?  Someone who: 
 Has never been baptized? 
 Has been baptized, but is not a practicing  
  Catholic? 
 Has been baptized, but never been confirmed? 
 

     If you know of someone like this please ask them if 
they would be interest in becoming a full member of 
our Catholic Church. Please contact Scott  Murphy at 
802-245-4990. Or you may call the parish office at 
442-3141. 

Mass Transit Card 
     Engage yourself and/or your family to pray and pay 
more attention to the Mass. Try the Mass “Transit 
Card” which encourages parishioners to think about 
Mass before and again after. If you and/or your family 
completes a card and you would like to be eligible for 
a drawing for a $25.00 Amazon Gift Card, please place 
each completed card in the bag labeled at the entrances 
of the church.  Any questions—reach out to Kathy 
Murphy. 

The Second Collection this weekend 
is for the maintenance of our church. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend 
is for Mission Sunday. 



The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
October 12 - 18, 2019 

 
 

Disciple Maker Index Survey Results 
 

     “Catholics in the Diocese of Burlington universally have a 
strong set of beliefs in scripture and Church teaching, which 
provides a foundation for extending their faith journey,” said 
Terry Poplava, vice president of ministry development and 
client services at Catholic Leadership Institute. 
     According to the results of the Disciple Maker Index     
Survey which parishioners in the Diocese of Burlington    
completed last spring, these two categories ranked the highest. 
Survey questions focused on the three Diocesan Synod       
priorities — vibrancy, evangelization and communication — 
and asked participants to rank their parish in categories such as 
preaching, spiritual growth, discipleship formation, welcoming 
community and Mass celebration. 
     While Catholics in Vermont universally have a strong set 
of beliefs, “this does not translate into a strong missionary 
impulse,” Poplava said. “Catholics do not feel their parishes 
are equipping them with the knowledge about the faith to 
share their faith journey with others or invite others to         
vocations.” 
     There is an opportunity for growth in the areas of faith  
formation and evangelization for all ages. 
     Catholic Leadership Institute also noted that respondents 
who strongly recommended their pastors were nine times more 
likely to strongly recommend their parishes, and, overall, most 
respondents agreed that preaching was good at their parishes. 
     The Diocese partnered with the Catholic Leadership      
Institute to help parish leaders develop pastoral plans that ad-
dress the synod priority of building vibrant parishes, which 
includes evangelization and communication. The Disciple 
Maker Index Survey was the first step in accessing the 
strengths and opportunities of each parish. Parish teams met 
during the summer to take a deep dive into the survey results 
and create goals in one or more of the three synod priority are-
as based on their parish strengths and opportunities. Each   
parish will share their final plan with parishioners once it is 
complete. 
     “The next step will be moving from documenting a plan to 
the implementation and measurement of progress,” said    
Bishop Christopher Coyne. “There are several ways we plan to 
support parishes in this process including utilizing              
prescheduled clergy meetings throughout the year, such as 
Presbyteral Days in early September, to check in on the      
progress and identify areas where we can provide more      
support.” 
     The Diocese has already begun to implement synod        
recommendations to help improve communication in the     
parishes. More than 30 parishes have converted to new web-
sites through eCatholic, using a template designed to provide 
easy access to the information parishioners want most and to 
share diocesan news and updates. The rest of the parishes are 
scheduled to transition to the new platform over the next year 
and a half. 
     In addition, all the clergy are using uniform email          
addresses, @vermontcatholic.org, to make it easier to       
communicate. 

VTC • Ellen Kane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Coffee & Conversation Time! 
     This Sunday following the 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
Masses join us in the Parish Hall for Coffee and treats.  
It’s a great time to reconnect with your fellow parish-
ioners and welcome those that are new to our parish 
family. 

Parish Life Thank You 2018-2019 
AND 

Opportunities to Volunteer  
 

     A huge thank you to all who attended and           
supported our Parish Life and Fundraising events. We 
thank all those who donated to our raffles. 
     My thanks to Father Bob, Father Hugh and the  
Parish Staff. 
     Thanks to my wonderful Parish Life Team – Gwen 
Hannan, Fran O’Neil, Mary Jepson, Christine       
Pembroke, Peg Daly, and Janet Sausville. They give 
so willingly and lovingly of their time, talent and 
treasure. 
     As we start our 2019-2020 year we 
look forward to working with our previ-
ous volunteers and would welcome new. 
It is a wonderful, fun way to get to know 
your fellow parishioners. 
     We try to run our fundraising activi-
ties with no  expenses. Donations for the 
raffles and suppers would be greatly appreciated. 
     Many hands make light work. If you are interested 
with helping with any of the following activities please 
call Mary Flood at 447-1967 or the Parish Center at 
442-3141. 
 

Harvest Dinner – November 23 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner – March 14 
Spring Raffle - March 14 to April 25 

Spring Sock Hop - April 25 



The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Resources 
Baptism - Contact Kathy Murphy at the Par ish Office. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for those 
who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and confirmation. 
 

Faith Formation for Children 
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage 
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of marriage. 
 

Care of the Sick 
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint 
the sick during regularly scheduled liturgies. 

HIS Pantry Receives Award 
 

     150 people from 26 towns and cities throughout 
Vermont gathered for  the Vermont Catholic         
Community Foundation Annual Meeting on September 
13 at the Old Lantern Inn and Barn in Charlotte. 
     The evening was a celebration not only of the 
growth of the foundation but also the good works    
happening in parishes, schools and outreach to those in 
need in the community. 
     Jon Pizzagalli, board chair, recognized Sacred 
Heart St. Francis de Sales HIS Pantry for its 26 years 
of service to the hungry in the Bennington community. 
Mr. Pizzagalli presented Father Bob, and Ed and    
Phyllis Molloy (representing HIS Pantry), with a 
$1,000 check to support HIS Pantry. 
     “HIS Pantry serves more than 200 families per 
month from Bennington and neighboring towns and 
the number of families needing this assistance has 
been steadily growing,” Pizzagalli said.  
     Congratulations to HIS Pantry and all of the        
volunteers who work quietly behind the scenes. This is 
a well deserved recognition! 

Main Entrance to Parish Center 
Under Construction 

     Beginning on Monday, October 14 and          
continuing for the entire week the main entrance to 
the parish center will be closed while workers repair 
and improve the drainage and surface around the front 
doors. 
     Offices will remain open during this time and you 
will be able to access the building from the Benmont 
Avenue end (follow the signs). Please note that it will 
be necessary for visitors to climb stairs, so we will not 
be handicap accessible for this week. We apologize 
for any inconvenience this may cause.  
     We anticipate having the main entrance fully      
accessible on Monday, October 21. 

  

The Parish Offices will be 

closed 
Monday, October 14th 

for the  

Columbus Day Holiday. 

 


