
D E C E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 1 9  



Welcome to our Church! 
 

If you are new to the area or 
looking for a spiritual home, 
you can register at Sacred 
Heart St. Francis de Sales 
parish by stopping in the 
Parish Office to fill out a 
brief census card. Or call the 
Parish Office and we’ll be      
happy to mail you a form.  

 

Welcome  to the family of God and 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church! 

Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
December 7—15, 2019 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
  Sat./Sun., Dec. 7/8 Second Sunday of Advent 

  4:00 p.m. † Living & Deceased Members of the  
    Sinclair Family - Sandra Sinclair 

  † Louis N. Betit - Wife & Sons 

  † Deceased Members of the Salem Family 
     - Charles & Priscilla Salem 

  † Neva LaCroix  
    - Arthur, Linda & Donna LaCroix 

  † Herb Armstrong - The Family  
 7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 

 9:30 a.m. † Sophie Anne Stehle (20th) - Her Daughters 
 

  Monday, Dec. 9 Immaculate Conception of the 
    Blessed Virgin Mary 
    (not a Holyday of Obligation) 

 8:00 a.m. † Lillian Seward - Jo-Anne & Dennis Amadon  
 5:30 p.m. Our Parish Family 
  Miraculous Medal Novena 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 10 Advent Weekday 

     8:00 a.m. † Rebecca Sausville-Smith  
    - Parish Life Committee 
  

  Wednesday, Dec. 11 Saint Damasus 

  8:00 a.m. † Bob Long - Mary Brochu 

  † Tony Napolitano - Anthony & Elizabeth Tomasi 

  † Josephine Cadiz - Bob Vachon 
  

  Thursday, Dec. 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 8:00 a.m. † Betty Mahon - Rose Santarcangelo 

  † John Mahon - The VA Clinic Staff 
 

  Friday, Dec. 13 Saint Lucy 

     8:00 a.m. † Albina Boulet Guilmette 
 

  Sat./Sun., Dec. 14/15 Third Sunday of Advent 

  4:00 p.m. † Living & Deceased Members of the  
    Knights of Columbus Council #307 

  † Bob McKeon - Wife, Marie & Family 

  † Francis & Doris Tomasi - Betty Jane Liporace 

  † Lillian Rogge - Christiana & Justin Salem 

  † Neva D. LaCroix - Lectio Divina Group 

  † Joanne Harrington (1st) - Her Family 

 7:30 a.m. † George Maroney (5th) - The Family  
 9:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 

Question of the Week 
 

What is the Immaculate Conception? 
 

     None of the four gospels mentions Mary’s origins, 
and the words immaculate conception do not appear in 
scripture, yet the teaching that Mary was conceived 
without sin is essential to Catholic understanding. The 
early stories about Mary come from sources like The 
Birth of Mary, the Protevangelion of James, and The 
First Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus. While these     
documents didn’t make the cut when the canon of 
scripture was set, they remain valuable windows into 
the way early Christians expressed their beliefs. 
 

     One thing they make clear: The early church had a 
powerful sense that the Incarnation-event bound Jesus 
and his mother in a singular, physical infusion of     
divine grace. That helps us appreciate why the         
Immaculate Conception represents a very early church 
understanding. Certain scripture passages point to the 
cosmic preparation of Mary for her role: Genesis 3:15 
(sin will be conquered by a woman); Luke 1:28 (Mary 
is favored); Luke 1:42 (Mary is blessed among      
women). 
 

     There was a time when your life and your mother’s 
were literally inseparable. For the sake of that time 
when Mary and Jesus shared life together in her body, 
why wouldn’t God prepare the way?  
 

 ~ Alice Camille 

 

Readings for the week of December 8, 2019 
 

Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 
©LPi 

Sunday Summary 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10  A peaceable kingdom is coming, 
when God’s spirit rests on the just one. 
 

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  Justice and peace are 
inseparable goals when the king’s son comes to rule. 
 

Romans 15:4-9  Past prophecies sustained our  
hope. In Christ past promises are confirmed as true. 
 

Matthew 3:1-12  One is coming who wields Spir it 
and fire, purging the world for the kingdom’s arrival. 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 
 

 
 

 
The School of  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 
442-2446, Ext. 3 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening 
faith in God and Gospel Values in an environment that 
is caring, challenging, and respectful, striving to       
develop in every student the habits of thinking critically 
and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Faith Formation Classes 
     Classes start after the 9:30 a.m. Mass and run until 
11:45 a.m. on the following dates: 

December 1 & 8 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
     Pre-K and Kindergarten families now have an     
opportunity to participate in our Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (CGS) program. This program will 
serve children at both SHSF and SJB. 
     CGS Classes will be held Sundays (2 times per 
month) 9:15 - 10:30 OR weekly on Tuesdays 10:30 - 
noon in the atrium at the SHSF Parish Center. 

 

Your Help would be Greatly Appreciated 
     Can you help? In order to meet current fire safety 
codes at the school, we will be updating many of our 
hallway doors next month. This will include new   
hardware and self-closing mechanisms. This is a very 
expensive project, but we feel that it is important to be 
up to code when it comes to the safety of our children. 
We had budgeted $30,000 for this project, but the     
actual cost is closer to $50,000. This means we will be 
frugal in our spending and look for donations to meet 
the final costs. If you or someone you know might be 
able to provide a tax deductible donation of any size, 
donations can be made to Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales School, 307 School Street, Bennington, VT 
05201.        David Estes, Principal 

All School Christmas Programs 
     “Where’s Baby Jesus?" and “C.A.K.E. (Christmas 
Acts of Kindness Experiment)” will be presented by 
the students in Preschool through Grade 8 on Monday, 
December 16, at 6:00 PM at Sacred Heart St. Francis 
de Sales Church. The show will be approximately 1 
hour long.  
     We will also be having a performance the same day 
at school starting at 1 PM for grandparents and other 
guests who cannot come in the evening. All children 
must wear nice Christmas attire. More detailed        
information will be sent home soon.  
     We will be having a run-through rehearsal at the 
church on Thursday morning, December 12. We will 
walk to the church and then back to school when we 
are done. 

Making Christmas Cards 
     Last weekend students from the Faith Formation 
classes participated in Fr. Lance Harlow’s St. Nicholas 
Project where Faith Formation programs around the 
Diocese of Burlington send Christmas Cards to the 
children at Kurn Hattin Home. Kurn Hattin Homes for 
Children is a charitable home and school for boys and 
girls, ages 5-15, who are affected by family tragedy, 
poverty, homelessness, abuse, or other family hardship 
in the town of Westminster in Southern Vermont.   



 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Janet Sausville, Tina Harrington, Bob Smith, Ray 
Vivaldi, Kim McLure, Charlie Cook, A.J. Morton, 
Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, Francis 
“Pete” Roy, Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores 
Pruden, Ruth Emaish, Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace 
Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, James Feeney, Therese 
Long, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth 
Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember 
the residents of Walloomsac Apartments. 

December 8, 2019 

Prayer Events this Week 
 

Sun., Dec. 8            3:00 pm  Penance Service 
Mon., Dec. 9          10:15 am  BPI Mass 
Tues., Dec. 10           9:30 am   Fillmore Pond Mass 
Tues., Dec. 10           6:30 pm   Prayer Group (Chp) 
Wed., Dec. 11         10:30 am   CLR Rosary 
Wed., Dec. 11           3:00 pm   Vets’ Home Mass 
 

Meetings/Events this Week 
Mon., Dec. 9          7:00 pm   Social Concerns Mtg. 
Wed., Dec. 11          1:00 pm   HIS Pantry (dwnstairs) 
Wed., Dec. 11          6:00 pm   Children’s Choir Prac. 
Wed., Dec. 11          6:30 pm   Adult Choir Practice 
Wed., Dec. 11          7:00 pm   Parish Council Meeting 
Fri., Dec. 13        10:00 am   HIS Pantry (dwnstairs) 

 

Penance Service 
 

     This Sunday, December 8th, we will have our     
annual deanery-wide Advent Penance Service at 3:00 
pm at Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church. Come 
join us for this beautiful service of the Word and song 
to prepare for Christmas – and experience Christ’s 
Peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Come Let Us Adore Him 
     Can you spare 10 or 15 minutes 
for Eucharistic Adoration during 
Advent? Or maybe sign-up for an 
hour at Sacred Heart St. Francis? 
 

SHSF - Fridays following morn-
ing Mass until 8:00 p.m. 
SJB - Wednesdays 4:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

Christ is Coming! 
Music, with Scripture, of Hope, Joy and 

Anticipation 
     Our faithful and hardworking choir will offer a 
very special program of music, along with scripture 
readings, for the Fourth Sunday of Advent on         
December 22 at 2:00 p.m. The church will resonate 
with rhythmic, exhilarating, and contemplative 20th-
century musical masterpieces, a beautiful chant to our 
Blessed Mother, and songs and hymns that will      
refresh and renew your spirits during this hectic time 
of the year. On behalf of our spirited singers and    
myself, we warmly invite you to join us for this      
afternoon of prayer and song. 

From our organist, Donald McMahon 

This event was rescheduled from December 2 
to December 9, due to the snow storm. 

 

 

This advent season  

All Good Gifts Around 
Us Are Sent from  
Heaven Above…. 

Looking more closely  
at the gift of the Mass 

 

Join us for an enrichment program with Fr. Hugh 
Monday, December 9, 2019 

St. John the Baptist Church, North Bennington 
Soup and Bread 6:00 p.m. 
Program 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Adoration 7:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
R.S.V.P. to Nicole at 447-7504 

 

  We Remember the Meaning of Advent 
Second Candle ~ Color: Purple ~ Theme: Peace 

Second Sunday in Advent ~ Light two purple candles 
Read Mark 1:4 

Lord God, we light this candle to thank you for your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who is the way. We, who 
like sheep have gone astray, have found the way to you 
through Jesus Christ. We give you thanks and praise 
in Jesus' name, because he lives and reigns with you in 
your glory, and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 



Second Sunday of Advent 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
December 7—13, 2019 

 

Mary, a woman of patience 
 

Picture an image of Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

Now picture her pregnant.  
     Imagine coming across that image on your Facebook or      
Instagram feed. You see a young woman bathed in the warm 
glow of a photo filter, eyes downcast, cradling her round baby 
belly. Underneath the image are the words, “Coming this Decem-
ber ... a baby boy named Emmanuel! He will come to rule the 
nations! #blessed #miracle #SonofGod.” 
     Maybe that daydream gave you pause. Maybe it horrified you. 
Maybe it made you roll your eyes. Maybe you laughed a little. 
     Perhaps these reactions are born out of the reality that we 
know this would never happen, even if the angel Gabriel had just 
appeared to Mary only nine months ago. 
     Yet on March 25, 2019, the feast of the Annunciation, we 
heard how the angel Gabriel visited Mary to share the good news 
of the miraculous conception of her son. We heard Mary listen 
patiently and unselfishly agree to do the Lord’s will. 
     If you’re anything like me, you reflected on Mary’s willing-
ness to do what God asked of her, even though it was slightly 
insane. Perhaps you spent time thinking about whether, in her 
shoes, you would have been so brave. 
     It not only took great courage but also incalculable patience to 
accept what the angel Gabriel had told her. Mary was being asked 
to do an incredible service for God — for us all — with little  
explanation. 
     We continue to contemplate the great mystery of Christ’s con-
ception and birth today. Imagine how Mary felt in the moment! 
     If you’re anything like me, after thinking about all of that on 
the Annunciation, you promptly forgot about the fact that Mary 
was agreeing to be pregnant. 
     And not just pregnant, pregnant out of wedlock with no ordi-
nary explanation for others of how she came to be so. 
     For months, Mary has been silent. Patient. All this time carry-
ing the Son of God. 
     On the feast of the Immaculate Conception, we hear the story 
of the angel Gabriel’s visit again. Although it is a feast to        
celebrate the mystery of Mary’s birth without original sin, the 
Gospel instead serves as a reminder that while we are anxiously 
awaiting the anniversary of the birth of Christ, Mary had to be 
pregnant for that to happen. 
     As a relatively new mom myself, I’m not very far removed 
from the intense anticipation that comes from expecting your first 
child. There’s excitement around setting up a nursery and experi-
encing the generosity of friends and family who want to contrib-
ute to your little one. 
     It’s hard to remain patient amid the chaos and hubbub. While I 
never really minded being pregnant and secretly enjoyed the extra 
attention and love I received, I could not wait to hold my baby. 
     From the moment I found out I was expecting, I couldn’t wait 
to feel my baby’s first movements. Every kick, roll over or hiccup 
brought me such joy. That anticipation only grew more intense as 
my due date came and went, and I struggled through a 28-hour 
labor, 10 days late. 
     I was proud of myself for waiting to find out the gender of my 
baby. My husband and I kept our name choices a secret. I thought 
that those things were somehow great acts of patience, in addition 
to “patiently” waiting 10 days past due. In some small ways, they 
were. But it was nothing compared to what Mary did. 

 

Continued at the top of the next column 

 

Ladies of Ste. Anne  

Christmas Party & Farewell 
 

     The Annual Christmas Party for the 
Ladies of Ste. Anne will be held at 
6:00 pm on Wednesday, December 18 

at Jensen’s Restaurant. The party is 
open to any present or past member of 
Ste. Anne’s. Please bring a $5.00 grab 

bag gift.  
     The cost is $25.00 or $28.00 with soup or salad.  
Choices are: ribeye steak with shrimp; Vermont turkey 
dinner; ham steak; fish—baked or broiled; plus des-
sert— tax & tip included. 
     Due to a decline in membership and the ages of the 
members this will be our last function. We are dis-
banding. The organization is over 100 years old. It is 
with very heavy hearts that we have come to this    
conclusion.  
     Anyone wanting information or to sign up, please 
call Marie Ray at 442-9348 by December 11. 

     There’s an easy scientific explanation for how my son came to 
be. I was married when I got pregnant. My family was overjoyed 
at our news. I could see pictures of my son every few weeks, 
catching glimpses of his features to help my daydreams about 
what my baby might look like. I can’t imagine how much longer 
those nine months would have felt without that. 
     Aside from Elizabeth’s joy and Joseph’s decision to remain 
betrothed, we know nothing else of how Mary was received dur-
ing her pregnancy. We know nothing of how she felt. 
     What was it like for Mary to feel the baby Jesus kick for the 
first time in her womb? Did she have doubts that what the angel 
told her was true? 
     In our truncated version of events in the Advent season, we 
hear of Mary becoming pregnant, traveling to see her kinswoman 
Elizabeth and finally journeying to Bethlehem with Joseph to give 
birth in a barn. 
     While as a church community we grapple with the mystery of 
Christ’s conception a couple of times a year, Mary had to think 
about it every day for nine months as she awaited the birth of a 
baby an angel told her would come. 
     Aside from her courage, Mary’s patience is what I will be  
reflecting on this Advent season. 

— Anna Jones, Catholic News Service 

Save Christmas 
     Please come spend 15 to 20 
minutes to pray the  Rosary on 
Saturday, December 14 at noon 
at the Four Corners (intersection 
of Routes 7 & 9) in front of the 
Putnam Hotel. All are welcome! 



Second Sunday of Advent 

Parish Resources 
Baptism - Contact Kathy Murphy at the Par ish Office. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for those 
who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and confirmation. 
 

Faith Formation for Children 
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage 
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of marriage. 
 

Care of the Sick 
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint 
the sick during regularly scheduled liturgies. 

Thanks to Our Sponsors! 
 

Thank you to the businesses 
that sponsor our bulletin and 

make its weekly publication possible. 

It’s Coffee &  
Conversation Time! 

     This Sunday, following the 
7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Mass-
es, join us in the Parish Hall 

for coffee and treats.  It’s a great time to reconnect 
with your fellow parishioners and welcome those that 
are new to our parish family.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend 
is for the maintenance of our church. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend 
is for the retirement fund for religious. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 

   
What a wonderful Harvest Supper! 

    The Parish Life Committee so appreciates the help 
of all the people for the Harvest Dinner. This         
community building event was a huge success. People 
of all ages were involved with the set-up, decorating, 
serving, dish washing and clean up; as well as the 
kitchen crew, parishioners cooked turkeys and         
confirmation students baked over 15 pies! The         
involvement of the youth of our community was a   
delight and a huge help—school students, confirma-
tion students, the boy scouts and the girl scouts. Thank 
you also to our faithful event photographer Janet 
Michaels.  
     A lot of hard work by many made the serving of 
close to 300 people a wonderful success. 

Thank you to everyone from the Parish Life Committee! 

     Last Sunday December 1, members of our Parish 
answered our call to lend a hand with the Interfaith 
Dinner at the Second Congregational Church. A     
special thank you to Pam & Dave Clark and Michael 
Daly representing the Knights of Columbus. We truly 
appreciate your willingness to lend your time, talent 
and treasure to this worthwhile community outreach. 
     If you (or a group) would be interested in hosting 
one of these dinners, just give the office a call at 442-
3141. Thank you.  

When the Snow Flies!! 
Just to avoid confusion regarding Daily 
Mass during a bad snow storm: when 
school is cancelled or delayed due to 
bad weather, there will not be Daily 

Mass. If the weather is bad enough to warrant the    
cancellation of school, then it is often the case that  
local authorities ask people to stay off the roads. So, 
for the safety of our parishioners, if school is cancelled 
or delayed because of the weather, then there will not 
be Daily Mass that day. 


