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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
December 5—13, 2020 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Dec. 5/6 Second Sunday of Advent 
  4:00 p.m. † Raymond Vivaldi - Marie Ray 
  † Francis & Doris Tomasi - Mary Jane Liporace 
  † Edgar Lemieux - Meg Outwater 
 7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 
 9:30 a.m. † Sophie Anne Stehle (21st) - Her Daughters 
 

  Monday, Dec. 7 Saint Ambrose 
      8:00 a.m.  † Len Nichols - Vicky & Julie 
 

  Tuesday, Dec. 8 The Immaculate Conception of the  
     Blessed Virgin Mary 
     8:00 a.m.  † Bob Hannan - Mary & Tom Flood 
     5:30 p.m.  Our Parish Family 
 

  Wednesday, Dec. 9 Advent Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. † Theresa Long - Mary Pat 
  

  Thursday, Dec. 10 Advent Weekday 
 8:00 a.m. Our Parish Family 
 

  Friday, Dec. 11  Advent Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. Our Parish Family  
 

  Sat./Sun., Dec. 12/13 Third Sunday of Advent 
  4:00 p.m. † Helen Whitman - Her Family 
  † Ray Vivaldi - Sue Connor 
  † Edgar Lemieux - Sue Connor & Bill Deery 
 7:30 a.m. † Albina Boulet Guilmette -  
    Doris & Ron Alderman 
  † Bob Hannan - 7:30 Mass Ushers 
 9:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the  
     Knights of Columbus Council #307 
  Our Parish Family 

Readings for the week of December 6, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/ 
  2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8   
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14  
  [Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/ 
  Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 [1]/ 
  Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/ 
  Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/ 
  Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 
  Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-47  
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54  
  [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

Gospel Reflection 
Second Sunday in Advent 

     People knew over a year in advance that the Pope was  
coming for a visit to America and the preparations began.   
Security, space limitations and requirements, protocols, crowd 
management, itineraries, invitations, regulations, and so much 
more was necessary to pull this event off effectively. It’s not 
every day that we get a visit from such a prominent dignitary. 
Thought, effort, meticulous attention to detail and vision all 
are necessary to make this thing work. After all, he can’t just 
show up in the ordinary and normal daily routines of life and 
catch people unprepared! Tickets have to be purchased, buses 
rented, hotel rooms reserved, and travel arrangements made 
early because it will be impossible to see him if we wait too 
long! 
 

     We do this kind of preparing not only for prominent        
religious figures but for political dignitaries, notable sports 
figures, people of fame, and even actors. If an individual      
intrigues us, we are going to want to do all we have to do to 
get a “good seat” in the house. Does Jesus Christ captivate this 
much of our attention? We are asked to prepare the way of 
the Lord and to do so not with frantic frenzy but patient      
enthusiasm. We do not have to stand on a street corner      
making profound announcements about God’s coming or   
become overly zealous in our embrace of the Good News. Our 
task is quieter, more interior, captivating, and consuming. We 
are asked to change. We have to conduct our lives with holy 
devotion. 
 

     Is the cost of that ticket too much for you? Don’t you want 
the “best seat” in the house? You don’t want to miss Our 
Lord’s arrival when he comes, do you? After all, if he comes 
while you are going about your daily routines without you even 
knowing, he may catch you off guard. Or, he may come in    
disguise looking like a beggar, a prisoner, migrant, refugee, or 
someone who is lost. Would you be ready to recognize him 
then? Preparing for the coming of Christ requires a change of 
mind, heart, and behavior. It is not adequate to simply do the 
things we always do. We want our lives to speak of the exciting 
news of Christ’s coming and the joy that the Gospel brings. It 
has to do with our demeanor, values, priorities, choices, and 
how we structure daily routines. Of course, it involves sacrifice. 
All anticipations do! Are you excited, captivated, enthusiastic, 
and sitting on the edge of your seat eager to celebrate his  
coming among us at Christmas, and waiting for him to come 
again? If not, why not? 

 

Immaculate Conception of Mary 
Mass Schedule 

 

Vigil Mass on Monday, December 7 at 5:30 at St. John the Baptist 
 

Holy Day Masses on Tuesday, December 8 are as follows: 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales ~ 8:00 am and 5:30 pm, 

St. John the Baptist ~ 9:00 am  



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 
1kathy.murphy@gmail.com  

 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  

 
 
 
 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Pray for us during this school year. 

Lord, please protect us, physically, emotionally and mentally. 
Keep us safe and healthy; increase our strength and stamina 

now and in the future, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Harvest Bazaar Update 
Big Money Raffle Tickets Have Been Mailed 

     Unfortunately there will not be a Harvest Bazaar this fall due 
to COVID, but we will still have a HARVEST/HOLIDAY Big Money 
Raffle. Tickets have been mailed. If you have not received yours 
or would like more, give the school a call at 442-2446. The 
drawing is December 13. 

Make an Advent Wreath (from Loyola Press) 
     Make an Advent wreath and place it in the 
middle of the dining room table. An Advent 
wreath consists of a frame     holding four can-
dles placed inside a circle of evergreens. The 
greenery in the wreath symbolizes the prom-
ised new life in Jesus. The four candles denote 
the four Sundays of Advent. There are three 
purple candles and one rose candle. Purple is 

a sign of penance, and rose is the color denoting the anticipa-
tion of joy. Light a candle on each Sunday evening of Advent, 
saying a short prayer or singing a verse of “O Come, O Come           
Emmanuel.” The light of the candles represents the light    
coming into the world as we prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth. 

At home Jesse Tree  
     The Jesse tree helps us     
connect the custom of deco-
rating Christmas trees to the 
events leading to Jesus’ birth. 
The Jesse tree is named from 
Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come 
out of the stock of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his 
roots.”  Jesse was the father of 
King  David. We adorn a Jesse 
tree with illustrated ornaments 
that represent the people,         
prophesies, and events leading 
up to the birth of Jesus. The 

ornaments of the Jesse tree tell the story of God in the Old 
Testament, connecting the Advent season with the faithfulness 
of God across four thousand years of history. Details for this 
rich activity can be found at: https://www.loyolapress.com/
catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/the-jesse-tree/ 

Below are a couple of activities to engage 
the whole family during this season of  

Advent! 

     Sixth Graders show off a sampling of the food collected for 
the Thanksgiving food drive which benefits HIS Pantry. 

mailto:faithform@comcast.net
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent/advent-links-to-explore-and-share/blessing-an-advent-wreath
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/the-jesse-tree/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/the-jesse-tree/
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Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Robin Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Marie Parker Mayer, 
Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina 
Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, 
Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, 
Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, Gloria 
VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and 
this week we remember the residents of Bennington Health and 
Rehabilitation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theresa Long 

 
 
 
 

Can You Help This Advent Season? 
     Can you help this Advent season by reaching out to 5 to 10 
people who you recognize might be feeling alone or isolated 
this Advent season?  Give them a call or send them a note of 
encouragement. This is a great time to reconnect with          
parishioners that you haven't seen lately in their regular 
“assigned” seats at church. Some may be spiritually hurting and 
need encouragement. Everyone needs to know they are      
important and that you and our faith community care about 
them. We are called to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
Each one of us can make a difference, think of how many lives 
we can touch! 

 

A Thank You from The Hannan Family 
     We have been showered with a multitude of acts of kind-
ness and love from our wonderful parish community as we 
mourned the loss of our “gentle giant,” Bob Hannan. 
     The family greatly appreciates all this and wishes you good 
health and blessing for the holiday season. 
    The Hannans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in Prayer 
     In our world today with Covid-19 & violence, we can bring 
peace and calm of the infant Jesus back to our country. The 
blessing of that first Christmas night when our Savior was born 
can be brought back if we turn to His Blessed Mother. 

Come pray the Rosary! 
Saturday, December 12 at noon 

At the Four Corners in front of the Hotel Putnam 
(Intersection of Route 7 & 9) 

Live the Liturgy – Inspiration for the Week 
 

     Prepare the way of the Lord! The message of John the    
Baptist becomes the calling of every baptized disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Each one of us is asked to prepare the way of the Lord. 
Given the humble means of our lives, how can we do this? It 
certainly does not require that we stand on street corners   
announcing God’s future coming! We can more readily take up 
the task of our lifework by clearing our lives of unnecessary, 
distracting clutter. By creating solid and deep spiritual lives, we 
can heighten our awareness of God’s presence and help people 
point to and discover God’s presence around them. By         
conducting ourselves in holiness and devotion, we can speak 
volumes to those we meet. Not by preaching actual words, but 
by living lives that communicate the comfort God wants His 
people to know. As the world sometimes frantically unfolds 
around us, we can be people of patience who show others that 
it’s okay to wait for God’s gift to come. Conducting our lives in 
this manner, we will know the peace that comes from doing 
what we have been asked to do. 

Mass Intentions for 2021 
     We will begin taking Mass Intentions and Votive Candle 
requests for 2021 on Thursday, November 12, by way of mail, 
email (jbprouty@comcast.net), or in a separate envelope and 
placed in the offertory basket (we will not be taking intentions 
in person or by phone this year). Please be sure to include: 

 who the Mass is for 

 who the Mass is from 

 the date and time requested 

 your phone number 

 your mailing address 
     You will be notified when your Mass(es) have been        
scheduled. The stipend remains at $10.00 per Mass. 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

HIS Pantry 

“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

   Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 
 

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists 
those in need of food in our local community.  Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the pantry food distribution is now being 
done outside, under tents in the parking lot.  Now, more than 
ever, we need your support to help those struggling with food 
insecurities in our area.  Here are some ways you can help: 
 

Volunteering:  We are in need of a few more volunteers during 
this difficult pandemic period!  Here are some of the areas 
where we especially need help: 

 Outdoor setup crew:  set up tents, tables & coolers out-
side on Wednesdays, 11 am - noon  and/or Fridays,  9-10 
am.  Need to be able to lift at least 20 pounds. 

 Outdoor guest assistance:  help out guests select food 
offerings (masked and socially distanced), Wednesdays 1-
4pm and/or Fridays 10am - noon. 

 Guest sign-in and/or indoor food prep & packaging:  Wednes-
days Noon-4pm and/or Fridays 9am - noon 

 People that can pick up fresh produce at local farm mar-
kets during the summer & fall months (once/twice per 
month, time slots flexible) 

 

     If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give 
us an additional hand in one of the areas listed above, please 
email hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195.  

Donations:   

 Groceries:  rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned vegetables, 
canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable juices, tuna, 
canned chicken, mac & cheese, peanut butter  

 Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, sham-
poo, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine 
products 

 PPE:  face masks, hand sanitizers, Lysol spray 

 Financial support: cash donations, VISA or store gift cards 
(can bring to the parish office or place in the collection 
basket in an envelope marked for HIS Pantry). Note that 
these gift cards are used solely by pantry volunteers to 
purchase needed foods as we run low. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

 

Special Note: 
His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the individuals and 
organizations that are so kindly giving of their time, food, gift 
cards and monetary donations to help feed the needy in our 
community. Your continued generosity during this difficult time 
is truly making a difference in the lives of so many!  Our sincere 
blessings and wishes for good health to all.  

Overwhelmed 
     We have (once again) been over-
whelmed by your response to purchase gifts 
for children in need. You didn’t receive 
much notice, and no announcement was 
made, still many of you read the bulletin 
and chose to purchase gifts for children in 
need this Christmas Season. Our friends at 
the Green Mountain Christian Center (who 
are the sponsors of the toy drive) were also 

grateful for your generosity. Below is their Thank You note 
which we received this week. 
 
“Greetings, 
 

Our hearts are overflowing with GRATITUDE, THANKFULNESS, 
APPRECIATION AND BLESSINGS! 
 

We appreciate so much your generous donation of toys to our 
Green Mountain Toy Room. Our need has been exceptional this 
year, and the assistance you provided will go a long way in 
helping provide children with a happy Christmas. 
 

We expect to bless approximately 300 families with              
approximately 600 children, or more, with the donations from 
our surrounding communities. 
 

May our good Lord bless you. 
 

Sincerely, 
Pastor Dustin Bell 
Lead Pastor” 

Please Sign-in Before Mass 
A Note from Msgr. McDermott 

 

     In response to new Covid-19 guidelines issued by the State 
of Vermont, Bishop Coyne directs all parishes to maintain an 
attendance log for all liturgical celebrations in the parishes of 
the Diocese of Burlington. The log information shall be      
maintained by the parish for 30 days after the liturgical        
celebration in the event contact tracing needs to be followed 
because of an outbreak of Covid-19 tied to one of our church-
es. This requirement becomes effective on the First Sunday of 
Advent, November 28-29, 2020, until further notice. This log 
requirement applies to daily Masses, funerals, etc.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for 
our parish school. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for  
the maintenance of our church. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com
mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com

