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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebra�ons for �

January 2�10, 2021�

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death)�

�

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 2/3� The Epiphany of the Lord�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Henry Shea � Mary & Tom Flood�

� � Our Parish Family�

� 7:30 a.m.� † Bob Hannan � Fred & Shirley�

� 9:30 a.m.� † Brien McMurray � Carolyn & Gerry McMurray�

�

  Monday, Jan. 4�� Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton�

      8:00 a.m.� � † Karen Rowley � Michael & Peg Dailey�

�

  Tuesday, Jan. 5�� Saint John Neuman�

     8:00 a.m.�� † Robert Ruddy � Carolyn & Gerry McMurray�

�

  Wednesday, Jan. 6� St. Andre Besse'e�

 � 8:00 a.m.� † Mary & Anna Bushee � Mary Pat Racicot�

� � † Madeleine & Howard Fitzgerald�

� � � � �  � Mary Pat Racicot�

� � † Rita Myers � Mary Pat Racicot�

� � † Albert Racicot � Mary Pat Racicot�

� � † Alda & Philip Racicot � Mary Pat Racicot�

� � † Alice & Philip Riley  � Mary Pat Racicot�

� �

  Thursday, Jan. 7� Saint Raymond of Penafort�

� 8:00 a.m.� † Bea Alderman � The Family�

�

  Friday, Jan. 8� � � Christmas Weekday�

   � 8:00 a.m.� † Gene Farrar (22

nd

) � Doris & Ron Alderman�

�

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 9/10� The Bap2sm of the Lord�

 � 4:00 p.m.� Living & Deceased members of the �

� � � � Knights of Columbus Council 307�

� 7:30 a.m.� † Linda L. Caputo � Her Husband�

� � Our Parish Family�

� 9:30 a.m.� † James Horrigan (4

th

)  � The Family�

Gospel Reflection 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

     “Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched        

fran�cally on his dimly lit desk for the current electric bill. “I 

know I put it right on top of these papers this morning!” Grow-

ing in frustra�on and bordering on anger, he flies stuff around, 

moves books and opines why simple tasks need to be so hard. 

Enter his wife, who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you 

put the light on, dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and     

behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob leB it earlier. 

All it took was a liCle light!�

     We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are 

distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, 

apprehensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the 

obvious. We would rather live our lives with the dimmest of 

lights or even in total darkness. Why are we afraid to do some-

thing so that we can actually see? It might help us to find   

quicker and beCer answers to problems, the meaning of life, 

rela�onships, happiness, and what is ul�mate truth. Yet, we 

stumble along, moving things from one side to the other, 

geGng angry, feeling cheated, being unseCled, resigning     

ourselves to the agony of defeat once again.�

     “And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising        

preceded them, un�l it came and stopped over the place 

where the child was.” The light has come into the world in the 

person of Jesus Christ! We no longer have to fumble in the 

darkness. We have been giBed with the illumina�on we need 

to see our way through things and find what we really are look-

ing for. All these years later, however, so many are s�ll         

reluctant to accept him. Perhaps they are unconvinced,       

disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of 

the above. Everyone has their own reason for not wan�ng to 

turn on the switch.�

     But there are so many answers to so many of our problems 

in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teaches us 

about God’s tender wedded rela�onship with humanity. It 

speaks to the expanse of God’s salva�on across the globe, and 

the incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that are a part of 

our life moment to moment. It calls us to understand the    

design of world order God intended as found in the Bea�tudes, 

the sacredness of every human life and all of crea�on and the 

meaning of things we struggle with most, like suffering and 

death. We have a lot of Good News to share, not just with a 

privileged few but with all the world. All races and creeds can 

receive God’s healing word. God con�nues to manifest himself 

even now! Use the light to find what you are really looking for!�

@LPi�

Readings for the week of January 3, 2021 

Sunday: �� Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf. 11]/�

� � Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

Monday: � 1 Jn 3:22�4:6/Ps 2:7bc�8, 10�12a [8ab]/�

� � Mt 4:12�17, 23�25�

Tuesday: � 1 Jn 4:7�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4, 7�8 [cf. 11]/�

� � Mk 6:34�44�

Wednesday: � 1 Jn 4:11�18/Ps 72:1�2, 10, 12�13 [cf. 11]/�

� � Mk 6:45�52�

Thursday: � 1 Jn 4:19�5:4/Ps 72:1�2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/�

� � Lk 4:14�22a�

Friday: � � 1 Jn 5:5�13/Ps 147:12�13, 14�15, 19�20 [12a]/�

� � Lk 5:12�16�

Saturday: � 1 Jn 5:14�21/Ps 149:1�2, 3�4, 5 & 6a & 9b [cf. 4a]/�

� � Jn 3:22�30�

Next Sunday:� Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/

Acts 10:34�38/Mk 1:7�11 or Is 55:1�11/Is 12:2

�3, 4bcd, 5�6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1�9/Mk 1:7�11�

©LPi�

Sunday Summary 

Isaiah 60:1�6� Jerusalem will be a light to the na�ons by the 

glory of the Lord.�

Psalm 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13�In the day of the anointed one, 

jus�ce and peace will flower.�

Ephesians 3:2�3a, 5�6�What is revealed to this genera�on has 

been a mystery un�l now.�

Ma'hew 2:1�12� The Magi bring giBs, while Herod harbors   

violence in his heart.�



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Forma
on Program�

�

“Growing In Faith Together”�

�

For more informa�on contact the �

parish office at 442�3141 or 

shsffaithforma�on@vermontcatholic.org�

�

You are invited to join us on Facebook � �

SHSF Faith Forma
on�

�

�

�

�

The School of �

Sacred Heart �

St. Francis de Sales�

307 School Street �

Bennington, VT 05201�

�

Mr. David Estes, Principal�

442�2446, Ext. 3�

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 

and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 

and respec�ul, striving to develop in every student the habits of 

thinking cri!cally and ac!ng responsibly in daily life.�

�

School Christmas Vacation 

Schedule�

     Our holiday vaca�on will run from Monday, 

December 21

st

 through Friday, January 1

st

. 

School resumes on Monday, January 4

th

, 2020.�

Congratulations to the Winners of our 

Big Money Raffle! 

�

Mary Hand � $500.00�

BeCy Palmer � $200.00�

John Ahearn � $100.00�

�

     Our school is grateful to all who sold and bought �ckets and 

everyone who con�nues to support our school and its mission. 

God bless you and Merry Christmas!�

Pray for us during this school year. 

Lord, please protect us, physically, emo�onally and mentally.�

Keep us safe and healthy; increase our strength and stamina 

now and in the future, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.�

Sharing the Gospel 

     God wants these giBs from you: love, forgiveness, and    

sharing. The wise men took Jesus giBs of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. You may not have these to give to God. You can 

give God giBs more valuable than gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. Forgive someone. It is worth more than a piece of gold. 

Say NO to bad ways. This is worth more than frankincense. 

Share with others. This is worth more than myrrh.�

Prayer 

Lord, help me do things worth more than gold for you.�

�

Something to Draw 

     Draw 9or color) yourself bringing three giBs to the baby Je-

sus in the manger.�

Mission for the Week 

     I will straighten my room, clean my closet, and dust my   

furniture.�



JANUARY 3, 2021 

�

�

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Dorothy Roy, Robin Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Marie 

Parker Mayer, Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet 

Sausville, Tina Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, 

Cindy LeviCe, Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth 

Emaish, MaChew Rubino, Abigail Grace Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, 

Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy 

Keenan, and this week we remember the residents of River’s Edge 

Community Care Home.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Jeffrey R. Kinney�

�

Duane E. Ford�

Pope Francis’  

Ten New Year’s Resolutions for You 

      If you need some help with your New 

Year’s  Resolu�ons, here are some ideas 

from the Holy Father himself.�

�

     1)� “Take care of your spiritual life, your rela�onship with 

God, because this is the backbone of everything we do and 

everything we are.”�

�

     2)� “Take care of your family life, giving your children and 

loved ones not just money, but most of all your �me, aCen�on 

and love.”�

�

     3)� “Take care of your rela�onships with others, trans-

forming your faith into life and your words into good works, 

especially on behalf of the needy.”�

�

     4)� “Be careful how you speak, purify your tongue of 

offensive words, vulgarity and worldly decadence.”�

�

     5)� “Heal wounds of the heart with the oil of                   

forgiveness, forgiving those who have hurt us and medica�ng 

the wounds we have caused others.”�

�

     6)� "Look aBer your work, doing it with enthusiasm,    

humility, competence, passion and with a spirit that knows 

how to thank the Lord.”�

�

     7)� “Be careful of envy, lust, hatred and nega�ve feelings 

that devour our interior peace and transform us into de-

stroyed and destruc�ve people.”�

�

     8)� “Watch out for anger that can lead to vengeance; for 

laziness that leads to existen�al euthanasia; for poin�ng the 

finger at others, which leads to pride; and for complaining con-

�nually, which leads to despera�on.” �

�

     9)� “Take care of brothers and sisters who are weaker … 

the elderly, the sick, the hungry, the homeless and strangers, 

because we will be judged on this.”�

�

    10)� “Making sure your Christmas is about Jesus and not 

about shopping.”�

�

Reprinted from December 2015�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The Second Collec
on this weekend is for our�

Parish School. �

�

The Second Collec
on next weekend is for the�

maintenance of our church. �

�

We thank you for your generosity!�

 

2021 Calendars 

     2021 Religious Calendars are available at the           

entrances to the church.  These are free, compliments of  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales church.�

  Thank you!   

     Thank you to all those who contributed to the Christmas 

flowers, either in memory or in honor of a loved one. Because 

of your generosity, our church looked beau�ful for the         

holidays.�

     A special “thank you” also goes out to Jimmy Evans, Jack 

Drew, Mary Flood and the Art & Environment CommiCee for 

once again working their magic to transform our church for the 

Christmas season.�

 

Thank You! 

Fr. Bob, Fr. Hugh, Don, Jimmy, Jo�Anne, Judy, Kathy, & Mary, 

would like to extend a special thank you to everyone who 

wished us a Merry Christmas with cards, cookies and special 

tokens of apprecia�on.  Your thoughWulness was greatly     

appreciated!�



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Parish Resources 

Bap2sm � Contact Kathy Murphy at the Parish Office.�

�

Rite of Chris2an Ini2a2on of Adults (RCIA)�

The Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults is the communal process through which non�bap�zed men and women become members of 

the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those bap�zed in different faith tradi�ons who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 

those who were bap�zed Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and confirma�on.�

�

Faith Forma2on for Children�

To register your child for our Faith Forma�on Program, please contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office.�

�

Marriage�

Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of marriage.�

�

Care of the Sick�

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be brought to those unable to aCend the Sunday celebra�on, or for  

Via�cum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint 

the sick during regularly scheduled liturgies.�

HIS Pantry 

“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 

Phone Number: 442-1720  

hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 

Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 

�

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer�run parish ministry which assists those in need of food in our local community.�  Due to the COVID�19      

pandemic, the pantry food distribu�on is now being done outside, under tents in the parking lot.� Now, more than ever, we need your 

support to help those struggling with food insecuri�es in our area.� Here are some ways you can help:�

�

Volunteering:� �We are in need of a few more volunteers during this difficult pandemic period!� Here are some of the areas where we 

especially need help:�

�� Outdoor setup crew:�  set up tents, tables & coolers outside on Wednesdays, 11 am � noon� and/or Fridays, 9�10 am. Need to be 

able to liB at least 20 pounds.�

�� Outdoor guest assistance:�  help out guests select food offerings (masked and socially distanced), Wednesdays 1�4pm and/or  

Fridays 10am � noon.�

�� Guest sign�in and/or indoor food prep & packaging: Wednesdays Noon�4pm and/or Fridays 9am � noon�

�� People that can pick up fresh produce at local farm markets during the summer & fall months (once/twice per month, �me slots 

flexible)�

�

     If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give us an addi�onal hand in one of the areas listed above, please email 

hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802�823�0195. �

�

Donations:���

*�Groceries:��rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned vegetables, canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable juices, tuna, canned chicken, mac 

& cheese, peanut butter��

��Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, shampoo, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine products�

��PPE:��face masks, hand sanitizers, Lysol spray�

��Financial support: cash donations, VISA or store gift cards (can bring to the parish office or place in the collection basket in an   

envelope marked for HIS Pantry). Note that these gift cards are used solely by pantry volunteers to purchase needed foods as we 

run low. Thank you for your generosity!�

��

Special Note:�

His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the individuals and organizations that are so kindly giving of their time, food, gift cards and 

monetary donations to help feed the needy in our community. Your continued generosity during this difficult time is truly making a    

difference in the lives of so many!� Our sincere blessings and wishes for good health to all. �


