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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
January 9—17, 2021 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 9/10 The Baptism of the Lord 
  4:00 p.m. Living & Deceased members of the  
    Knights of Columbus Council 307 
 7:30 a.m. † Linda L. Caputo - Her Husband 
  † Richard Kuhn - The Family 
  Our Parish Family 
 9:30 a.m. † James Horrigan (4th)  - The Family 
 

  Monday, Jan. 11 Weekday 
      8:00 a.m.  † Len Nichols - Carolyn & Gerry McMurray 
 

  Tuesday, Jan. 12 Weekday 
     8:00 a.m.  Dottie Roy (Living) - Julie & Vicky 
 

  Wednesday, Jan. 13 Saint Hilary 
  8:00 a.m. † Eleanor Daly (13th) - Michael & Peg Daly 
  

  Thursday, Jan. 14 Weekday 
 8:00 a.m. Vicky Trudeau (Living) - Julie 
 

  Friday, Jan. 15  Weekday 
     8:00 a.m. Vicky Trudeau (Living) - Jo-Anne Prouty 
 

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 16/17 The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00 p.m. † John Thomayer - The Family 
  † Gerry P. Morrissey (16th) & 
    Jane Morrissey Maloney (31st) 
      - Mary Morrissey 
 7:30 a.m. † Leon & Beatrice Boutin - Daughter, Mary 
 9:30 a.m. Our Parish Family 

Gospel Reflection 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

     We need history. We need it in order to understand         
ourselves, personally and collectively. The pieces of our       
histories may not have always been the most positive, honest, 
exemplary, dignified, proud and best moments of our lives, but 
they are ours. We have to acknowledge, remember, accept, 
and often heal them. We cannot forget them or pretend that 
they never existed. As horrible as the atrocities of events like 
Auschwitz, brutal injustices committed throughout the human 
journey, or personal painful experiences in our own stories, we 
need to remember. These times when humanity in general or 
people in particular have lost their way are times that need to 
be reconciled and redeemed. 
     If we lose the memories, we will make the same mistakes 
again. The human soul needs a strong sense of affirmation, 
direction, and clear purpose. Without these essentials, we will 
easily run amuck and repeat the sins of our past. God’s voice 
throughout history has spoken precisely about this! We are 
reminded through the voices and example of many prophets 
and witnesses not to make the same mistakes again, come 
back to center, discover the purpose given to us by God,    
maintain a sense of proper direction, seek healing for wounds 
and be reconciled to our Creator. 
     Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of      
humankind, not only eternally but here and now. Our existence 
depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we need from God 
by gifting us with the same intimate relationship Jesus had with 
the Father. We are blessed with the direction and clear        
purpose we need in order to be productive stewards and    
faithful Christians. Baptism calls us to remember, accept, and 
deal with the sins and inequities of our past regardless of how 
hurtful and serious. We consciously choose to turn away from 
them and put on the new life of Christ. To do this well, we must 
look hard and long at our sins and failings, listen to what they 
are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the past,           
collectively or personally, or pretend that it never happened, 
we will never grow. We will surely die. 
     People need to hear the message, lived and spoken,        
delivered by the baptized members of the Body of Christ. It is 
an essential message of hope that is layered with visions of 
justice, peace, reconciliation, redemption, blessing, and       
healing. It is a message that helps us remember what has gone 
before, the graces and the sins, and bring ourselves by God’s 
help where we need to be. We are called to do much more 
than sit home behind our closed doors. We have a message to 
deliver. Are we ready to do so? 

@LPi 

Readings for the week of January 10, 2021 
Sunday:   Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/ 
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/ 
  Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/ 
  Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/ 
  Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/ 
  Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:   1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/ 
  Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b  
  [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/

Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2
-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 
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The Second Collection this weekend is for the 
maintenance of our church.  

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for  
Catholic Education. 

 

We thank you for your generosity! 



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 

shsffaithformation@vermontcatholic.org 
 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 
 
 
 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
307 School Street  

Bennington, VT 05201 
 

Mr. David Estes, Principal 
442-2446, Ext. 3 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Pray for us during this school year. 

Lord, please protect us, physically, emotionally and mentally. 
Keep us safe and healthy; increase our strength and stamina 

now and in the future, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Sharing the Gospel 

Baptism of the Lord • Mark 1:7-11  

"Keep trying. You're doing great. I'm so proud of you." Every 
child should hear words like that. Every child wants to feel 
God's love. As Jesus grew from a boy to a man, he showed he 
was ready to live for God. At Jesus' baptism, God told Jesus, 
"You are my own dear Son, and I am pleased with you." God 
loves you as his child, too.  
 

Prayer 
God, I am so glad you love me.  

 
Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of yourself telling someone special, 
"I love you." 

 

Mission for the Week 
Be careful to use kind words with your family and friends. 

A peak inside our school….. 

Sixth Grader Joey Segura practices his ukulele chords. 
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Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Diane Roy, Dorothy Roy, Robin Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. 
John, Marie Parker Mayer, Don Place, Cathy Place, Elaine 
Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden 
Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levitte, Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, 
Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, Matthew Rubino, Abigail Grace 
Lamar, Wilfred LaBonte, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna Dewey, 
Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember the 
patients of Southwestern Vermont Medical Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anne R. DesLaurier 

Interfaith Dinner 
     On Sunday, January, leaders of our Faith Formation classes 
and their husbands answered our call to lend a hand with the 
Interfaith Dinner at the Second Congregational Church. A     
special thank you to Kathy & Kevin Murphy and Mary & Simon 
Drew We truly appreciate your willingness to lend your time, 
talent and  treasure to this worthwhile community outreach.  
     Second Congregational church has gone to great lengths to 
create protocols that keep everyone safe during this time of 
the pandemic. If you (or a group) would be interested in 
hosting one of these dinners, just give the office a call at       

442-3141. Thank you. For 2021 only the months of January 
and March have been spoken for, leaving 10 more months in 
need of volunteers. Please consider lending a hand to this 
worth while community outreach. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Votive Candles 
January 2021 Intentions 

 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender 
 

† James Horrigan 
requested by the family 

 

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr. 
requested by the Dale Long family 

 

 

Thank You! 
Fr. Bob, Fr. Hugh, Don, Jimmy, Jo-Anne, Judy, Kathy, & Mary, 
would like to extend a special thank you to everyone who 
wished us a Merry Christmas with cards, cookies and special 
tokens of appreciation.  Your thoughtfulness was greatly     
appreciated! 

When God Whispers 
     “You don’t need to shout. My hearing works just fine.” 
     Are you a parent that has used that one on your kids? I’m 
not sure at what age they realize that the volume of their voice 
doesn’t correlate to the likelihood of receiving a favorable   
reply — it might be sometime in the teenage years, when the 
talking slows down altogether. 
     But I’ve got to admit, it would be nice if God always gave us 
a loud and dramatic sign when He wanted something — the 
booming voice and the torn-open heavens (“This is my beloved 
Son!”) really get the message across. Sometimes I find myself 
envious of the Apostles, who were able to witness such things 
in person. 
     The fact of the matter is, in the year 2021, God is more likely 
to speak in a whisper than in a shout. The prophet Isaiah fore-
warns that Christ himself will not be a noisemaker — for all his 
preaching, he will not cry out or shout to bring forth justice to 
the nations. His way is altogether different than that. 
     We are not the Apostles, and we do not have the privilege of 
seeing the Holy Spirit descend on Christ like a dove. But here’s 
the good news: God doesn’t need to shout. Our spiritual hear-
ing works just fine. We just have to be listening. 
     Let’s wake up each morning ready to hear God’s whispers 
throughout the day. Let’s make a conscious effort to invite 
those whispers into our hearts, where they can become a    
catalyst for grace in this world. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Parish Resources 
Baptism - Contact Kathy Murphy at the Parish Office. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the communal process through which non-baptized men and women become members of 
the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in different faith traditions who are interested in becoming Catholic, or, for 
those who were baptized Catholic, but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and confirmation. 
 

Faith Formation for Children 
To register your child for our Faith Formation Program, please contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage 
Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of marriage. 
 

Care of the Sick 
To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion to be brought to those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, or for  
Viaticum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is always possible to anoint 
the sick during regularly scheduled liturgies. 

HIS Pantry 

“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 
 

     HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists those in need of food in our local community.  Due to the COVID-19      
pandemic, the pantry food distribution is now being done outside, under tents in the parking lot.  Now, more than ever, we need your 
support to help those struggling with food insecurities in our area.  Here are some ways you can help: 
 

Volunteering:  We are in need of a few more volunteers during this difficult pandemic period!  Here are some of the areas where we 
especially need help: 

 Outdoor setup crew:  set up tents, tables & coolers outside on Wednesdays, 11 am - noon  and/or Fridays, 9-10 am. Need to be 
able to lift at least 20 pounds. 

 Outdoor guest assistance:  help out guests select food offerings (masked and socially distanced), Wednesdays 1 -4pm and/or  
Fridays 10am - noon. 

 Guest sign-in and/or indoor food prep & packaging: Wednesdays Noon-4pm and/or Fridays 9am - noon 

 People that can pick up fresh produce at local farm markets during the summer & fall months (once/twice per month, time slots 
flexible) 

 

     If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give us an additional hand in one of the areas listed above, please email 
hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195.  
 
Donations:   

* Groceries:  rice, spaghetti, pasta sauce, canned vegetables, canned fruit, canned beans, shelf stable juices, tuna, canned chicken, mac 
& cheese, peanut butter  

 Personal hygiene items: bars of soap, deodorant, shampoo, toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, feminine products  

 PPE:  face masks, hand sanitizers, Lysol spray 

 Financial support: cash donations, VISA or store gift cards (can bring to the parish office or place in the collection basket in an   
envelope marked for HIS Pantry). Note that these gift cards are used solely by pantry volunteers to purchase needed foods as we 
run low. Thank you for your generosity! 

  

Special Note: 
His Pantry would like to gratefully thank all the individuals and organizations that are so kindly giving of their time, food, gift cards and 
monetary donations to help feed the needy in our community. Your continued generosity during this difficult time is truly making a    
difference in the lives of so many!  Our sincere blessings and wishes for good health to all.  
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