
J A N U A R Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 0  MARCH 8, 2020 



Welcome to our Church! 
 

If you are new to the area or 
looking for a spiritual home, 
you can register at Sacred 
Heart St. Francis de Sales 
parish by stopping in the 
Parish Office to fill out a 
brief census card. Or call the 
Parish Office and we’ll be      
happy to mail you a form.  

 

Welcome  to the family of God and 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church! 

Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
March 7 - 15, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Mar. 7/8 Second Sunday of Lent 

  4:00 p.m. † Helen (5th) & Vin Wiggin - Rita & Family 

  † Michael E. Hogan - Sheila 

  † Norbert Maroney (20th) - The Family 

  † Kay & Al Allen - The Family 

 7:30 a.m. † Frederick Johnson - Doris & Ron Alderman 
  Our Parish Family 

 9:30 a.m. †William Kennedy - Fred & Shirley Kennedy 
 

  Monday, Mar. 9 St. Frances of Rome 

 8:00 a.m. † Pauline Andrews - Ladies of Ste. Anne 
 

  Tuesday, Mar. 10 Lenten Weekday 

     8:00 a.m. † Irene Brien - Rita & Jane Pinsonneault 
  

  Wednesday, Mar. 11 Lenten Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Our Parish Family 
  

  Thursday, Mar. 12 Lenten Weekday 

 8:00 a.m. † Thierry Heuga - Carolyn & Gerry McMurray 
 

  Friday, Mar. 13 Lenten Weekday 

     8:00 a.m. † Therese Clark - Jane Taylor 
 

  Sat./Sun., Mar. 14/15 Third Sunday of Lent 

  4:00 p.m. † Joan Alderman (22nd) 
     - Ron & Doris Alderman 

  † Joyce Jimino - Elizabeth Green 
 7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 

 9:30 a.m. † David Stehle - His Daughters 

  † Julia Souza - Anthony & Cindy Lapean 

Readings for the week of March 8, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 
Monday:  Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday:  Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday:  Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday:  Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday:   Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43,  
  45-46 
Saturday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday:  Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42  
©LPi 

Sunday Summary 
Genesis 12:1-4a  A seven-fold blessing comes to 
Abram from the Lord. 
Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22  God’s kindness is known 
by those who put their hope in the Lord. 
2 Timothy 1:8b-10  We are called to a holy life by 
the one who saves us. 
Matthew 17:1-9  Jesus is transfigured before the 
eyes of his friends. 

Reflections 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

     The early Church Fathers saw the Transfiguration 
as the revelation of Jesus as divine and as a fulfillment 
of God's kingdom here on earth. Imagine what Peter, 
James, and John must have thought after seeing such a 
demonstration of God's power. It is in direct             
experiences with God, like this one, that we come to 
see the truth about Jesus. 
 

     Events like the Transfiguration don't happen every 
day, you say? On the contrary, they happen EVERY 
DAY! The sacraments are direct, purposeful            
experiences with God that occur every day in churches 
everywhere. In the Eucharist, we are able to witness 
the real Jesus in our midst. One could say that         
appearing to us in the form of bread and wine is even 
more miraculous than what the three apostles saw that 
day. 
 

      Yet what do we think when encountering the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist? Lent is a great 
time to attend daily Masses, spend time in Eucharistic 
adoration, or prepare more fully for Sunday Mass by 
reading the Scripture in advance or quieting our hearts 
and minds with prayer. Do not let this time pass     
without noticing him. In the Eucharist, he is right in 
front of you 

Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, 
“Lord, it is good that we are here. 
If you wish, I will make three 
tents here, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
While he was still speaking,    
behold a bright cloud cast a 

shadow over them, then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.”              – Mt 17:4-5 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 
 
 
 
 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 
442-2446, Ext. 3 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening 
faith in God and Gospel Values in an environment that 
is caring, challenging, and respectful, striving to       
develop in every student the habits of thinking critically 
and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Faith Formation Class Schedule 
 

First Eucharist upcoming events: 
 

 First Eucharist Banners are due back April 5 
      (we provide materials) 
 March 8 - First Reconciliation Retreat &  
      First Reconciliation 
 April 5 - “Take it Home” Retreat  
 April 26 - First Eucharist practice following 
                   the 9:30 a.m. Mass 
 May 3 - First Eucharist Celebration 
 

If your child is seeking Baptism please get in touch 
with Kathy Murphy our Faith Formation Director. 
Note: between Ash Wednesday, February 26 and 
Easter baptisms are not allowed during the Lenten  
season (the 40 days leading up to Easter). 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shephard: 
 

 Sunday Classes:  March 15 and 29 
     April 19 and 26 
 

 Tuesday Classes: March 3, 10, 17, 31 
        (no class on the 24th)  
     April 7, 21 
 

Faith Formation Mass and Class: 
   March 15 and 29 
   April 19 and 26 

 

Family Stations of the Cross 
Calling all Families 

 

Looking for a way to get the kids involved in Lent? 
 

How about participating in Family Stations of the Cross? 
 

Friday, March 27th at 5:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart, St Francis 
de Sales. 
 

If interested please contact Mary Drew at the Parish Center 
802-442-3141 by March 21st.  

Wintertastic Celebration and  

Auction Committee says  
Thank You!! 

 

     We are extremely grateful to our fellow               
parishioners, friends and families who helped make 
our Wintertastic Celebration Auction a record breaking 
night! The generosity of donors, advertisers, sponsors, 
donors to the David Estes Endowment Fund, and auc-
tion attendees was incredible and humbling. At first 
glance we raised over $60,000 this year! A wonderful 
tribute to David Estes 41 years at the school. 
     Thanks to our Gold sponsors: Kathy & Art      
Whitman and Jerome Construction; our Silver sponsors: 
Jason and Christine Morrissey, Rifenburg Construction 
Inc., Four Chimneys Inn, William C. Deveneau, Esq.; 
and our Bronze sponsors: The Pharmacy, Hoosac 
School, DePaula Auto Group, Uncle Bob’s Septic Service 
and Weaver Excavating, for helping make a considera-
ble impact on the bottom line. Thanks also to Mount     
Anthony Country Club which provided a beautiful 
venue for an evening of fun and generosity. 
     Thanks to all of you who supported this event      
directly, with bids and purchases; but also to those 
who support our sponsors and donors’ businesses. This 
cooperation is what makes for a successful            
community, for business and education. 
 

We are proud to be called  
The School of  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales! 



 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet 
Sausville, Tina Harrington, Ray Vivaldi,  A.J. Morton, 
Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, Francis 
“Pete” Roy, Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores 
Pruden, Ruth Emaish, Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace 
Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, Therese Long, Gloria 
VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, 
Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember the 
residents of the Centers for Living and Rehabilitation. 

March 8, 2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Events this Week 
 

Mon., Mar. 9         10:15 am   Mass at BPI 
Tues., Mar. 10           9:30 am   Fillmore Pond Mass 
Tues., Mar. 10         10:30 am   Cath. of the Good Shepard 
Tues., Mar. 10           6:30 pm   Prayer Group (chapel) 
Wed., Mar. 11         10:30 am   CLR Rosary 
Wed., Mar. 11           3:00 pm   Vets’ Home Mass 
Sun., Mar. 15           9:15 am   Cath. of the Good Shepard 
Sun., Mar. 15         10:30 am   Faith Formation Classes 
 

Meetings/Events this Week 
 

Mon., Mar. 9           7:00 pm   Social Concerns Mtg 
Wed., Mar. 11           1:00 pm   HIS Pantry (downstairs) 
Wed., Mar. 11           6:00 pm   Children's Choir 
Wed., Mar. 11           6:30 pm   Adult Choir Practice 
Fri., Mar. 13         10:00 am   HIS Pantry (downstairs) 
Sat., Mar. 14           5:00 pm   St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 

Annual Diocesan Men’s Conference 
     3rd Annual Catholic Men’s Conference:  Saturday, 
March 28th, 2020 at St. Anthony’s Church, White River 
Junction. The Keynote speaker is retired Air Force Captain, 
Guy Gruters. Guy is a decorated Vietnam War veteran who 
spent 5 1/2 years as a POW in Vietman, and a lifetime 
Catholic. Other speakers will include Msgr. John       
McDermott and Paul Kendall. There will also be             
opportunities for confession, Eucharistic Adoration, lunch, 
fellowship, and Mass with Bishop Coyne.  Registration and 
more information at:  www.vermontcatholic.org/men 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennie P. LaBrake 
 

Donald J. Mylott 

This year for Lent, 

don’t just change your habits. 
 

DO SOMETHING THAT WILL  

CHANGE  

YOUR LIFE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date: 
Light of the World Retreat 

March 20-23. 2020 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 

The retreat is sponsored by 
SHSF and SJB (no cost to you!) 

Registration forms are available at the entrances of 
the Church or at the Parish Center. 

 
 

     Last Sunday, March 1st, our Confirmation Students 
answered our call to lend a hand with the  Interfaith 
Dinner at the Second Congregational Church.  
 

     Thank you to the following students, parents and 
advisors for giving so generously of your time and  
talent—Catherine Morrissey, Luisa Novelli, Adelene 
Harrington, Claire Zimpher, Charlie Buckley, Nikolas 
Segura, Sam Zimpher, Jason Morrisey, John Novelli, 
Coleen Zimpher, Paul Buckley Patty Daily, Sue      
Altland and Mary Drew. 



The Second Sunday of Lent 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
March 7—13, 2020 

 

Pastoral Ministries  
Conference Webinar 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020  
from 7 to 8:00 p.m. 

JOIN US FOR THIS ONLINE WEBINAR! 
 

     We plan to continue the discussions that started at 
the conference and hear from parish leaders who have 
implemented some of the ideas shared at the           
conference. Deacon Phil Lawson and Michael Hagan 
will host this discussion. We will also be joined by 
parish leaders from: 
 

 Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Bennington 
 All Saints, Richford 
 Ascension, Georgia & St. Luke, Fairfax 
 

     This is an online event and registration is FREE. 
Simply register using the link below and you’ll be able 
to watch our speakers (live) and interact with         
questions or comments — all from the comfort of your 
own home! 
     This webinar is for everyone who attended the    
Pastoral Ministries Conference in September and for 
those interested in parish leadership and ministry in 
our diocese. 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays at 5:30 p.m.  

during Lent 
     Please join us for the Stations of the 
Cross during Lent. The 14 Stations allow 

us to follow Jesus on the last day of his earthly life as 
he makes his way to Golgotha to be crucified. They 
offer us a mini-pilgrimage of prayer through which we 
commemorate the historical event of Jesus’ Passion 
and Death. As such the prayers awaken in us a deeper 
appreciation for the great suffering Jesus willingly   
endured affirming the teachings of his Father’s love 
for us. His life example living out love’s joyful, costly              
responsibility asked too much of us. We rejected and 
condemned that high-priced love. We put it aside for 
safety’s sake rather than pay transformation’s sake. 
Jesus’ sufferings were gruesome and cruel that fateful 
day of torturous death. Yet in a few days’ time that 
love of his proved eternal not only for him but for us 
as well. 
     Our journey with him to Calvary through the Via 
Dolorosa stations allows us to mingle our sufferings 
with his, helping us to find the love that asks our all as 
he gave his all. It is a holy exchange of suffering, a 
sacred, redemptive, life-altering union. The Sorrowful 
Way proves, ultimately, to be a joyful way, a paschal 
mystery dying to our sins, raising our destiny beyond 
life’s limits, beyond the limits of death itself.  
                        Fr. Hugh Cleary, c.s.c. 

Lenten  Service 
Sunday, March 15 

 

     Our annual Lenten Penance Service will be held on 
Sunday, March 11 at 3:00 pm in the church. A number 
of priests from neighboring parishes will be joining us 
to offer you the opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation – a wonderful way to prepare for the 
great feast of Easter. 

 

Family Stations of the Cross 
Calling all Families 

 

Looking for a way to get the kids involved in Lent? 
 

How about participating in Family Stations of the Cross? 
 

Friday, March 27th at 5:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart, St 
Francis de Sales. 
 

If interested please contact Mary Drew at the Parish Center 
802-442-3141 by March 21st. 

Lenten Program at St. John’s 
     Monday evenings during Lent, St. John the Baptist 
Church in North Bennington will be offering a special    
program for Lent, titled “The Wild Goose ~ Discovering a 
deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit” 
 

What:   Wild Goose** Lenten program from formed.org  
Dates:   Mondays March 2, 9, 16, and 30.   
                  (Attend as many as you are able) 
Where:  Mass and program to be held at St. John’s 
Times:   Mass at 6:00 p.m.  
              Program at 6:45 to 8:00 p.m. 
RSVP:   Nicole - 802-447-7504 
**The ancient Celtic people saw the Holy Spirit not as a hovering white 
dove, but as a “wild goose.” 

Please join us….. 
ST. PATRICK’S DINNER 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 

following the 4:00 pm Mass 
Choice of Corned Beef and 
Cabbage or Ham Dinner 

     If you plan to attend, please fill out one of the 
forms located in the pews and place it in the            
offertory basket or drop it off at the Parish Office. Any 
donations will be gratefully accepted at the door. 



The Second Sunday of Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for 
the maintenance of our church. 

 

There is no Second Collection next weekend.  
 

We thank you for your generosity! 
 

The Bless Bennington Project 
 

     The goal of the Bless Bennington Project is to   
inspire people to take a moment daily at 9:00 a.m. or       
9:00 p.m.—or anytime it occurs to you—to dedicate a 
minute or so to focus on loving and appreciating our 
community, our town, and the landscape that we live 
in. 
     Many people know that Bennington is named after 
its founder, Benning Wentworth, but did you know 
the name Benning means “Blessed”? In other words, 
Bennington means “Blessed Town.” With our        
collective intentions, let’s help to fulfill that potential. 

Letter from the Diocesan Office Regarding Flu Season and the Coronavirus 

With the recent spike of cases of Coronavirus around the world and the concern expressed by parishioners around the 
diocese, the Bishop’s Office and Office of Worship thought it opportune to issue guidelines that parishes are asked to im-
plement to address such concerns. As of today, there are no confirmed cases of the virus in Vermont. Know that we are 
staying up to date on the latest, factual information regarding the virus and will update these guidelines should the spread 
of this virus or any strain of influenza should reach epidemic/pandemic levels in Vermont. 

In General: 

We ask that people continue be vigilant in self-monitoring their health. Please advise your parishioners through your par-
ish bulletin, your parish website/social media, and through announcements that should you show signs of illness to refrain 
from coming to Mass. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is lifted when one is ill and risks transmitting infection to oth-
ers. Also, prudential judgment should be used concerning Mass attendance when one has comprised health that would 
substantially increase the risk of infection when in public settings. It may be a good time to remind parishioners that they 
can contact the parish to arrange a pastoral visit should illness prevent attendance from Mass. 

Sign of Peace: 

At this time, it is encouraged to restrict, not eliminate, the Sign of Peace by reducing physical contact between persons. To 
this end, when inviting people to exchange the Sign of Peace, the following should be added: “In this cold and flu season, 
we will simply exchange the sign of peace through a smile and nod of the head” or other similarly worded statement. This 
restriction may be placed in the parish bulletin, while noting that it is temporary. 

Communion from the Chalice: 

At this time, we are not restricting distribution of communion from the chalice on the diocesan level. It should be re-iterated 
to parishioners through the bulletin and Mass announcements that the decision to receive from the chalice rests solely 
with the communicant, and one receives the fullness of the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ in receiving only 
the consecrated host. However, pastors may and should restrict the distribution from the chalice when there is a more 
widespread outbreak of influenza in their parish or surrounding community. Such measures are to be temporary. 

Thierry Heuga Interfaith Memorial Service 
Second Congregational Church 

Sunday, March 8th at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Presiding: Rev. Mark Blank, Pastor, Second Congregational 
                 Deacon David O’Brien, St. John the Baptist 
                 Howard Cohen, Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation of 
       Beth El 
Reception to follow in the community room of Second 
Congregational Church. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
March 29 

7:00 a.m. to Noon 
     Catamount Rotary will be  
hosting their annual Pancake 
Breakfast Sunday, March 29th 
from 7:00 a.m. to noon in the 

Parish Hall at Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales. 
     All proceeds will support scholarships for          
graduating high school seniors looking to 
further their education, and other community projects. 
Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for children. 
Please join the Catamount Rotary for this worthy and 
tasty cause.  


