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Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
October 24—November 1, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Oct. 24/25 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † Francis “Pete” Roy - Barbara Lauzon & Family 
 7:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of Knights of Columbus 
    Council #307  
 9:30 a.m. † Albertine Shea - Mary & Tom Flood 
  Our Parish Family 
 

  Monday, Oct. 26 Weekday 
      8:00 a.m.  † Len Nichols - Betty Tange 
 

  Tuesday, Oct. 27 Weekday 
     8:00 a.m.  † Linda L. Caputo - Her Husband, Lou 
 

  Wednesday, Oct. 28 Saints Simon and Jude 
  8:00 a.m. † Jake Weber - Sandy James 
  Special Intention - Jo-Anne Prouty 
 

  Thursday, Oct. 29 Weekday 
 8:00 a.m. † Doris Boulet (13th) - Doris & Ron Alderman 
 

  Friday, Oct. 30  Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. † Daniel & Clarissa McCarthy - Daughter, Jane 
 

  Sat./Sun., Oct. 31/Nov. 1 All Saints 
  4:00 p.m. † William & Hazel Kelley - Daughter & Family 
   Our Parish Family 
 7:30 a.m. † Father Vincent Coppola - Paula Keatley 
 9:30 a.m. † Hermine T. Dranginis (17th) - Her Daughter 

 
 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales Parish, 
     We want to express our heart-felt gratitude to all of you for 
your love and commitment to the parish. These pandemic 
months have been nerve-wracking and difficult for everyone. It 
has been a chaotic and stressful time. In order to keep the 
COVID-19 virus from spreading, all the routine demands and 
pleasures of daily life have been curtailed and disrupted. We 
have not even been able to gather as a community for the  
celebration of the Eucharist. 
     Through it all you have not forgotten the financial needs of 
the parish.  Many of you have mailed in your envelopes or 
dropped off your generous contributions or contributed     
electronically through our parish website.  You have been   
extraordinary in maintaining your stewardship of the Parish.  
     We are aware of the financial strain everyone is experienc-
ing in these complex times which makes your generosity even 
more outstanding. Thank you for your goodness and for the 
inspiration you have given us.  We are blessed to be serving 
here at the parish.  
     Please know of our prayers for you and deep appreciation.  
  Sincerely in the Lord, 
  Fr. Bob and Fr. Hugh  

Sunday Summary 
Exodus 22:20-26  We must treat the disadvantaged with the 
compassion of God. 
Psalm 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51  God is the strength of those who 
keep faith with the one who saves. 
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10  Through the example of the apostles, 
some come with joy to faith in Christ. 
Matthew 22:34-40  Jesus reveals that love is the greatest  
commandment of all. 

Readings for the week of October 25, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/ 
  1 Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40   
Monday: Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Eph 5:1]/ 
  Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [1a]/ 
  Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 6:12-16 
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/ 
  Lk 13:31-35 
Friday:  Phil 1:1-11/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 14:1-6 
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Next Sunday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/ 
  1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
©LPi 

Note from Msgr. McDermott 
     In consideration of Governor Scott’s August 1st order requir-
ing facial coverings/masks for indoor public gatherings and 
outside gatherings, Bishop Coyne is directing all parishioners to 
wear facial coverings/masks when entering and leaving church 
buildings, including for the celebration of Holy Mass. 
     This directive will remain in effect until the Governor’s order 
is modified or rescinded, or the Bishop updates our liturgical 
norms and protocols. 

He said to him, "You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest and the 
first commandment. The second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself."                 - Mt 22:37-39 



Bennington, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 
1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  

 
 
 
 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Message from 
Mr. David Estes 

 

     One of the greatest gifts you 
can give to your child is an under-
standing of the value of respect. 
Too often we hear stories of     
people who do not have self-

respect and who do not show respect for others. It is our    
responsibility to create a peaceful community that begins with 
mutual respect and a large dose of tolerance. Certainly, Jesus 
provides the most powerful model of respect for us. We recall 
countless stories in the Bible demonstrating Christ’s respect 
both for himself and for all of God’s creation. Christ treated 
everyone with respect, whether the lowliest among us or the 
greatest. The sinner, the leper, Mary Magdalene, Zachaeus the 
tax collector - all were treated with complete respect by Jesus.  
     The best tool for teaching your child the value of respect is 
to model it yourself. You may not realize how your every word 
and action may be observed by your child. Think of it this way: 
By remaining highly conscious of the things we do and say, we 
not only model respect for our children but are likely to       
improve our own adult behavior. Our actions as adults are  
seldom lost on children. So it is most important that we       
objectively view our own behavior to ensure it provides the 
kind of example we wish to set.  
     One thing that hurts the peace of a school community is 
gossip. Maybe we should post a sign with large letters that 
reads, all teachers, students, parents, and administration, and 
staff do not want to hear or see anyone bad mouthing or    
gossiping about anyone else. This can take place on social   
media platforms as well, such as Facebook, Twitter, or Instant 
Messenger.  
     Children who live in homes where respect is an important 
value are secure and find a much easier and happier path 
through life. Make respect for self and others a top priority in 
your home  

Baptism 
     Congratulations to John William Cervero who was baptized 
into our Catholic Community on Saturday, September 19. 
     John is the son of Nicholas and Caitlin Cervero, pictured 
above with his Godparents Raymond Witkowski and Whitney 
Kalinowski. 
     Many blessings to John and to his family! 
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Gospel 
You scream, “I will not go to church. I want to stay 
home and play with my toys.” Jesus says, “Love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, soul and mind.” 
You holler, “I hate Jimmy. He has a new bicycle and 
I do not even have a bike.” Jesus reminds you: 
“Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” Your 
choices of words and actions show if you love God 
and your neighbor. 

mailto:faithform@comcast.net


October 25, 2020 

 
 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Robin Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Bob Hannan, Marie 
Parker Mayer, Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet 
Sausville, Tina Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, 
Cindy Levitte, Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth 
Emaish, Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, 
Therese Long, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth 
Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember the residents 
of River’s Edge Community Care Home. 

 
 

 
 

 
Peter E. Souza   Robert F. Rogalski 

 

Barbara R. Tremblay 

Memorial Mass for Fr. Vinny 
     Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church will be  
celebrating the life of the beloved Rev. Vincent Coppola, C.S.C. 
on Wednesday, November 4 at 6:00 p.m.  

     The Mass will be celebrated by 
Fr. Bob, Fr. Hugh and Fr. Mark    
Cregan, C.S.C. Fr. Cregan was Fr. 
Vincent’s superior when Fr. Vincent 
was on sabbatical in the South 
Bronx. Fr. Cregan, who will be    
traveling here with Fr. Vincent’s 
mother, Madeline Mooney, will 
deliver the homily. 
     While we grieve the loss of Fr. 
Vincent at such a young age, we 
look forward to celebrating his life 
and sharing in communion with one 
another. 
     Due to COVID-19 restrictions 

attendance at this Mass is limited, therefore Pre-registration is 
required.  Please call the parish office at 442-3141 to reserve 
your space. Or email benncath@comcast.net. Be sure to tell us 
how many people you are reserving space for. Reservations 
will be honored on a first-come first-served basis. For those 
not comfortable attending Mass due to the pandemic, the 
Mass will be live-streamed and possibly shown on CAT-TV at a 
later date. 

Gospel Reflection 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     For some reason, it is easier to genuflect in reverence to the 
presence of Christ in the tabernacle of a church, than to genu-
flect in reverence to the same presence of Christ in another 
person’s soul. We wrongly believe that God divides himself, 
placing himself in one place in preference to another. It doesn’t 
work that way. Love of God and love of neighbor are intimately 
and inseparably connected because the essence and spark of 
God’s very presence is in all creation. God’s presence is just as 
real in the one who is good, as in the one who is bad, and the 
one who is just, and the one who is unjust. 
     Our brains get in the way of truly contemplating the awe-
someness of this truth. We like to separate things into boxes, 
the sheep from the goats and the deserving from the undeserv-
ing. But, with God there are no distinctions such as this. Our 
human classifications, subdivisions, and definitions hold no 
power or have any weight in God’s eyes. Sadly, we relate to 
God and to each other as if they do. 
     We cannot be deaf to the world’s pain. It is not about hav-
ing, hording, accumulating, acquiring, securing, storing, pro-
tecting, owning, claiming, or any of the other human terms we 
use to distinguish mine from yours. We put so much power in 
these words and that power, even though we may not always 
realize it, can cause those words and the distinctions they carry 
to wound and hurt others. We have the whole order of things 
wrong, but we are so set on preserving this order that we are 
absolutely afraid to do it any other way. We go through hoops 
trying to convince ourselves why the perils of the person seek-
ing a new place to call home are not our perils that we turn our 
back and justify closing our doors. It makes perfect sense to us. 
Yet, it makes no sense in terms of our faith. It doesn’t square 
with any of the words found in Sacred Scripture or in any time-
tested teaching of the church. 
     We have it all reversed. We know that we do because when 
Jesus speaks about such things and the words of the Old Testa-
ment prophets ring out again, we start to feel uncomfortable 
and anxious. What we do, directly or by omission, to one of the 
least of these little ones we do to God. It is quite possible that 

some of what we are doing personally, economically, political-
ly, globally, and even religiously is doing more harm than good. 
Let’s ponder that a bit. 

Come Join Us! 
     America is in desperate need of our Lady’s saving grace 
now more than ever. Our police need our support and        
encouragement to protect us and our love ones. The rosary is 
our salvation. 
     Come join us on Saturday, October 31 at noon in front of 
the Parish Center. 



The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Folks,  
We are all accountable to one another and to our God.  As I am accountable to you, below are Statements of Income and 
Expenses for the Fiscal Year ending June 30 for 2020, 2019, and 2018. By default the statements involve measureable 
things, and do not reflect your prayers and volunteer services, which are essential but do not lend to statistical analysis. 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 

Statements of Income (Loss) 

For the years ending June 30,  

      

  2020 2019 2018 

Income     

Offertory   $           308,006   $           332,633   $       344,920  

Other income   $           124,232   $              88,042   $       170,357  

Total Operating Income   $           432,238   $           420,675   $       515,278  
 

     

Expenses     

Compensation & Benefits   $           274,668   $           279,493   $       260,811  

Assessments   $              45,423   $              44,746   $         53,561  

School Contribution and Repairs   $              66,378   $              75,607   $       108,219  

Insurance    $              24,220   $              23,478   $         23,897  

Supplies   $              34,540   $              42,188   $         34,298  

Repairs & Maintenance   $              57,966   $              37,471   $         46,229  

Utilities   $              68,316   $              78,548   $         50,173  

Depreciation & Other   $           167,055   $           165,626   $       167,288  

Total Operating Expenses   $           738,566   $           747,157   $       744,476  

     

Net Operating Loss   $         (306,328)  $         (326,482)  $     (229,198) 

     

Thank you for your generosity. 
Rev. Robert Wiseman, C.S.C. 
Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for 
the Priests Benefit Fund. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for  
is for our Parish School. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 
November 1.  Don’t forget  
              to turn your clocks 
back before going to bed 
   Saturday, October 31. 



The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 
 

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists 
those in need of food in our local community.  Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the pantry food distribution is now being 
done outside, under tents in the parking lot.  Now, more than 
ever, we need your support to help those struggling with food 
insecurities in our area.  Here are some ways you can help: 
 

Volunteering:  We are in need of a few more volunteers during 
this difficult pandemic period!  Here are some of the areas 
where we especially need help: 

 Outdoor setup crew:  set up tents, tables & coolers out-
side on Wednesdays, 11 am - noon  and/or Fridays,  9-10 
am.  Need to be able to lift at least 20 pounds. 

 Outdoor guest assistance:  help out guests select food 
offerings (masked and socially distanced), Wednesdays 1-
4pm and/or Fridays 10am - noon. 

 Guest sign-in and/or indoor food prep & packaging:  Wednes-
days Noon-4pm and/or Fridays 9am - noon 

 People that can pick up fresh produce at local farm mar-
kets during the summer & fall months (once/twice per 
month, time slots flexible) 

 

     If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give 
us an additional hand in one of the areas listed above, please 
email hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195.  

RCIA 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

Classes to Begin on November 1 
     Do you know someone who is interested in joining the   
Catholic Church or has questions about our Catholic Faith?  
Someone who: 
 Has never been baptized? 
 Has been baptized, but is not a practicing  
  Catholic? 
 Has been baptized, but never been confirmed? 
 

     If you know of someone like this please ask them if they 
would be interest in becoming a full member of our Catholic 
Church.  For more information contact either Scott  Murphy at 
802-245-4990. Or you may call the parish office at 442-3141.  

Music Recital 

     On Sunday, November 22 at 

3:00 p.m., Jessica O’Connell and 

Donald McMahon will offer an 

afternoon recital of music in the 

church to uplift and console the 

parish family of Sacred Heart Saint 

Francis de Sales during this time 

of pandemic. 

     The performance is free. All safety protocols will be          

followed, and everyone is required to wear a mask.  Since only 

a maximum of 100 people are allowed in the church, the recital 

will be videotaped so that it may also be enjoyed at home.  

View dates will appear in the parish bulletin.  

Donations:   

 Groceries:  rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned vegetables, 
canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable juices, tuna, 
canned chicken, mac & cheese, peanut butter  

 Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, sham-
poo, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine 
products 

 PPE:  face masks, hand sanitizers, Lysol spray 

 Financial support: cash donations, VISA or store gift cards 
(can bring to the parish office or place in the collection 
basket in an envelope marked for HIS Pantry). Note that 
these gift cards are used solely by pantry volunteers to 
purchase needed foods as we run low. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

 

Special Note: 
His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the individuals and 
organizations that are so kindly giving of their time, food, gift 
cards and monetary donations to help feed the needy in our 
community. Your continued generosity during this difficult time 
is truly making a difference in the lives of so many!  Our sincere 
blessings and wishes for good health to all.  

 Christ Our Hope Campaign Update  
A portion of the funds raised through the Christ Our Hope: 
Building a Vibrant Church campaign supports these types of 
ministries through the faith formation fund established in the 
Vermont Catholic Community Foundation. This will ensure sta-
ble income for vital faith formation ministries, especially in 
times of crisis. To learn more about the campaign or make a 
gift online visit: www.christourhopevt.org.  
 

10% As of October 14: $1,033,887  
Goal: $10,000,000  

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com
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