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Welcome to our Church! 
 

If you are new to the area or 
looking for a spiritual home, 
you can register at Sacred 
Heart St. Francis de Sales 
parish by stopping in the 
Parish Office to fill out a 
brief census card. Or call the 
Parish Office and we’ll be      
happy to mail you a form.  

 

Welcome  to the family of God and 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church! 

Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
December 14—22, 2019 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
  Sat./Sun., Dec. 14/15 Third Sunday of Advent 

  4:00 p.m. † Deceased Members of the  
    Knights of Columbus Council #307 

  † Bob McKeon - Wife, Marie & Family 

  † Francis & Doris Tomasi - Mary Jane Liporace 

  † Lillian Rogge - Christiana & Justin Salem 

  † Neva D. LaCroix - Lectio Divina Group 

  † Joanne Harrington (1st) - Her Family 

 7:30 a.m. † George Maroney (5th) - The Family  
 9:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 
 

  Monday, Dec. 16 Advent Weekday 

 8:00 a.m. † Becky Sausville-Smith - Linda Meskun  
 5:30 p.m. Our Parish Family 
  Miraculous Medal Novena 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 17 Late Advent Weekday 

     8:00 a.m. † Bea Alderman - The Family  
  

  Wednesday, Dec. 18 Late Advent Weekday 

  8:00 a.m. † Charles Ray - Wife, Marie 
  

  Thursday, Dec. 19 Late Advent Weekday 

 8:00 a.m. † Betty Mahon - The Pembroke Family 
 

  Friday, Dec. 20 Late Advent Weekday 

     8:00 a.m. † Bob Long - Mary Pat Racicot 
 

  Sat./Sun., Dec. 21/22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  4:00 p.m. † Lillian Sarchino - Her daughter, Marianne 
  Our Parish Family 

 7:30 a.m. † Richard Kuhn (5th) - The Family  

  † Donna Antognioni (4th) - The Family  

  † Kay & Al Allen - The Family  

  † Ronnie Baldwin - The Coreys  

  † Billy Berard - The Coreys  

 9:30 a.m. † Jim Stewart - His wife, Sharon  

  † Dawn Rosso (11th) - Mark  

Question of the Week 
Is there salvation outside the Catholic Church? 

 

     When most Christians say they’re saved, often they 
mean “safe from the possibility of going to hell.” For Cath-
olics the usual formula for salvation gets boiled down to 
this: The danger of hell comes from original sin. Original 
sin is washed away by baptism. Baptism is a sacrament in 
Christianity. The Catholic Church contains the only full 
expression of Christianity. So: There is no salvation outside 
of the Catholic Church. 
 

     I don’t question the statements in that chain of logic. But 
additional links in the chain allow room at the conclusion 
for the equally Catholic mystery of divine grace. For one, 
salvation is God’s work, not a human enterprise. You and I 
are in no position to save anyone, and we don’t want to  
presume to tie God’s hands either. Being divine, God is  
utterly free. 
 

     God’s freedom is a huge consideration. Another is the 
idea that hell is all we need saving from. And what about 
the baptism available through other Christian traditions? 
The Roman church admits baptism as a  valid sacrament 
when it uses the formula of the Trinity. 
 

     Church teaching maintains that “those who, through no 
fault of their own, do not know the gospel of Christ or his 
church, but who nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, 
and, moved by grace, try in their actions to do his will as 
they know it through the dictates of their conscience—those 
too may achieve eternal salvation” (Lumen Gentium, no. 
16).        ~ Alice Camille 

 

Readings for the week of December 15, 2019 
 

Sunday:  Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
Friday:  Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45 
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
©LPi 

Sunday Summary 
 

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10  The barren deser t will flower  
and burst forth with joyful singing. 
Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is. 35:4)  In God’s 
reign, all who are vulnerable now will be made safe, 
whole, and free. 
James 5:7-10  Patience is the byword for  those who 
wait for the justice of God. 
Matthew 11:2-11  Signs of the coming Kingdom are 
all around for those with eyes to see. 

“This is the one about whom it is written: 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you; he will prepare your way before 
you.  Amen, I say to you, among those born 
of women there has been none greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”                  - Mt 11:10-11 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 
 

 
 

 
The School of  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 
442-2446, Ext. 3 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening 
faith in God and Gospel Values in an environment that 
is caring, challenging, and respectful, striving to       
develop in every student the habits of thinking critically 
and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Faith Formation Classes 
     Classes start after the 9:30 a.m. Mass and run until 
11:45 a.m. on the following dates: 

January 12 & 26 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
     Pre-K and Kindergarten families now have an     
opportunity to participate in our Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (CGS) program. This program will 
serve children at both SHSF and SJB. 
     CGS Classes will be held Sundays (2 times per 
month) 9:15 - 10:30 OR weekly on Tuesdays 10:30 - 
noon in the atrium at the SHSF Parish Center. 

 

Your Help would be Greatly Appreciated 
     Can you help? In order to meet current fire safety 
codes at the school, we will be updating many of our 
hallway doors next month. This will include new   
hardware and self-closing mechanisms. This is a very 
expensive project, but we feel that it is important to be 
up to code when it comes to the safety of our children. 
We had budgeted $30,000 for this project, but the     
actual cost is closer to $50,000. This means we will be 
frugal in our spending and look for donations to meet 
the final costs. If you or someone you know might be 
able to provide a tax deductible donation of any size, 
donations can be made to Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales School, 307 School Street, Bennington, VT 
05201.        David Estes, Principal 

All School Christmas Programs 
     “Where’s Baby Jesus?" and “C.A.K.E. (Christmas 
Acts of Kindness Experiment)” will be presented by 
the students in Preschool through Grade 8 on Monday, 
December 16, at 6:00 PM at Sacred Heart St. Francis 
de Sales Church. The show will be approximately 1 
hour long.  
     We will also be having a performance the same day 
at school starting at 1 PM for grandparents and other 
guests who cannot come in the evening. All children 
must wear nice Christmas attire. More detailed        
information will be sent home soon.  
     We will be having a run-through rehearsal at the 
church on Thursday morning, December 12. We will 
walk to the church and then back to school when we 
are done. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast 

Faith 
Formation 
Making  
O Antiphon 
Wreaths to 
count down to 
Christmas. 
 
O Come,  
O Come 
Emmanuel. 



 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina Harrington, 
Bob Smith, Ray Vivaldi, Kim McLure, A.J. Morton, 
Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, Francis 
“Pete” Roy, Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores 
Pruden, Ruth Emaish, Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace 
Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, James Feeney, Therese 
Long, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth 
Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember 
the residents of Bennington Health & Rehabilitation 
Center. 

December 15, 2019 

Prayer Events this Week 
 

Mon., Dec. 16          10:15 am  BPI Mass 
Tues., Dec. 17           9:30 am   Fillmore Pond Mass 
Tues., Dec. 17           6:30 pm   Prayer Group (Chp) 
Wed., Dec. 18         10:30 am   CLR Rosary 
Wed., Dec. 18           3:00 pm   Vets’ Home Mass 
Thurs., Dec. 19           10:30 am   Mass at CLR 
 

Meetings/Events this Week 
Mon., Dec. 16          6:00 pm   School Christmas Prgram 
Tues., Dec. 17          4:30 pm   Boys Basketball Game 
Wed., Dec. 18          1:00 pm   HIS Pantry (dwnstairs) 
Wed., Dec. 18          6:00 pm   Children’s Choir Prac. 
Wed., Dec. 18          6:30 pm   Adult Choir Practice 
Fri., Dec. 20        10:00 am   HIS Pantry (dwnstairs) 

Come Let Us Adore Him 
     Can you spare 10 or 15 minutes 
for Eucharistic Adoration during 
Advent? Or maybe sign-up for an 
hour at Sacred Heart St. Francis? 
 

SHSF - Fridays following morn-
ing Mass until 8:00 p.m. 
SJB - Wednesdays 4:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

Christ is Coming! 
Music, with Scripture, of 

Hope, Joy and 
Anticipation 

     Our faithful and hardworking 
choir will offer a very special     
program of music, along with 
scripture readings, for the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent on December 22 

at 2:00 p.m. The church will resonate with rhythmic, 
exhilarating, and contemplative 20th-century musical 
masterpieces, a beautiful chant to our Blessed Mother, 
and songs and hymns that will refresh and renew your 
spirits during this hectic time of the year. On behalf of 
our spirited singers and myself, we warmly invite you 
to join us for this afternoon of prayer and song. 

From our organist, Donald McMahon 

 
 

  We Remember the Meaning  
of Advent 

Third Candle ~ Color: Pink ~  
Theme: Joy 

 

Light two purple and one pink candle. 
Read Isaiah 35:10 

     Pray this: Lord God, we light this candle to thank 
you for your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who brings 
us great joy. We who have walked in the shadow of the 
valley of death have found life in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. We give you thanks and praise in Jesus' 
name, because he lives and reigns with you in your  
glory, and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

Born to Eternal Life 
 

Donald Kelley 

Wedding Announcement 
Tom and Judy (Gore) Thompson of    
Bennington, Vt. are pleased to announce 
the marriage of their daughter, Marleigh 
Thompson to Robert Washburn. Marleigh 
and Robert were united in marriage on 
October, 19, 2019. Marleigh was the 6th 

generation on her mother's side to have been married 
at Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales Church.      
Marleigh's parents recently celebrated their 32nd    
wedding anniversary, and were married on October 3, 
1987 in the same church. 

 

All Parish Offices will be closed  
Monday, December 23th thru Friday, December 27th 

in accordance with Diocesan policy. 



Third Sunday of Advent 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
December 14—20, 2019 

 

Vermont Catholic 
Community Foundation 

 

Making Qualified  
Charitable Donations 

 

     Recently, a parishioner reached out to me for infor-
mation about how to make an end-of-the-year qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) to the Vermont Catholic 
Community Foundation from his IRA. This parishioner did 
not need the income for living expenses and wanted to 
make a meaningful donation that was also tax deductible. 
He suggested that I share this information with the Catholic 
community, especially those in a similar situation who have 
reached the golden age of 70 ½. 
     Once you reach the age of 70 ½, the federal government 
requires individuals to withdraw from their traditional IRA 
or employer-sponsored retirement plans. These required 
minimum distributions, often referred to as RMDs, are cal-
culated by dividing your traditional IRA or retirement plan 
account balance, as of the prior year end, by a life expectan-
cy factor specified in IRS tables based on your current age. 
     These withdraws are taxable income unless the distribu-
tion is made directly to a QCD. The Pension Protection Act 
of 2006 first allowed tax-free charitable donations directly 
from IRAs to a qualified charitable organization up to 
$100,000, and the Protect Americans from Tax Hikes 
(PATH) Act of 2015 made these tax-free charitable dona-
tions permanent. 
     Without this special rule, taking a distribution from your 
IRA and donating the proceeds to a charity can be cumber-
some and sometimes more expensive. The process would 
involve requesting the distribution from the IRA, making 
the contribution to the charity and then itemizing this tax 
deduction when you pay your taxes, if you are eligible for 
the deduction under the Internal Revenue Code Section 
170. You can avoid all this by making a QCD tax-free do-
nation directly from the IRA to the charity; then the distri-
bution is not counted as gross income. 
     In addition, QCDs always deliver a tax benefit while 
“regular” charitable donations might not. Changes to recent 
tax laws almost doubled the standard deduction amounts for 
2018-2025, which means you only get a tax benefit from a 
charitable donation if your total itemizable deductions ex-
ceed your standard deduction. This means higher standard 
deductions make it that much harder to claim itemized char-
itable write-offs. 
     If you are interested in learning more about how to make 
a QCD to the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation or 
to a specific fund within the foundation, please contact El-
len Kane at ekane@vermontcatholic.org or 802-846-5837. 

To learn more about VCCF visit  
vtcatholicfoundation.org. 

 

— Ellen Kane, executive director of 
Vermont Catholic Community Foundation 

 

Ladies of Ste. Anne  

Christmas Party & Farewell 
 

     The Annual Christmas Party for the 
Ladies of Ste. Anne will be held at 6:00 
pm on Wednesday, December 18 at 
Jensen’s Restaurant. The party is open to 
any present or past member of Ste. 
Anne’s. Please bring a $5.00 grab bag 
gift.  

     The cost is $25.00 or $28.00 with soup or salad.  
Choices are: ribeye steak with shrimp; Vermont turkey 
dinner; ham steak; fish—baked or broiled; plus des-
sert— tax & tip included. 
     Due to a decline in membership and the ages of the 
members this will be our last function. We are dis-
banding. The organization is over 100 years old. It is 
with very heavy hearts that we have come to this    
conclusion.  
     Anyone wanting information or to sign up, please 
call Marie Ray at 442-9348 by December 11. 

 

Nativity Window Cards ~  

Perfect for Christmas! 
     The lovely image of our stained glass 
“Nativity Window” was reproduced 
from a photograph by Kevin Bubrisky. 
This card is a great way to send holiday 
greetings to family and friends and   
support your parish, too! Cards (with 

envelopes) are $1.00 each or twelve for $10.00 and 
can be purchased at the Parish Office. If you’d like, 
call ahead and we’ll reserve your order! 

Mass Transit Card 
     Engage yourself and/or your family to pray and pay 
more attention to the Mass. Try the Mass “Transit 
Card” which encourages parishioners to think about 
Mass before and again after. If you and/or your family 
completes a card and you would like to be eligible for 
a drawing for a $25.00 Amazon Gift Card, please 
place each completed card in the bag labeled at the 
entrances of the church.  Any questions—reach out to 
Kathy Murphy. 
 

The drawing for the Amazon Gift Card  
will happen on December 23.   
Please be sure to place your 

    completed cards in the bag by December 22. 
Thank you! 



Third Sunday of Advent 

Parish Resources 
Baptism - Contact Kathy Murphy at the Par ish Office. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for those 
who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and confirmation. 
 

Faith Formation for Children 
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage 
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of marriage. 
 

Care of the Sick 
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint 
the sick during regularly scheduled liturgies. 

Thanks to Our Sponsors! 
 

Thank you to the businesses 
that sponsor our bulletin and 

make its weekly publication possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend 
is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 

 

There is no Second Collection next weekend. 
 

We thank you for your generosity! 

Christmas and New Year’s  
Mass Schedule 

 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales  
 

Christmas Masses ~ Fr. Hugh Cleary, C.S.C. 
Tuesday, December 24th  

4:00 p.m. ~ Traditional Music  
8:00 p.m. ~ Traditional Music 

12:00 Midnight ~ Music with the Church Choir 
 

Wednesday, December 25th 

9:00 a.m. ~ Traditional Music  
 

Saturday/Sunday, Dec 28/29 ~ Holy Family 
Fr. Bob Wiseman, C.S.C. 

Regular 4:00 p.m., 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
 

Solemnity of Mary ~ Fr. Bob Wiseman, C.S.C. 
December 31st at 5:30 pm and  

January 1st at 9:00 am 

 

St. John the Baptist ~ North Bennington 
 

Christmas Masses ~ Fr. Bob Wiseman, C.S.C. 
& Deacon David O’Brien 
Tuesday, December 24th 

4:00 p.m. ~ Pageant with Mass to follow 
Music with the Gospel Group 

 

Wednesday, December 25th 
10:00 a.m. ~ Music with the Choir 

 

Saturday/Sunday, Dec 28/29 ~ Holy Family 
Fr. Hugh Cleary, C.S.C. 

Regular 5:30 p.m., 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Solemnity of Mary ~ Fr. Hugh Cleary, C.S.C. 
December 31st at 5:30 p.m. and 

January 1st at 9:00 a.m. 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 

Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF (Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 
   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 

 

Most needed pantry items at this time: 
 Financial support: cash donations, store gift cards 
      (these may be brought to the parish office or 
      placed in the collection basket in an envelope 
      marked for HIS Pantry.) 
 Personal hygiene items: toothbrushes, toothpaste,    

deodorant, shampoo, bars of soap 
 Diapers (all sizes), toilet paper 
 Clean winter coats, sweaters, boots, blankets &         

seasonal children’s clothes. Please note that they 
MUST be freshly washed or dry cleaned. Can be 
gently used (or, better yet, new). No home furnish-
ings or tag sale items please. 

 

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry, 
please call 802-442-1720 or email                                   
hispantryshsf@gmail.com. We always welcome new 
hands and hearts! 

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com

