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Welcome to our Church! 
 

If you are new to the area or 
looking for a spiritual home, 
you can register at Sacred 
Heart St. Francis de Sales 
parish by stopping in the 
Parish Office to fill out a 
brief census card. Or call the 
Parish Office and we’ll be      
happy to mail you a form.  

 

Welcome  to the family of God and 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church! 

Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
January 25—February 2, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 25/26 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  4:00 p.m. † Michael E. Hogan - Sheila 

  † Lillian Sarchino - Her daughter, Marianne 

 7:30 a.m. † Thomas W. McGinity - The Family 

  † Pete LaBella - The Family 

 9:30 a.m. † John Mahon - Anne & Andy Anderson 

  † Betty Mahon - Anne & Andy Anderson 
    6:00 p.m.  Our Parish Family 
 

  Monday, Jan. 27 Saint Angela Merici 

 8:00 a.m. † Len Anzivino - Tony & Betty Tomasi 
 

  Tuesday, Jan. 28 Saint Thomas Aquinas 

     8:00 a.m. † Annette Poblocki  
    - Conner, Madison, and Kennedy 
  

  Wednesday, Jan. 29 Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Our Parish Family 
  

  Thursday, Jan. 30 Weekday 

 8:00 a.m. † Rebecca Sausville-Smith 
     - Carolyn & Gerrry McMurray 
 

  Friday, Jan. 31 Saint John Bosco 

     8:00 a.m. † Robert Dwyer - Mark & Lisa Shea 
 

  Sat./Sun., Feb. 1/2 The Presentation of the Lord 

  4:00 p.m. † Phyllis Morrissey (7th) - Mary Morrissey 

 7:30 a.m. † Helen & Jerry Keough - The Kuhn Family 
  Our Parish Family 

 9:30 a.m. † Sophie Anne Stehle - Her Daughters 

  † Robert J. Keane  
    - Michael Keane & Edie Sawitsky 

Question of the Week 

Why so many shepherds? 
 

     In the ancient world sheep provided an important 
source of food and milk, clothing, tents, and writing 
material. Sheep were needed for religious purposes in 
sacrifice. 
 

     These animals are unusually helpless in the face of 
an attack, so without a protector herds could easily be 
lost. When previewing options for management roles, 
someone with a history of watchfulness, nurturance, 
concern for the weak, and courage under attack is a 
solid candidate, and the Bible seems to fairly burst 
with shepherds. Many great figures of Israel like Abra-
ham, Isaac, Rachel, Jacob, Moses, and David started 
out as shepherds. Good Abel was identified as a shep-
herd. The prophets and the psalms are replete with 
shepherd imagery to express what happened when 
leaders did well, or badly. 
 

     Shepherds were among the first on the scene at the 
birth of Jesus. Christ himself identified with the role of 
shepherd and saw his ministry as one of seeking out 
lost sheep. In talking of the final judgment, Jesus pre-
sented his work as one of sorting out sheep and goats; 
goats, as prized as sheep, were known to be more 
strong-willed and independent. When Jesus was ready 
to relinquish his ministry to his friends, he passed the 
crook, so to speak, with the words, “Feed my lambs.” 
        ~ Alice Camille 

Readings for the week of January 26, 2020 
 

Sunday:   Is 8:23—9:3/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 
Monday:  2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Mk 3:22-30 
Tuesday:  2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday:  2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday:  2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Mk 4:21-25 

Friday:   2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday:  2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mk 4:35-41 
Next Sunday:  Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 
©LPi 

Sunday Summary 
Isaiah 8:23-9:3  Emerging from an era of darkness, 
God’s people will enjoy the light of a better day. 
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14  God is light to those who dwell 
in the Lord’s house and wait for his courage. 
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17  Saint Paul denounces 
factions in the community as being inconsistent with 
the spirit of Christ. 
Matthew 4:12-23  J esus calls men from the sea to 
fish in new waters for a highly fateful catch. 

As [Jesus] was walking by 
the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is 
called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into 
the sea; they were fisher-
men. He said to them, 
“Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 
              - Mt 4:18-19 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 
442-2446, Ext. 3 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening 
faith in God and Gospel Values in an environment that 
is caring, challenging, and respectful, striving to       
develop in every student the habits of thinking critically 
and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Mass Bags for Children Available 
 

     Thank you for bringing your young children to Mass. 
We invite you to borrow our updated parish Mass Bags to 
help your young disciple be more engaged during our Eu-
charistic Celebration. Mass Bags are available at the front 
entrance of the church under the image of Pope Francis. 
Feel free to take one during Mass - after you're done with 
them, please put them back in the basket. 

Children are a gift from the Lord - Psalm 127:3 

Faith Formation Class Schedule 
 

First Eucharist upcoming events: 
 

 First Eucharist Banners will go home before  
      February break and are due back April 5 
      (we provide materials) 
 March 8 - First Reconciliation Retreat &  
      First Reconciliation 
 April 5 - “Take it Home” Retreat  
 April 26 - First Eucharist practice following the 
      9:30 a.m. Mass 
 May 3 - First Eucharist Celebration 
 

If your child is seeking Baptism pr ior  to First Eucharist, 
we should schedule this as soon as possible and prior to Ash 
Wednesday, February 26 because there are no baptisms  
during the Lenten season (the 40 days leading up to Easter). 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shephard: 
 

 Sunday Classes:  January 26 
     February 9 and 23 
     March 15 and 29 
     April 19 and 26 
 

 Tuesday Classes: January 28 
     February 4, 11, 25 
     March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
     April 7, 21 
 

Faith Formation Mass and Class: 
   January 26 
   February 9 and 23 
   March 15 and 29 
   April 19 and 26 

 
 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
     We will begin our week long celebration of Catholic 
Schools Week on Sunday, January 26.  
     At Sacred Heart St. Francis we continue to build the 
Kingdom of God each and every day. We proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ because our school           
community has been enriched by God’s gift of faith. We 
must build on that and create a faith filled future for our 
children, our school, and our parishes. 
     Catholic Schools Week 2020 provides an excellent 
opportunity to demonstrate to the community what    
Catholic school parents, administrators, teachers, and  
students have known all along...that we are truly forming 
a future full of faith and promise. Our school is strong 
and vibrant because of the faith that we share. 
     We invite you to celebrate Catholic education by   
participating in the activities that we have planned      
beginning with CSW kickoff at the 9:30 AM Liturgy on 
Sunday, January 26th, at Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales Church. We will be hosting a breakfast following 
the 9:30 Mass.  
     All parents, community members, parishioners, and 
friends of The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales are invited to share in any or all of the festivities 
taking place during the week. We hope you will be able 
to celebrate with us. 
 

Sunday—January 26 Celebrating our Parishes  
(Liturgy and Breakfast)  

Monday—January 27 Celebrating our Community  
Tuesday—January 28 Celebrating our Students  

Wednesday—January 29 Celebrating our Nation  
Thursday—January 30 Celebrating our  

Faculty, Staff and Volunteers (Teacher Appreciation Day)  
Friday—January 31 Celebrating our Families  



 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet 
Sausville, Tina Harrington, Bob Smith, Ray Vivaldi, 
Kim McLure, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, 
Cindy Levitte, Francis “Pete” Roy, Christopher 
Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, 
Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred 
LaBonte, Therese Long, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna 
Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this 
week we remember the residents of the Vermont 
Veterans Home. 

January 26, 2020 

     The Holy Eucharist is the heart of the church. 
     Jesus is the flame that touches all souls. He is the 
source of “Love.” We are to honor His true-living 
presence and remain loyal in adoring Him. Great 
graces are His gift to us to prepare the heart for His 
coming. 

 

Adoration Fridays in the chapel 
from 9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

Sign-up sheets for one hour shifts are in the chapel. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Prayer Events this Week 

 

Mon., Jan. 27         10:15 am   Mass at BPI 
Tues., Jan. 28           9:30 am   Fillmore Pond Mass 
Tues., Jan. 28           6:30 pm   Prayer Group (chapel) 
Wed., Jan. 29         10:30 am   CLR Rosary 
Wed., Jan. 29           3:00 pm   Vets’ Home Mass 
 

Meetings/Events this Week 
 

Tues., Jan. 28         12:00 pm   Interfaith Council Mtg. 
Tues., Jan. 28           6:30 pm   Knights of Columbus 
Wed., Jan. 29           1:00 pm   HIS Pantry (downstairs) 
Wed., Jan. 29           6:00 pm   Children’s Choir Practice 
Wed., Jan. 29          6:30 pm   Adult Choir Practice 
Fri., Jan. 30         10:00 am   HIS Pantry (downstairs) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Born to Eternal Life 
 

Monserrate Ghigliotty 
 

Dolores Poole 
 

Pauline L. Andrews 

The Building of Jerusalem 
     Last summer the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
asked for help in building a model of the city of       
Jerusalem. The Jerusalem presentation and works    
allow children to walk along side Jesus through his last 
days, his death and his resurrection. Children come to 
understand that Jerusalem was a real city, and become 
familiar with its features. They are taken to the heart of 
our faith-- through the Last Supper and Jesus' death to 
the joy and hope that is the resurrection. Stepping in to 
fulfill this request was Deacon David O’Brien 
(pictured above). We want to take this opportunity to 
thank Deacon David for a job well done. 

 

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 
let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and  
a word of kindness to every person we encounter, 

for we are welcoming the presence  
of Christ among us.” 



The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
January 11—17, 2020 World Marriage Day 

 

     The annual Diocesan World        
Marriage Day Mass at the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception in      
Burlington will take place on Sunday, 
February 2, 2020 at 10:00 am. If you 

would like to attend this Mass and be recognized, are 
invited to register through the Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis, Marriage and Family Life at: 

          tmccormack@vermontcatholic.org or:                              
vermontcatholic.org/event/world-marriage-day-anniversary

-mass/ by Jan. 28. 
 

     On the weekend of February 8th & 9th, our parish 
will recognize couples who are celebrating significant 
milestones – 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 years 
of marriage and above – during 2020. If you are a    
couple, or know of a couple who should be recognized, 
please call the parish office (442-3141) before          
January 31st.  

 
Celebrate Marriage— 
The Domestic Church 

 

     World Marriage Day, part of National Marriage Week, 
is one opportunity to support and promote marriage and the 
family (the domestic Church). The focus on building a   
culture of life and love begins with supporting marriage 
and the family. The Diocese of Burlington will celebrate 
World Marriage Day 2020 with Bishop Christopher Coyne 
on Sunday, Feb. 2, at the 10 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph       
Cathedral in Burlington. 
     In Vermont, those celebrating milestone anniversaries 
each year (for example: 5, 10, 15…55 or more years) are 
invited to this special Mass with their families. A reception 
will follow in the parish hall. 
     Catholic married couples are invited to register through 
the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis, Marriage and 
Family Life at tmccormack@vermontcatholic.org or:     
vermontcatholic.org/event/world-marriage-day-anniversary
-mass/ by Jan. 28. 
     In addition, parishes are encouraged to honor and       
celebrate marriage anniversaries on the following weekend, 
Feb. 8/9, with their parish priest. 
     These marriages are inspirational examples for our   
Vermont communities and reflect the commitment of 
God’s divine love, demonstrating the beauty of their     
faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily married life. 
 

“It’s not love that keeps your marriage alive. 
It’s marriage that keeps your love alive.” 

 - Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writing to a young bride and groom 
from his prison cell in Nazi Germany 1943 

 
     The marriages honored are a response to God’s call to 
grow together, where couples bring love to maturity and 
celebrate this earthly grace. We can be encouraged by wit-
nessing the common joys of their love, their patience, kind-
ness and forgiveness they ask and share with each other in 
their daily lives. 
     Congratulations to these couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries; let their love bear witness to God’s faithful 
love and a little bit of heaven on Earth through their mar-
riage covenant. 

— Terri McCormack, diocesan coordinator of marriage 
and family life tmccormack@vermontcatholic.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Prayer for Married Couples 
Almighty and eternal God, 
 

You blessed the union of married couples so that 
They might reflect the union of Christ with His Church: 
Look with kindness on them. 
 

Renew their marriage covenant, increase your love 
in them and strengthen their bond of peace so that, 
With their children, they may always rejoice in the gift 
Of your blessing. 
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
©2008, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. 

This year for Lent, 

don’t just change your habits. 
 

DO SOMETHING THAT WILL  

CHANGE  

YOUR LIFE 
 

Save the date: 
Light of the World Retreat 

March 20-23. 2020 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 

The retreat is sponsored by 
SHSF and SJB (no cost to you!) 

Historic Moments in Our Parish  
     A Catholic community was created in Bennington in the 
early 1830s when Father O’Callaghan from Burlington, 
Vermont and Father Shanahan from Troy, New York began 

visiting Catholics in Bennington to say 
Mass. Originally both French and Irish 
families gathered in private homes. Later 
they attended Mass at various spots 
around Old    Bennington including the 
State Arms Building, where the Monu-
ment gift shop now stands, the Academy 
building on Monument Avenue, and in 
the Courthouse, near the Old First 
Church. In 1854, the Bennington Mission 
was made a formal parish by Bishop Lou-
is DeGoesbriand. Father  Zephyrin Druon, 

who had been ordained in France, was appointed by the 
Bishop to lead the parish. Father Druon held meetings with 
the twenty-five local Catholic families, both French and 
Irish, to discuss the building of a church.  



The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Resources 
Baptism - Contact Kathy Murphy at the Par ish Office. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for those 
who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and confirmation. 
 

Faith Formation for Children 
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage 
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of marriage. 
 

Care of the Sick 
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint 
the sick during regularly scheduled liturgies. 

Thanks to Our Sponsors! 
 

Thank you to the businesses 
that sponsor our bulletin and 

make its weekly publication possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for  
Latin America. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for  
our Parish School. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 

Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF (Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 
   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 

 

FOOD SHELF FUNDS ARE EXTREMELY LOW! 
PLEASE CONSIDER A CASH DONATION OR A 
GIFT CARD FROM PRICE CHOPPER,                   
HANNAFORD, ALDI'S or WALMART. 
 

Most needed pantry items at this time: 
 Personal hygiene items: toothbrushes, toothpaste,    

deodorant, shampoo, bars of soap 
 Diapers (all sizes), toilet paper 
 Clean winter coats, sweaters, boots, blankets &         

seasonal children’s clothes. Please note that they 
MUST be freshly washed or dry cleaned. Can be 
gently used (or, better yet, new). No home furnish-
ings or tag sale items please. 

 

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry, 
please call 802-442-1720 or email                                   
hispantryshsf@gmail.com. We always welcome new 
hands and hearts! 

 
 

AARP Taxaide Service 
Each year at income tax time, AARP offers free tax 
preparation. Although special emphasis is on low and 
middle incomes and older taxpayers, there is no in-
come level or age limit. There are, however, some lim-
its on complexity. This year the Bennington area sites 
are: 
 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Parish Center – 
 

By appointment only – Call 447-1546 
 

Mondays, Feb. 3 to April 6, 9:00 am to Noon 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, Feb. 4 to April 9, 1:00-4:00 

pm 
 
 

St. John the Baptist Church, North Bennington 
 

Walk in – no appointments 
 

Wednesdays, Feb. 5 to April 8, 1:00-3:30 pm 
 
 

HELP! Care Net Church Liaison(s) Needed! 
     If you are passionate about pro-life and would like 
the opportunity to help your local Care Net, True 
North Pregnancy Resource Center please consider be-
ing a church liaison. The church liaison is responsible 
for putting True North announcements in the bulletin, 
getting out and collecting baby bottles for the annual 
drive, and generally being a link between True North 
and SHSF. It does not have to be one single person 
although it is currently. The current lisison for the last 
6 years has moved out of town and just had twins. She 
just can’t manage it anymore. Please contact her if 
your are interested in helping. Thank you! 

Liz Weber: 802-430-1938 (call/text) or 
liz.r.weber@gmail.com 

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com

