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Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
July 11—19, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., July 18/19 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † Kay & Al Allen - The Family 
  † Therese Clark - Edith Myers 
  † Lillian Sarchino (2nd) - Her daughter, Marianne 
 7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 
 9:30 a.m. † Tony Napolitano - Joey Rubino 
  † Richard Belluzzi - Carol Salazar 
  † Carmen Napolitano (1st) - The Family 
  

  Monday, July 20 Saint Apolinaris  
 8:00 a.m. † James Feeney - Mary Cox 
 

  Tuesday, July 21 Saint Lawrence of Brindisi 
     8:00 a.m.  † Bert Trudeau - Vicky & Family 
 

  Wednesday, July 22 Saint Mary Magdalene 
  8:00 a.m. † Billy Maroney (17th) - The Family 
     John Fitzgerald (Living) - The Godfrey Family 
     Marie Parker Mayer (Living) - Jo-Anne Prouty 
 

  Thursday, July 23 Saint Bridget 
 8:00 a.m. † Michael J. Hogan - Sheila 
 

  Friday, July 24  Saint Sharbel Makhluf 
     8:00 a.m. † George & Norman Allard 
 

  Sat./Sun., July 25/26 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † John Maynard - The Family 
  † Albertha Allen Potter - BCHS Class of 1960 
  † Marie Maynard (1st on May 24th) - The Family  
 7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 
 9:30 a.m. † Jim Stewart - His wife, Sharon & Family 
  † Deceased members of  
     the Knights of Columbus Council #307 

Readings for the week of July 19, 2020 
 

Sunday:   Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/ 
  Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 
Monday:  Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 
  [23b]/Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a]/Mt 
  12:46-50 
Wednesday:  Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 
  [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Thursday:  Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11 
  [10a]/Mt 13:10-17 
Friday:   Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/ 
  Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday:  2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [5]/ 
  Mt 20:20-28 
Next Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 
  129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 
  13:44-46 

 
 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales 
Parish, 
     We want to express our heart-felt gratitude to all of you 
for your love and commitment to the parish. These pan-
demic months have been nerve-wracking and difficult for 
everyone. It has been a chaotic and stressful time. In order 
to keep the COVID-19 virus from spreading, all the routine 
demands and pleasures of daily life have been curtailed 
and disrupted. We have not even been able to gather as a 
community for the celebration of the Eucharist. 
     Through it all you have not forgotten the financial needs 
of the parish.  Many of you have mailed in your envelopes 
or dropped off your generous contributions or contributed 
electronically through our parish website.  You have been 
extraordinary in maintaining your stewardship of the    
Parish.  
     We are aware of the financial strain everyone is         
experiencing in these complex times which makes your 
generosity even more outstanding. Thank you for your 
goodness and for the inspiration you have given us.  We 
are blessed to be serving here at the parish.  
     Please know of our prayers for you and deep              
appreciation.  
  Sincerely in the Lord, 
  Fr. Bob and Fr. Hugh  

 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all     
evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their   
Father.”         - Mt 13: 41-43a 

Sunday Summary 
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19  For God, absolute power leads to 
justice, mercy, and kindness. 
Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16  God is great, and also good and 
forgiving. 
Romans 8:26-27  We may not know how to pray, but the 
Spirit within us does. 
Matthew 13:24-43  The kingdom of heaven is like wheat, a 
mustard seed, and yeast. 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Congratulations! 
     Congratulations to the following Faith Formation       
students and their families who celebrated the Sacrament 
of First Eucharist on Saturday, June 27. 
 

Lillian Avienu 

Dante Babcock 

Addyson Brosnan  

Kathyrn Burnor 

Riley Favreau 

Steve McCay 

Giovanni Rodriguez 

James Sauer 

Hadley Weaver 

First Eucharist Celebrated 

Eighteenth Annual 
Sacred Heart School  
Golf Extravaganza 

Mount Anthony Country Club 
Friday, August 7th ~    

Tee Times from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
     During the past months, The School of Sacred Heart St.     
Francis de Sales continued to provide excellent academics 
and support to the students and parents. It is this quality 
of care the community associates with the faculty and staff 
of our school. David Estes, our beloved principal, has    
postponed his retirement until June 2021 in order to     
ensure the school will open in the fall ready to face the 
challenges presented by Covid-19. 
     Due to Covid-19, several fundraisers scheduled in the 
spring had to be cancelled and the golf tournament was 
postponed. SHSF School relies heavily on fundraising 
throughout the year in order to operate. Please know that 
any level of support is appreciated. 
     This year's format is different. Tee times will be assigned   
between 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. We will have Lunch To-Go on 
the Golf Course, and Awards and a Raffle Auction at     
completion. The Raffle tickets will be sold in advance or 
throughout the day (golfers and non-golfers may purchase 
tickets). Winners need not be present to win. 
     We hope you will consider joining us for this enjoyable      
tournament that includes golfers of all skill levels. 
     If you have any questions, would like to register a team,  
or need further information, please do not hesitate to  
contact us at the numbers provided below. We sincerely 
thank you in advance for considering this opportunity to 
support the youth of our community and this excellent 
school. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jason Morrissey / 802-442-0377 / jasonmorrissey@comcast.net 
Matt Maroney / 802-447-8610 / ammaroney@msn.com 
Chrissy Morrissey / 802-681-8247 / chodrickmorrissey@gmail.com 
Maru León / 802-442-2617 / maru@mtanthonycc.com 
Gretchen Martinez / 802-598-7281 / brynnemma244@gmail.com 



July 19, 2020 

 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Marie Parker Mayer, Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine 
Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina Harrington, Ray Vivaldi,  
A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, 
Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth 
Emaish, Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred 
LaBonte, Therese Long, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna 
Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we 
remember the residents of Crescent Manor Care Centers. 

A Prayer for Protection 
 in Time of Pandemic  

 

O Mary,  
you always brighten our path  

as a sign of salvation and of hope.  
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,  

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain  
while remaining steadfast in faith.  

 

O loving Mother,  
you know what we need,  

and we are confident you will provide for us  
as at Cana in Galilee.  

 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus,  
the Divine Physician,  

for those who have fallen ill,  
for those who are vulnerable,  
and for those who have died.  

 

Intercede also for those charged with  
protecting the health and safety of others  
and for those who are tending to the sick  

and seeking a cure.  
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love,  
to conform to the will of the Father  
and to do as we are told by Jesus,  

who took upon himself our  
sufferings and carried our sorrows,  
so as to lead us, through the Cross,  

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen.  
 

Under thy protection we seek refuge,  
O Holy Mother of God.  

In our needs, despise not our petitions,  
but deliver us always from all dangers,  
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.  

 

Gospel Reflection 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist 
together. While we wrestle with these two dimensions of 
reality inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and 
words of others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up 
because of their sin. We are also all too quick to pass   
judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and  
walking down a wrong path. God does not make rash   
judgments, nor should we. Patience is the order of the day 
as is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of 
the shots. 
     Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and 
the weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. As 
long as we can cultivate even a little faith and a small 
measure of desire for God, He can produce abundant 
blessings and good things. Even when the weeds seem to 
have triumphed, there still may be a small measure of faith 
remaining that can be cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take 
much! Unless a person totally allows the weeds to reign, 
there is always to be found at least a small measure of 
faith, good, light, and love. With even this small portion, 
God can produce abundant growth. 
     Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they 
grow very quickly. Any gardener knows this to be true. 
Sometimes, the weeds even seem more attractive and   
vibrant. Dealing with weeds can quickly become a losing 
battle, and they can look healthier and grow faster than 
the very plants we are trying to protect. It’s easy to give 
into them and let them win. While God will deal with all 
things in due time, we are responsible for keeping things in 
check in the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed 
on God’s presence and mercy. We are asked to avoid   
judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to deal with the 
weeds in someone else’s garden, only our own. One       
garden is enough responsibility for anyone. 
     Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they 

can appear attractive and healthy, they can quickly choke 

us off from God’s presence. Our task is one of maintenance 

and cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of 

faith can grow into something wonderful. In God’s time, 

the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have 

to worry about the weeds. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for  
the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa. 

 

There is no Second Collection next weekend. 
 

We thank you for your generosity! 



The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
July 18—24, 2020 

a step closer to PRIESTHOOD 

 

 
 

     I grew up in North Bennington, Vermont and went 
to Mass at the parishes of Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales and St. John the Baptist. I first thought about 
becoming a priest in elementary school, and my faith, 
prayer, and desire for the priesthood grew while 
attending the School of Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales from kindergarten through eighth grade. I then 
went to Mount Anthony Union High School where I 
had the opportunity to explain and defend my faith in 
a secular environment. I studied for two years at the 
University of Vermont. The Catholic Center there 
helped me mature in my prayer, virtue, and 
knowledge. The opportunities for daily Mass and    
silent prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament at the 
Catholic Center helped me to determine that God was 
calling me to further discern the call to priesthood in 
the seminary. I entered the seminary of Our Lady of 
Providence after my sophomore year in college and 
studied philosophy for two years at Providence        
College. After my study of philosophy, I was sent to 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. There, I have completed 
three out of four years of studies in theology and 
preparation for the priesthood. I am currently eagerly 
awaiting my ordination to the transitional diaconate 
for the Diocese of Burlington. 

 Robert Murphy, seminarian,  
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1. Robert Murphy (rear 
center) poses with his 
fellow seminarians at 
Cathedral of St. Joseph, 
Burlington. — Stephen 

Giroux photo   2. Recent 
diocesan portrait of 
Robert Murphy. — Ste-

phen Giroux photo            
3. Robert Murphy cele-
brates his graduation 
from Providence College 
in Rhode Island in 2017, 
with his family. — Sub-

mitted photo 4. In this 
1999 photograph,      
Robert Murphy (left) 
poses with his brother, 
Brian. — Submitted photo  

How to Watch the Ordination 
     Robert Murphy, seminarian for the Diocese of   
Burlington, will be ordained to the Transitional        
Diaconate at Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 
in Bennington on Friday, July 24 at 1:00 p.m. Due to 
the seating capacity restrictions, attendance at the 
Mass will be by invitation. For those unable to be with 
us physically for the liturgy, the Mass will be live-
streamed on the Diocesan website vermontcatholic.org 
home page. Click the “Watch the daily live-streamed 
Mass” on the home page and you will be directed to 
the page for the live-stream feed. Please keep Robert 
in your prayers.  

http://vermontcatholic.org/


The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  
(Facebook link) 

Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 
   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 

 

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which    
assists those in need of food in our local community. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the pantry food distribution is 
now being done outside, under tents in the parking lot. 
Now, more than ever, we need your support to help those 
struggling with food insecurities in our area. 
 

Here are some ways you can help: 
 Financial support: Cash donations, VISA or store gift 

cards (can bring to the parish office or place in the         
collection basket in an envelope marked for HIS      
Pantry). Note that these gift cards are used solely by 
pantry volunteers to purchase needed foods as we run 
low. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 Groceries: rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned        
vegetables, canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable 
juices, tuna, canned chicken, mac & cheese, peanut 
butter. 

 

 Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, 
shampoo, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste,   
feminine products. 

 

 PPE: facemasks, hand sanitizer, Lysol spray. 
 

 Volunteering: If you would like to become a volunteer 
at HIS Pantry, please call 802-823-0195 or email his-
pantryshsf@gmail.com. We are especially in need of 
shoppers and people that can pick up fresh produce at 
local farm markets during the summer & fall months. 
All new hands and hearts are welcome! 

 

At this time we DO NOT NEED THE following: 
 plastic bags 
 egg cartons 
 clothing or household items of any kind 
 

Special Note: 
His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the         
individuals and organizations that are so kindly giving 
of their time, food, gift cards and monetary donations 
to help feed the needy in our community. Your         
continued generosity during this difficult time is truly 
making a difference in the lives of so many!  Our      
sincere blessings and wishes for good health to all.  

     On Sunday July 5, members of our Parish answered 
our call to lend a hand with the Interfaith Dinner at 
the Second Congregational Church. A special thank 
you to Carolyn and Gerry McMurray, Janet and Dan 
Lucy, Peg and Mike Daly and Julie Guasconi. We truly 
appreciate your willingness to lend your time, talent 
and treasure to this worthwhile community outreach. 
     If you (or a group) would be interested in hosting 
one of these dinners, just give the office a call at 442-
3141. Thank you.  

50th Anniversary! 
     Fr. Bill Kelley shared this photo with us that was 
taken on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
his Ordination. If you’d like to send a note of           
congratulations to Fr. Bill his address is:   
  Rev. William H. Kelley, C.S.C. 
  Stonehill College 
  Holy Cross Residence 
  480 Washington Street 
  North Easton, MA  02356 
     We think he’s looking well and we congratulate 
him on 50 years! 

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com

