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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
November 14 - 22, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Nov. 14/15 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † Gerald E. Morrissey (18th) - Mary Morrissey 
  † Klaus Jones - BCHS Class of 1960 
  † Edgar Lemieux - The Amadon Family 
 7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 
 9:30 a.m. † Raymond Vivaldi  
    - Knights of Columbus Council #307 
  † Anthony Napolitano - Paul Capriola 
 

  Monday, Nov. 16 Saint Margaret & Saint Gertrude 
      8:00 a.m.  † Anthony Napolitano (1st) - His Family 
 

  Tuesday, Nov. 17 Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 
     8:00 a.m.  † Lorinna & Don Abrams - Rita & Family 
 

  Wednesday, Nov. 18 Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. † Len Nichols - Jane Taylor 
  

  Thursday, Nov. 19 Weekday 
 8:00 a.m. † Rev. Vincent Coppola, C.S.C.  
    - Leslie Stehle & Sharon Stewart 
 

  Friday, Nov. 20  Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. Our Parish Family  
 

  Sat./Sun., Nov. 21/22 Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
     King of the Universe 
  4:00 p.m. † Eunice Jordan - The Family 
  † Kay & Al Allen - The Family 
  † Len Nichols - Tom Maynard 
 7:30 a.m. † Bob Hannan - Bob & Alice Pezzulich 
 9:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the  
    Knights of Columbus Council #307 
  Our Parish Family 

Sunday Summary 
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31  Better than pearls is the 
woman who puts her trust in God. 
Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5  The family who loves the Lord will be 
blessed. 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6  Children of the light have nothing to fear 
from the darkness of the last days. 
Matthew 25:14-30  Those who are faithful in small ways will 
share the master’s joy. 

Readings for the week of November 15, 2020 
 

Sunday:   Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
  [cf. 1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30  
Monday:  Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Rev 2:17]/ 
  Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday:  Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [Rev 3:21]/ 
  Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday:  Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b]/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday:  Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [Rev 5:10]/ 
  Lk 19:41-44 
Friday:   Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 [103a]/ 
  Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday:  Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday:  Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 [1]/ 
  1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-4 
             ©LPi 

Gospel Reflection 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     God gives us the gift of His very self and asks us to invest it. 
Investing God’s greatest gift of Himself wisely, allows God’s 
kingdom to grow and flourish. God trusts us with this pearl of 
great price in hopes that it will produce abundant fruit. While 
God’s gift of self is realized in the gifts of faith, hope, and love, 
they are not meant to be solely for personal benefit. They are 
intended to be shared and are at the heart of Jesus’ blueprint 
for happiness, the Beatitudes. 
 

     When we properly invest God’s greatest gift, His most  
treasured possession, we invest in the wellbeing of all of our 
brothers and sisters and the world in which we live. We take 
up most seriously our call to be stewards and properly       
manage, not only our own affairs, but the affairs of those 
around and before us. God has put tremendous confidence in 
us. Do we have that same confidence in God? 
 

     We often go the extra mile and put in the additional effort 
when it comes to those concerns closest to us: our families, 
friends, careers, home and securities. But when it comes to 
things that are not as close to us, we can become lax and less 
conscientious. Tending to God’s treasure requires a great deal 
of focus and persistent hard work. It demands that I see the 
bigger picture, God’s picture, in which self-sacrifice is a given 
as we labor for the establishment of God’s kingdom, God’s 
vision. Fear and a lack of trust can loom large, however. We 
are afraid of letting go of what is “mine” and apprehensive of 
jeopardizing what we have in order to venture into something 
bigger and more promising. 
 

     Fear and a lack of trust serve no purpose in God’s kingdom. 
They benefit neither the person nor God. What is required is a 
courageous resolve that produces the fortitude necessary to 
stay the course and do what God is asking. Doing all in our 
power to cultivate the seeds of faith, hope, and love in our 
world, working diligently to put all of our relationships in    
proper order, becoming attentive to systems and ideologies 
that hurt and oppress people, being mindful of injustice, and 
laboring on behalf of the poor and the needy are at the core of 
what each of us is asked to do. It is how we invest God’s most 
precious gift wisely. If persistent, alert and attentive, then life 
will gradually improve around us, there will be greater peace 
and we will experience joy. 



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 
1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  

 
 
 
 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Thank You Dr. Budnikas! 
We’d like to extend a special “Thank 
You” to Dr. Archie Budnikas for offering 
to purchase the Liturgical Calendar 
which we had placed on our “Wish List” 
for the atrium. Thank you Dr. Budnikas 
for your generosity. 

Bags2School Update! 
     Thanks to everyone who cleaned out their closets for our 
Bag2School drive last week. The total collected was 2,350 
pounds. They pay out 10 cents per pound so we will receive 
$235.00. It is just as good to know that about 70 percent of the 
collected clothing gets reused, 25 percent gets recycled and 
only about 5 percent is waste. 
     A special shout out to Jimmy Evans at the church for his  
extra efforts and Jennie Hogan for her help. 

Harvest Bazaar Update 
Big Money Raffle Coming 

     Unfortunately there will not be a Harvest Bazaar this fall due 
to COVID, but we will still have a HARVEST/HOLIDAY Big Money 
Raffle sometime in November. Tickets will be sent home or 
mailed closer to the time of the drawing.  

 
 
 
 

A Peak Inside  
Our School 

Mimi Rivers, a first 
grader in  Miss Barry’s 
class, packs up her 
Halloween treat bag 
along with her school 
work.  

Confirmation Class 
These are three pictures from Sunday night's Confirmation 
service class. The 7th and 8th grade Confirmation class 
worked on blankets and cards for Veteran's Day to bring to 
the local Veteran's home.  

mailto:faithform@comcast.net
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Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Robin Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Marie Parker Mayer, 
Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina 
Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, 
Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, 
Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, Therese 
Long, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy 
Keenan, and this week we remember the residents of Brookdale at 
Fillmore Pond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert John Hannan 
 

Dorothy Bondone 

 

Remembrance Book 
     As a personal way of remembering loved ones, our           
Remembrance Book will be located near the Sanctuary for 
those wishing to inscribe names of family and friends. Although 
different from sponsoring a Mass, the Book of the Dead       
provides a means to remember someone special in our lives. 

Mass Intentions for 2021 
     We will begin taking Mass Intentions and Votive Candle 
requests for 2021 on Thursday, November 12, by way of mail, 
email (jbprouty@comcast.net), or in a separate envelope and 
placed in the offertory basket (we will not be taking intentions 
in person or by phone this year). Please be sure to include: 

 who the Mass is for 

 who the Mass is from 

 the date and time requested 

 your phone number 

 your mailing address 
     You will be notified when your Mass(es) have been        
scheduled. The stipend remains at $10.00 per Mass. 

An Afternoon Recital  
of Music to  

Brighten Your Day. 
Jessica O’Connell, messo-soprano 

Donald McMahon, organist 
Sunday, November 22, at 3:00 p.m. 

Maximum Capacity 100 
Social distancing and  
face masks required. 

We will videotape the performance so you can also enjoy it at 
home. Please check the bulletin for view dates. 

Bennington Empty Bowls 
A Note from Sue Andrews 

(retired director of the Greater Bennington Interfaith Community Services) 
 

     I am sending you this note because parishioners of Sacred 
Heart Saint Francis have been an integral part of Bennington 
Empty Bowls in past years. 
 

     In a typical year, we would be looking forward to our annual 
Empty Bowls Soup Supper in mid-November.  However, 2020 is 
anything but a typical year. The COVID pandemic has put a 
damper on social gatherings, and especially those involving 
hundreds of people like our Empty Bowls Soup Supper. The 
Soup Supper has become one of those events that is at 
the heart of our community. In 2019, more than 1000 people 
participated in the event. 
 

     Bennington Empty Bowls has always had two goals. The first 
was to raise local awareness about the fact that a significant 
percentage of residents are food insecure. The second goal for 
Bennington Empty Bowls has been to raise funds to purchase 
food for distribution through the Kitchen Cupboard.  
 

     This week, we are moving forward with the 2020 Benning-
ton Empty Bowls, COVID Edition. In a year when we cannot 
come together as a community to share a simple meal of soup 
and bread, we can still work to ensure that there are no empty  
bowls in our community. You can help make that happen! 
 

There will be two parts to 2020 Bennington Empty Bowls, 
COVID Edition. The first is a request to everyone who has  
supported or attended Empty Bowls in the past to make a           
financial contribution. As a SHSF parishioner, we hope we can 
count on you to take a leadership role in this campaign. 
 

     To make your donation, please go on-line now to our Go-
FundMe page (http://gbicsbennington.org/empty-bowls/) or 
our webpage (www.gbicsbennington.org ) or write a check 
(GBICS Empty Bowls, PO Box 702, Bennington, VT  05201.) In 
order to be successful, we ask that after you make your own 
donation, that you forward this request to three of your friends 
who share your concern for those in our community who are 
experiencing food insecurity. Just think of the impact we could 
have if each of your friends then sent on the message to three 
of their friends who share this concern! 
  Thank you for your support. 
  Sue Andrews 

http://gbicsbennington.org/empty-bowls/
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 
 

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists 
those in need of food in our local community.  Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the pantry food distribution is now being 
done outside, under tents in the parking lot.  Now, more than 
ever, we need your support to help those struggling with food 
insecurities in our area.  Here are some ways you can help: 
 

Volunteering:  We are in need of a few more volunteers during 
this difficult pandemic period!  Here are some of the areas 
where we especially need help: 

 Outdoor setup crew:  set up tents, tables & coolers out-
side on Wednesdays, 11 am - noon  and/or Fridays,  9-10 
am.  Need to be able to lift at least 20 pounds. 

 Outdoor guest assistance:  help out guests select food 
offerings (masked and socially distanced), Wednesdays 1-
4pm and/or Fridays 10am - noon. 

 Guest sign-in and/or indoor food prep & packaging:  Wednes-
days Noon-4pm and/or Fridays 9am - noon 

 People that can pick up fresh produce at local farm mar-
kets during the summer & fall months (once/twice per 
month, time slots flexible) 

 

     If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give 
us an additional hand in one of the areas listed above, please 
email hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195.  

Donations:   

 Groceries:  rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned vegetables, 
canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable juices, tuna, 
canned chicken, mac & cheese, peanut butter  

 Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, sham-
poo, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine 
products 

 PPE:  face masks, hand sanitizers, Lysol spray 

 Financial support: cash donations, VISA or store gift cards 
(can bring to the parish office or place in the collection 
basket in an envelope marked for HIS Pantry). Note that 
these gift cards are used solely by pantry volunteers to 
purchase needed foods as we run low. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

 

Special Note: 
His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the individuals and 
organizations that are so kindly giving of their time, food, gift 
cards and monetary donations to help feed the needy in our 
community. Your continued generosity during this difficult time 
is truly making a difference in the lives of so many!  Our sincere 
blessings and wishes for good health to all.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for 
Christmas Flowers. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for  
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 

Job Opening at  
the School of SHSF 

     The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis 
de Sales is looking for a reliable individual 
to be an evening custodian. Duties        

include, but are not limited to, vacuuming, mopping, general 
cleaning and trash removal from classrooms after classes are 
dismissed.  Hours are from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. (start time is flexi-
ble) and pay is $13-$15 per hour.  The ideal candidate has a 
valid driver’s license and is a motivated self starter who can 
work independently. If interested please contact Mrs. Hendery 
at 442-2446.  

Christmas Gifts for  
Children in Need 

     This year, due to the uncertainty brought 
on by the pandemic, we decided not to do 
the Jesse Tree. Green Mountain Christian 
Center is sponsoring “A Green Mountain 
Christmas”. If you would like to provide a 
toy for a child in need (ages infant to 10 

years old), you are welcome to purchase one and drop it off at 
Sacred Heart St. Francis in the large box to the parking lot side 
of the altar or to the office in the parish center between now 
and November 22.  Gifts can be of any value and should be left 
unwrapped. We will ensure that the gifts are delivered to the 
center. 
     If you have any questions please call the church office at   
442-3141.  Thank you. 

Interfaith Dinner 
     On Sunday, November 1, members of our Parish Community 
answered our call to lend a hand with the Interfaith Dinner at 
the Second Congregational Church. A special thank you to Julie 
Guasconi, Dan and Janet Lucy, Mike and Peg Daly and Gerry 
and Carolyn McMurray. We truly appreciate your willingness 
to lend your time, talent and  treasure to this worthwhile    
community outreach.  
     Second Congregational church has gone to great lengths to 
create protocols that keep everyone safe during this time of 
the pandemic. If you (or a group) would be interested in 
hosting one of these dinners, just give the office a call at       
442-3141. Thank you.  

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com
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