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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebra�ons for �

April 17�April 25, 2021�

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death)�

�

  Sat./Sun., Apr. 17/18� Third Sunday of Easter�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Mike Capriola � Mary Morrissey�

� � † Peter Mears � Mom, Nan�

� 7:30 a.m.� † Noreen Watson � Sister, Trina & Nephew, Joe�

� 9:30 a.m.� † Ken Capriola � Paul Capriola�

� � Michelle Frank (Living) on the �

� � � � Occasion of her Birthday � Mom�

� � Our Parish Family�

�

  Monday, Apr. 19� Easter Weekday�

     8:00 a.m.� � † Wilfred LaBonte � Vicky & Julie �

�

  Tuesday, Apr. 20� Easter Weekday�

     8:00 a.m.�� Our Parish Family�

�

  Wednesday, Apr. 21� Easter Weekday�

 � 8:00 a.m.� In Honor of Rosemarie Frydman (Living)�

� � �  on the Occasion of her Birthday � Julie�

� �

  Thursday, Apr. 22� Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 a.m.� † Phil O’Neill  � Parish Life Commi;ee�

�

  Friday, Apr. 23�� Saint George & Saint Adalbert�

� 8:00 a.m.� � Our Parish Family�

�

  Sat./Sun., Apr. 24/25� Fourth Sunday of Easter�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Deceased Family Members of Art & Kay Hicks�

� � � �  � Mary Morrissey�

� � † Patrick Moore � The Murphy Family�

� � Our Parish Family�

� 7:30 a.m.� † James McMahon � Paula Keatley�

� 9:30 a.m.� Living & Deceased Members �

� � � of the Knights of Columbus Council #307�

Readings for the week of April 18, 2021 

Sunday: �� Acts 3:13�15, 17�19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7�8, 9 [7a]/�

� � 1 Jn 2:1�5a/Lk 24:35�48�

Monday: � Acts 6:8�15/Ps 119:23�24, 26�27, 29�30 [1ab]/�

� � Jn 6:22�29�

Tuesday: � Acts 7:51�8:1a/Ps 31:3cd�4, 6 and 7b and �

� � 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30�35�

Wednesday: � Acts 8:1b�8/Ps 66:1�3a, 4�5, 6�7a [1]/�

� � Jn 6:35�40�

Thursday:� Acts 8:26�40/Ps 66:8�9, 16�17, 20 [1]/�

� � Jn 6:44�51�

Friday: � � Acts 9:1�20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/�

� � Jn 6:52�59�

Saturday: � Acts 9:31�42/Ps 116:12�13, 14�15, 16�17 [12]/�

� � Jn 6:60�69�

Next Sunday: � Acts 4:8�12/Ps 118:1, 8�9, 21�23, 26, 28, 29 �

� � [22]/1 Jn 3:1�2/Jn 10:11�18�

©LPi�

Gospel Reflection 

Third Sunday of Easter  

 

     We oCen act out of ignorance. Armed with the best of    

inten�ons, we think we are seeing clearly and correctly, but we 

are not. We don’t always understand the full meaning of things 

and only perceive part of the truth. Hence, our judgments and 

ac�ons can be impaired by myopic, incomplete or erroneous 

percep�ons. The meaning of life, understanding of human  

experience, and nego�a�ng life’s challenges can all become 

skewed without proper understanding and vision. The          

resurrec�on of Christ is the correc�ve to our incomplete and 

limited view of life. Looking at things with the eyes of faith 

brings a depth of clarity and understanding to how we see God, 

ourselves, others, and the world.�

�

     Even the disciples struggled with their limited understanding 

and ignorant percep�ons. It was only when Jesus opened their 

minds to understand the Scriptures that their eyes were 

opened. It was their “aha” moment when everything clicked. 

We all want the substance of our lives to come together, make 

sense, and have meaning. This is easier to achieve when things 

are going posi�vely and life is good. It is when suffering,        

disappointment, death, hardship, and injus�ce enter the      

picture that things can become unse;led and disoriented. Our 

faith in the goodness and love of God is tested. We tend to 

shiC our focus on these difficult and challenging moments and 

do not see them within the greater picture of how God intends 

life to unfold. We can gain, from the passion and resurrec�on 

of Christ, the clear vision we need in order to move away from 

ignorance to enlightenment.�

�

     We need our “aha” moment when everything comes       

together and clicks. It can come in a flee�ng instant when we 

feel totally connected with God, where we find ourselves,    

others and all of crea�on. It is a moment when all is right and 

good, regardless of how difficult our journey. Our “aha”       

moment assures us that God is here, right with us, in us and 

around us bringing us a giC and blessing we can receive       

nowhere else: peace. In those brief sacramental encounters 

when we are liCed up out of ourselves and centered, we can 

hear God say, “peace be with you,” and we feel secure. It’s all 

okay. The resurrected Christ has the power to bring this giC to 

us. Some people, as they are facing their deaths, remark about 

this peace. When looking into the window of eternity, they 

experience a depth of joy and are amazed at God’s goodness 

and closeness. We are called to be witnesses to this Good 

News.� � � � � �          ©LPi�

Sunday Summary 

�

Acts of the Apostles 3:13�15, 17�19  Peter accuses the crowds 

in Jerusalem of denying the Righteous One.�

Psalm 4:2, 4, 7�8, 9  The glory of the Lord shines on his faithful 

ones.�

1 John 2:1�5a  Only liars would claim the Lord and break his 

commandments.�

Luke 24:35�48  The resurrected Christ is no ghost. We can s�ll 

eat and drink with him.�



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Forma
on Program�

�

“Growing In Faith Together”�

�

For more informa�on contact the �

parish office at 442�3141 or 

shsffaithforma�on@vermontcatholic.org�

�

You are invited to join us on Facebook � �

SHSF Faith Forma
on�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The School of Sacred Heart �

St. Francis de Sales�

307 School Street �

Bennington, VT 05201�

�

Mr. David Estes, Principal�

802�442�2446�

     When we teach children to think as 

they learn, we are giving them an         

essen�al skill far more valuable than the 

ability to recall isolated facts. The same 

thinking strategies which are effec�ve in 

school can be prac�ced in their personal 

lives to solve problems and to make decisions. I suggest that 

you encourage your child in this method of making               

responsible, prudent decisions. �

     The first step is to iden�fy the problem. Perhaps your child 

wants a larger allowance, a later curfew, or some par�cular 

privilege. Perhaps there is a difference of opinion in regard to 

the responsibility for chores around the home. Once the exact 

nature of the problem is stated, it’s �me to gather facts and to 

describe the present situa�on accurately. The next step is to 

consider the advantages and disadvantages of various          

solu�ons. Many �mes the wisest decision involves a            

compromise aCer everyone concerned has had a chance to 

consider a number of possibili�es. �

     The more experiences your child has in sta�ng a problem, 

assessing a situa�on, discovering all per�nent facts, and      

evalua�ng the probable results or alternate ac�ons, the more 

likely he or she will be able to make reasonable and sound 

judgments. �

     Differences of opinion can be approached in a spirit of    

coopera�on and mutual respect, rather than from an           

argumenta�ve posi�on now and as your child grows into adult-

hood. �

     Being able to pray about important decisions is also a good 

way to reflect upon the situa�on and it allows God a chance to 

play a part in whatever decision is made. �

First Holy Communion Reminders  

 

May 2, First Eucharist Family Retreat and prac�ce which runs 

from 10:30 am � 12:30 pm.�

�

May 8 at 11:00 am is First Eucharist Celebra�on �

WINTERTASTIC RESULTS  

     Special thanks to all those who took part in our                

WINTERTASTIC CELEBRATION. To the planning commi;ee 

members, our donors, our sponsors, our teachers and staff, 

past graduates, and those who bought raffle �ckets…..we    

cannot even begin to express our sincerest gra�tude. Together 

we were able to raise $49,975 for our school this year from this 

one event. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! �

Sharing the Gospel 

Luke 24:35—38 

     Turn to God in the name of Jesus Christ so that you will be  

forgiven. When you hurt someone, say to God and to the    

person, "I made a mistake. I am very sorry. Will you forgive 

me?" ACer God forgives you, he will show you good things to 

do in his Son's name. Choosing ways to honor and serve God 

will lead you to heaven.�

Prayer 

Father God, forgive me and show me ways to serve you in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ.�

Mission for the Week 

When someone hurts me I will forgive. I will ask God to forgive 

me if I hurt someone.�

�

Kid’s Corner 



APRIL 18, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Votive Candles 

April 2021 Intentions 

 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender�

�

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr.�

requested by the Dale Long family�

�

�

�

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Lavinia, George Tremblay, Reatha Williams, Frank Babcock, Tami 

Greene, Robin Guer�n, Nan Mears, Diane Roy, Dorothy Roy, Robin 

Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Marie Parker Mayer, Don 

Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina 

Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy Levi;e, 

Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, 

Ma;hew Rubino,, Wilfred LaBonte, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna 

Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we 

remember the pa�ents of Southwestern Vermont Medical Center.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Carol Beaudoin�

Sign up for Flocknote 

     Flocknote enables you to receive parish event informa�on, 

Holy Day reminders, Mass �me changes and inspira�onal    

resources via text and/or email. Flocknote is free and you may 

unsubscribe at any �me. Please take advantage of this          

invita�on to join today! �

Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/vermontcatholic OR�

Text vermontcatholic to 84576 from your phone�

Parish Office  

At this �me the office con�nues to be closed on Wednesday 

aCernoons un�l further no�ce.�

Earth Day ~  

51

st

 Anniversary 

  

Laudato Si’ ~  

6

th

 Anniversary 

��

     At Catholic Relief Services, 

every day is Earth Day.  CRS’   

immediate goal is to improve 

family well�being through       agro

�economic development and en-

vironmental stewardship.  Join us 

as we celebrate our environment 

and the people who make it a 

be;er place.  �

�

��  Learn more about climate change.  This year marks the 

sixth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical le;er, Laudato Si’ 

On Care for Our Common Home.  In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis 

reminds us that we have a responsibility to care for the Earth � 

our common home.  He calls on the world to “dialogue about 

how we are shaping the future of our planet.”�

��

��  Plant a tree.  God calls us to be stewards of the Earth.  

Trees clean the air and provide oxygen.  They help us prevent 

soil erosion and can conserve energy.  They are also beau�ful.�

��

��  Support farmers and their families.  CRS’ farming projects 

help hundreds of thousands of people feed their families, work 

toward self�sufficiency, and steward the Earth’s resources for 

future genera�ons.  By giving a bag of fer�lizer, for instance, 

you are helping farmers nourish the soil, reap be;er harvests, 

and earn more income.�

��

��  Reuse.  Reuse durable, non�toxic straws, utensils, to�go 

containers, bo;les, bags, and other everyday items.  Choose 

glass, paper, stainless steel, wood, ceramic, and bamboo over 

plas�c.�

��

��  A;end a farmers’ market.  These stands offer locally 

grown produce that’s nearly as fresh as picking it yourself.  By 

suppor�ng local farmers’ markets, you are also suppor�ng your 

neighbors.�

��

��   Pray.  Pope Francis advocates greater stewardship of glob-

al resources as one way to help our most vulnerable sisters and 

brothers.  Please pray for those who suffer the most from envi-

ronmental disasters.�

��

For more ways you can help or for more informa�on on the 

works of Catholic Relief Services, please visit crs.org.�



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Parish Resources 

Bap=sm � Contact Kathy Murphy at the Parish Office.�

�

Rite of Chris=an Ini=a=on of Adults (RCIA)�

The Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults is the communal     

process through which non�bap�zed men and women become 

members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those 

bap�zed in different faith tradi�ons who are interested in  

becoming Catholic, or, for those who were bap�zed Catholic, 

but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and      

confirma�on.�

�

Faith Forma=on for Children�

To register your child for our Faith Forma�on Program, please 

contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office.�

�

Marriage�

Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the 

pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of 

marriage.�

�

Care of the Sick�

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion 

to be brought to those unable to a;end the Sunday celebra-

�on, or for  Via�cum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those 

in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is al-

ways possible to anoint the sick during regularly scheduled 

liturgies.�

HIS Pantry 

“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 

Phone Number: 442-1720  

hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 

Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 

�

HIS Pantry is a volunteer�run parish ministry which assists those 

in need of food in our local community.�

�

Due to the COVID�19 pandemic, the pantry food distribu�on is 

now being done outside, under tents in the parking lot. Now, 

more than ever, we need your support to help those struggling 

with food insecuri�es in our area. Here are some ways you can 

help:�

Volunteering:�We are in need of a few more volunteers during 

this difficult pandemic period. Here are some of the areas 

where we especially need help:�

*� Outdoor setup & guest assistance: Wednesday aCernoons 

and/or Friday mornings�

*�Indoor stocking, food prep & packaging�

*�People that can pick up dona�ons from local stores�

�

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give us 

an addi�onal hand in one of the areas listed above, please 

email�hispantryshsf@gmail.com�or call 802�823�0195.�

�

Dona=ons:�

*� Shelf stable food and personal hygiene items are always   

welcome�

*� Cash dona�ons, VISA or store giC cards (can bring to the   

parish office or place in the collec�on basket in an envelope 

marked for HIS Pantry). Note that these giC cards are used 

solely by pantry volunteers to purchase needed foods as we 

run low. Thank you for your generosity!�

Online Giving Now Available! 

     We are now offering online giving through eCatholic, the 

company who also manages our parish website.�

     To check it out, go to our website:�

sacredheartsainZrancis.com, �

click on donate, then choose where you want your money to 

go. You have the op�on of dona�ng to the offertory, the 

monthly school collec�on, the monthly maintenance collec�on, 

our parish food shelf, or to the School Capital Campaign. Plus, 

you can use a credit card, eChecks, or direct debit from your 

checking account. You can choose to do a one��me dona�on, 

or set it up to do recurring monthly dona�ons. �

     It’s safe, secure and easy to use. Please call the office if you 

have any ques�ons.�

Special Request 

     If you write a check to contribute to the parish collec�ons, 

and you receive offering envelopes, please include the         

envelopes with your dona�on.  Thank you.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

There is no  Second Collec
on this weekend. �

�

The Second Collec
on next weekend is for �

the Catholic Home Missions Appeal.�

�

We thank you for your generosity!�

�

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey,�

let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and �

a word of kindness to every person we encounter,�

for we are welcoming the presence �

of Christ among us.”�

Thank You from Coffee by the River 

Blessings and thank�you to all the folks from Sacred Heart St. 

Francis who gave supplies, funds and people to serve coffee at 

the Interfaith Community Coffee Project these last four 

months.� In wind, rain, snow, ice and cold, cold, temperatures 

your faithful crew showed up every Monday. We learned a 

great deal from our neighbors, listened to their stories and 

offered them a smile and love along with a drink, like Jesus told 

us to do.            � Mary McGuiness, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church�


