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Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
August 22—30, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Aug. 22/23 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † Deceased Members of  
    the Knights of Columbus Council 307 
  † Richard & Madelyn Fonteneau - Their Children 
     Our Parish Family 
 7:30 a.m. † Richard Lyons - Jackie Clark 
 9:30 a.m. † Tony Napolitano - Anna Rita Girardi 
  

  Monday, Aug. 24 Saint Bartholomew 
 8:00 a.m. † Pete Taylor - The Family 
 

  Tuesday, Aug. 25 Saint Louis & Saint Joseph Calasanz 
     8:00 a.m.     No Mass 
 

  Wednesday, Aug. 26 Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. † Dale Palmer - Wife & Sons 
  † Annette Poblocki - Husband, Bob 
  † Kay & Al Allen - The Family 
 

  Thursday, Aug. 27 Saint Monica 
 8:00 a.m.    No Mass 
 

  Friday, Aug. 28  Saint Augustine 
     8:00 a.m. † Sr. Nancy Vendura - Vicky 
  † Mary Ellen Sennett - The Pembroke Family 
 

  Sat./Sun., Aug. 29/30 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † Alice Morrissey Harwood - Mary Morrissey 
  † Margaret (2nd) & Richard (17th) Martin, and 
     Andrea Allard Powers (1st) - Rita & Family 
 7:30 a.m. † Raymond Vivaldi - Dennis & Jo-Anne Amadon 
 9:30 a.m. † Lila Hendery - Anne & Andy Anderson 
  † Merle Johnson (8th) - Wife, Mary 
  † Kathleen Haynes (5th) - Mary Johnson 

 
 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales Parish, 
     We want to express our heart-felt gratitude to all of you for 
your love and commitment to the parish. These pandemic 
months have been nerve-wracking and difficult for everyone. It 
has been a chaotic and stressful time. In order to keep the 
COVID-19 virus from spreading, all the routine demands and 
pleasures of daily life have been curtailed and disrupted. We 
have not even been able to gather as a community for the cele-
bration of the Eucharist. 
     Through it all you have not forgotten the financial needs of 
the parish.  Many of you have mailed in your envelopes or 
dropped off your generous contributions or contributed elec-
tronically through our parish website.  You have been extraordi-
nary in maintaining your stewardship of the Parish.  
     We are aware of the financial strain everyone is experiencing 
in these complex times which makes your generosity even more 
outstanding. Thank you for your goodness and for the inspiration 
you have given us.  We are blessed to be serving here at the par-
ish.  
     Please know of our prayers for you and deep appreciation.  
  Sincerely in the Lord, 
  Fr. Bob and Fr. Hugh  

Sunday Summary 
Isaiah 22:19-23  God chooses who will be raised up and brought 
low. 
Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8  God is exalted yet sees the lowly even 
from a distance. 
Romans 11:33-36  We cannot know the mind of God or the 
depth of divine wisdom. 
Matthew 16:13-20  Peter is chosen to be the rock that will sup-
port the church. 

Readings for the week of August 23, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/ 
  Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20  
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/ 
  Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/ 
  Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/ 
  Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/ 
  Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 
   17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/ 
  Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

Note from Msgr. McDermott 
     In consideration of Governor Scott’s August 1st order requiring 
facial coverings/masks for indoor public gatherings and outside 
gatherings, Bishop Coyne is directing all parishioners to wear 
facial coverings/masks when entering and leaving church build-
ings, including for the celebration of Holy Mass. 
     This directive will remain in effect until the Governor’s order 
is modified or rescinded, or the Bishop updates our liturgical 
norms and protocols. 

He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” Simon Peter said in reply, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, 

but my heavenly Father.”              - Mt 16:15-17 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Update on School Opening in 
Full Session 

Starting September 8 
 

     Everyone is anxiously waiting for word on school open-
ing. The first day of school will be Tuesday, September 8. 
The Diocesan Superintendent and Catholic School           
Principals created a plan for opening called “United in Faith 
– Returning with C.A.R.E. (Communities and Academics 
Reimagined Effectively). The document is now on Bishop 
Coyne’s desk awaiting approval. Once that has been       
approved, our reopening task force, made up of teachers, 
parents, and health professionals, will create a plan       
specifically for The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis. It will 
look specifically at how we will be addressing all the safety 
protocols. It will outline all the steps that will be put in 
place when school reopens. This should have been ready 
for our school community on August 1. Our primary       
concern is providing a safe and secure environment in 
which our students can continue the learning process and 
you as parents can feel comfortable with the fact that we 
are doing everything we can to ensure the safety of your 
children. This is going to take a lot of work and sacrifice on 
everyone’s’ part, but that is what makes us stronger as a 
community. School will obviously look very different and 
routines will not be what they were before all of this start-
ed. Thank you for your patience and understanding. Please 
trust that we will do our very best to be sure your children 
are safe at school.  

Seeking families interested in our  
Faith Formation opportunities 

 

     Our plans are to hold in-person classes with safety         
protocols and social distancing measures in place. In      
addition, we understand and will work with families who 
have concerns about in-person classes. We are developing 
a plan that will be fluid, based on guidelines from the state 
and Diocese. 

Sacred Heart St. Francis is committed to enhancing the 
family domestic church through our programs: 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS)  (3 – 6 year olds 

 Faith Formation (Grades 1 thru 6) 

 Sacramental preparation for First Eucharist (grade 2) 

 Confirmation (grades 7 & 8) 

 Post-Confirmation programs 

     The Diocese of Burlington has directed us to lower the 
age of Confirmation and this year will be confirming       
students in 7th and 8th grades. The Confirmation program 
is a collaborative effort between Sacred Heart St. Francis 
de Sales School, SHSF Church and St. John the Baptist 
Church. This is a one-year program with the goal of Confir-
mation in April or May of 2021. 
 

     Please contact us for more information and look for 
more details in the coming weeks. We keep your family in 
our prayers and look forward to helping your family grow 
deeper in your faith. 
 

Kathy Murphy  
1kathy.murphy@gmail     
and Mary Drew  
maryedrew1@gmail.coml.com    
802-442-3141 
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August 23, 2020 

 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Fran O’Neill, Bob Hannon, Marie Parker Mayer, Don Place, Cathy 
Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina Harrington, A.J. 
Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, Christopher 
Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, Matthew 
Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, Therese Long, 
Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy 
Keenan, and this week we remember the residents of the 
Vermont Veteran’s Home. 

Gospel Reflection 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

     The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will nev-
er fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and souls can 
learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had a more inno-
cent quality to it, we believed what we were told or witnessed, 
unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This was especially 
true if the information came from someone in authority. In a 
sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand but also more 
trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable quality that sadly 
can be eroded when we realize we have been duped. With edu-
cation and technological advances, we find ourselves more skep-
tical and less likely to too quickly accept and believe what we see 
and hear. 
 

     For all of the good that social media can do, it can also easily 
distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad other          
technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make even the 
non-existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do we allow this 
obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? Questioning and 
doubting are healthy elements of any good relationship as long 
as we don’t allow them to turn us away from a deeper              
experience of love and encounter. If we cannot get our minds 
around something or empirically justify or prove it, we tend to 
declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. The 
very same trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly what is  
essential for all of our relationships, especially our relationship 
with God. With all things and people that make a profound claim 
on us, we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full self-
investment involves plunging completely into the unknown! 
 

     Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not “head 
knowledge” because of the relationship he shared with Jesus and 
what God was able to reveal in and through that relationship. 
Peter simply “knew” because of love that this is who Jesus really 
is. The silent exchange of love between friends, and not an     
intellectual exercise of the mind, brought Peter to this place. 
When we stop and think about it, there are many things in life 
that we simply know but do not completely understand. When 
someone sacrifices their own well-being for another, it may not 
make intellectual sense when examined. But it makes a world of 
sense when it is carried out. The vastness of reality and an       
encounter with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to          
profound silence where we simply know something to be true. 
Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship with God to 

bring you to this place or are you still too skeptical? 

Praying for Peace 
     On Saturday, August 15, 35 parishioners from Sacred Heart 
Saint Francis de Sales and Saint John the Baptist gathered in 
front of the Parish Center to say the Rosary and pray for peace 
in our country and God’s blessings on the upcoming election.  
Saturday marked the beginning of a “54 Day Rosary                 
Novena” (August 15 - October 7). 
     Noella Boisvert writes— Thank you for your presence at the 
Rosary for Peace. We need encouragement from the community 
to fight in this difficult time.  Rosary for Peace in our heart and in 
the world.  For the immediate triumph of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.  I hope you will join us for the next Rosary Rally on    
October 10, at noon. 

 
 

 

 For more information, calendars, etc. go to: 
https://queenofpeacemedia.com/fifty-four-day-novena 

Month of August Daily Mass Schedule 
 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

8:00 a.m. 
 

Saint John the Baptist 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. 



The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reprinted from “The Inland See” for the Diocese of Burlington 
August 22—28, 2020 

Frequently 
ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

     The Diocese of Burlington, after years of planning and prayer, has officially kicked off our first ever Christ Our Hope: Building a     Vi-
brant Church campaign based on the results of the synod and rooted in Christ. The goal of the effort is to unite as Catholics to renew, 
strengthen and secure the future of the Catholic Church in Vermont. To answer your questions, we offer this list of frequently asked 
questions (FAQ) — a sampling of queries raised by clergy, parishioners, and staff. To view the full FAQ and learn more about the      
campaign visit: www.christourhopevt.org.  
 

THE CHRIST OUR HOPE CAMPAIGN AND COVID-19  
 

Why move forward with a campaign as our community works through the COVID-19 pandemic response?  
     These times have only reinforced that now, more than ever, the Catholic Church in Vermont, especially our parishes, need assistance 
from those who can help.  
     The number one priority of the Synod to create vibrant parishes has become even more important. We know some families will be 
able to give while others may not. However, as Catholics, we recognize that stewardship, while important in good times, is even more 
important in times like these.  
 

Could the campaign have been delayed?  
     Over the last two months, while following the direction of the state of Vermont and evaluating our options, we delayed campaign 
activities to focus on community outreach and the celebration of Easter through virtual participation. After consulting with the         
campaign’s clergy and executive committees and based on the guidance of the CDC and the needs of our parishes, we decided it was 
best to move forward with a campaign after restructuring the timeline. We will combine all parishes into one wave, with kickoff         
celebrations occurring in mid-August and the campaign concluding in November.  
 

How will we ask people for money now? What will I be asked to give?  
     We understand that families in our faith community have been impacted; however, it is important to consider that many may have 
the ability to give and want to help. It is our responsibility to offer everyone the opportunity to participate in this historic campaign with 
the understanding that no gift is too small.  
 

THE PARISHES  
 

Who will be involved in the campaign?  
     All parishes are participating under a unified timeline, with every parishioner given the opportunity to participate through prayerful 
consideration of a sacrificial gift that is meaningful to them.  
 

How will we use the funds raised in this campaign?  
     Since this is a parish-focused campaign, 60% of the funds raised will return to the parish to support the campaign goals as defined by 
parish leadership.  
     For example, a parish may use the dollars to pay for a capital improvement project, to enhance offertory or create/replenish a re-
serve fund. The other 40% will go to endowments in the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation.  
     The intent is to use those funds to support faith formation to strengthen our Catholic schools, youth ministry, evangelization efforts, 
and emergency assistance delivered by Catholic Charities. All distributions of funds are minus campaign expenses.  
 

How will this campaign affect offertory? The Bishop’s Annual Appeal?  
     The hope is it won’t affect either. Your weekly commitment turns on the lights, pays for staffing, parish ministries and programs. 
Simply put, it keeps the parish functioning. It’s the same with the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. The Diocese uses those dollars to support its 
various ministries and outreach programs.  
     Hopefully donors will consider a gift above and beyond their regular support knowing they have three years to fulfill that commit-
ment. If one must decide between campaign or ordinary giving, the Diocese encourages them to continue supporting ordinary giving.  
     Please note, the intent was to include the Bishop’s Annual Appeal as part of the campaign. However, due to COVID-19, we launched 
it separately, with an accelerated timeline to provide immediate relief to the Diocese for operational costs and ongoing ministry to the 
vulnerable across the state. The campaign commitment form will include space to make a gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, if needed.  
 

Who will ask parishioners to support the campaign?  
     You will receive your gift request in a letter signed by Bishop Coyne and your pastor. Campaign volunteers from your parish  — along 
with the pastor — will place follow up phone calls to parishioners to review the goals, answer questions and  encourage participation.  



The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 
 

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which    assists 
those in need of food in our local community. Due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the pantry food distribution is now being done 
outside, under tents in the parking lot. Now, more than ever, we 
need your support to help those struggling with food insecurities 
in our area. 
 

Here are some ways you can help: 

 Financial support: Cash donations, VISA or store gift cards 
(can bring to the parish office or place in the collection bas-
ket in an envelope marked for HIS Pantry). Note that these 
gift cards are used solely by pantry volunteers to purchase 
needed foods as we run low. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 Groceries: rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned vegetables, 
canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable juices, tuna, canned 
chicken, mac & cheese, peanut butter. 

 

 Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, shampoo, 
toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste,   feminine products. 

 

 PPE: facemasks, hand sanitizer, Lysol spray. 
 

 Volunteering: If you would like to become a volunteer at 
HIS Pantry, please call 802-823-0195 or email hispan-
tryshsf@gmail.com. We are especially in need of shoppers 
and people that can pick up fresh produce at local farm mar-
kets during the summer & fall months. All new hands and 
hearts are welcome! 

 

At this time we DO NOT NEED THE following: 

 plastic bags 

 egg cartons 

 clothing or household items of any kind 
 

Special Note: 
His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the individuals and 
organizations that are so kindly giving of their time, food, gift 
cards and monetary donations to help feed the needy in our com-
munity. Your continued generosity during this difficult time is 
truly making a difference in the lives of so many!  Our sincere 
blessings and wishes for good health to all.  

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Campaign Kickoff!  

     The Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church campaign is 

underway! Teamed with the rest of the parishes across the state, 

we come together in our effort to strengthen our Catholic 

Church in Vermont and renew our own parish. 

     You should have received a letter with a document of         

Frequently Asked Questions that hopefully answered many of 

your questions about the campaign and why we need to do this 

now. 

     This week every registered parish household will receive a 

packet of campaign information from our parish. The mailing will 

include a gift request letter signed by Bishop Coyne and Fr. Bob, 

with instructions on how you can invest in the future of Sacred 

Heart St. Francis de Sales and strengthen the Catholic Church in 

Vermont. 

     Please note the gift request included in the letter is an        

invitation not an expectation. We understand these are difficult 

times, but, as a Church, our needs have not diminished and for 

many they have increased. 

     We first ask you to make the gift of prayer for the success of 

the campaign. We then ask you to consider our shared            

responsibility for the needs of our spiritual home, our parish, 

and the future of our Catholic Church in Vermont. Finally, we 

invite those who can give to prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift 

beyond their usual offertory and bishop’s appeal contribution. 

     To learn more about the campaign visit:  

www.christourhopevt.org 

 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for 
the Holy Cross Mission Appeal. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for  
Catholic University. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 

What it Means to be a Knight 
     We are Catholic men who lead, serve, protect and defend. We 
share a desire to be better husbands, fathers, sons, neighbors 
and role models and to put charity and community first. 
     Our local council 307 helps support our churches, our school 
and our community through donations of time, talent and    
treasures of its membership. 
     During these difficult times with the pandemic, we are unable 
to hold our normal in person membership drives. We are always 
here to welcome new members to the Knights of Columbus and 
our council. For the remainder of August there will be free online 
membership using the promo code MCGIVNEY2020. For the rest 
of this month, every man who joins online at kofc.org/joinus will 
pay $0 first-year dues by entering the promo code 
MCGIVNEY2020. 
     Please contact Michael Daly Grand Knight with any questions 
at Michaelkofcvt@comcast.net or call 802-447-1892. 
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