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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

And Liturgical Celebra�ons for �

April 24�May 2, 2021�

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death)�

�

  Sat./Sun., Apr. 24/25� Fourth Sunday of Easter�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Deceased Family Members of �

� � � � Art & Kay Hicks � Mary Morrissey�

� � † Patrick Moore � The Murphy Family�

� � Our Parish Family�

� 7:30 a.m.� † James McMahon � Paula Keatley�

� 9:30 a.m.� Living & Deceased Members �

� � � of the Knights of Columbus Council #307�

�

  Monday, Apr. 26� Easter Weekday�

     8:00 a.m.�� † Zita For�er (20

th

) � Son, Jeff �

�

  Tuesday, Apr. 27� Easter Weekday�

     8:00 a.m.�� † Philip O’Neill � The Murphy Family�

�

  Wednesday, Apr. 28� Easter Weekday�

 � 8:00 a.m.� Our Parish Family�

� �

  Thursday, Apr. 29� Saint Catherine of Siena�

� 8:00 a.m.� Our Parish Family�

�

  Friday, Apr. 30�� Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 a.m.� � Our Parish Family�

�

  Sat./Sun., May 1/2� Fi'h Sunday of Easter�

 � 4:00 p.m.� † Joanne Dunham � The Lemieux Family�

� � † Walter Hyjek (9

th

) � His Wife, Elinor & Family�

� 7:30 a.m.� Our Parish Family�

� 9:30 a.m.� † Madeleine Fitzgerald � Theresa Wood �

� � † George Prouty � Vicky & Julie �

Readings for the week of April 25, 2021 

Sunday: �� Acts 4:8�12/Ps 118:1, 8�9, 21�23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/�

� � 1 Jn 3:1�2/Jn 10:11�18�

Monday: � Acts 11:1�18/Ps 42:2�3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/�

� � Jn 10:1�10�

Tuesday: � Acts 11:19�26/Ps 87:1b�3, 4�5, 6�7 [117:1a]/�

� � Jn 10:22�30�

Wednesday: � Acts 12:24�13:5a/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/�

� � Jn 12:44�50�

Thursday: � Acts 13:13�25/Ps 89:2�3, 21�22, 25 and 27 [2]/�

� � Jn 13:16�20�

Friday: � � Acts 13:26�33/Ps 2:6�7, 8�9, 10�11ab [7bc]/�

� � Jn 14:1�6�

Saturday: � Acts 13:44�52/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [3cd]/�

� � Jn 14:7�14�

St. Joseph the Worker: � Gn 1:26�2:3 or Col 3:14�15, 17, 23�24/�

� � Ps 90:2, 3�4, 12�13, 14 and 16 [cf. 17b]/�

� � Mt 13:54�58�

Next Sunday: � Acts 9:26�31/Ps 22:26�27, 28, 30, 31�32 [26a]/�

� � 1 Jn 3:18�24/Jn 15:1�8�

©LPi�

Gospel Reflection 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

�

     Any builder worth his or her salt knows the value and      

importance of a cornerstone. Properly laying and securing this 

primary unit determines how the rest of the project unfolds 

and its success. Cornerstones are necessary elements not only 

of buildings but of lives as well. Many human beings conduct 

the business of their lives paying liFle aFen�on to a grounding 

reference or star�ng point. Hence, what unfolds is a tapestry of 

rela�vism, with few anchors or guideposts and many impulsive 

choices. Some consider love to be their cornerstone. While this 

may sound aFrac�ve and useful, the pursuit of love without a 

simultaneous pursuit of its source can be shallow and self�

focused. Just because a person chooses to do no harm and love 

others does not mean that they are living in truth and properly 

anchored to the real cornerstone.�

�

     Jesus is the true and authen�c cornerstone and shepherd. It 

is only in following the Risen One as the way, the truth, and the 

life that we can move from being well grounded ethical people 

to properly focused moral ones. Proper conduct, a true sense 

of jus�ce, wisdom, virtue, moral principles, faith, hope, and 

love will be difficult to find unless we listen to the right Voice. It 

is when we learn to listen to the voice of God that we begin our 

journey on the road to salva�on. It is only the Good Shepherd, 

the authen�c and solid cornerstone, who can guide us through 

life’s ques�ons and challenges and bring us to the safe and 

proper pasture.�

�

     A person’s life only has meaning when the cornerstone is 

properly selected and set. Understanding themselves only as 

random acts of crea�on, exis�ng without intent or purpose, 

will color their choices and influence their decisions. The     

founda�on of their lives will be simply a maFer of preference 

and choice, leaving benchmarks of growth and higher ideals 

op�onal to pursue. Whereas people who believe that they are 

fashioned and loved into existence by a God who purposely 

made them, have this incredible uncondi�onal rela�onship at 

their source which has tremendous significance. Their          

allegiance is not to themselves but to their Creator. Life, then, 

is an adventure in search of this Creator God and a journey of 

self�discovery that seeks to unite their will to His. There is a 

cost. We have to give up our life in order to gain our life. As 

ironic as that sounds, it is true. It is only when we finally figure 

this out that the true cornerstone of our lives will be properly 

laid and we can, with God’s help, get about the business of 

properly construc�ng a temple that endures.�          ©LPi�

Sunday Summary 

�

Acts of the Apostles 4:8�12  Jesus is the name by which salva-

�on comes.�

Psalm 118:1, 8�9, 21�23, 26, 28, 29  The rejected stone is the 

cornerstone.�

1 John 3:1�2  We are the children of God, leaning into fuller 

revela�on.�

John 10:11�18  The good shepherd protects the sheep with his 

own life.�



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Forma
on Program�

�

“Growing In Faith Together”�

�

For more informa�on contact the �

parish office at 442�3141 or 

shsffaithforma�on@vermontcatholic.org�

�

You are invited to join us on Facebook � �

SHSF Faith Forma
on�

�

The School of Sacred Heart �

St. Francis de Sales�

307 School Street �

Bennington, VT 05201�

�

Mr. David Estes, Principal�

802�442�2446�

First Holy Communion Reminders  

 

May 2, First Eucharist Family Retreat and prac�ce which runs 

from 10:30 am � 12:30 pm.�

�

May 8 at 11:00 am is First Eucharist Celebra�on �

�

Sharing the Gospel 

John 10:11 - 18 

     Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He 

wants you to help your family and 

friends. Jesus wants to guide you 

like a shepherd guides the sheep. 

Do what you can to help others. 

Bring in a bag of groceries. Take 

someone a drink of water. Get a blanket for someone. Or just 

sit down and listen to a friend's funny or sad story. Then you 

will be a good shepherd just like Jesus.�

Prayer 

Jesus, show me ways to help my family and friends.�

Mission for the Week 

Every morning I will ask my parents, "How may I help you today?"�

Kid’s Corner 

HONOR ROLL 

The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales announces its 

Honor Roll Students for the winter trimester.�

�

Principal’s Honors���

��

Grade 8�� Aiden Bevin, Catherine BiFeker, Elizabeth Davis, �

� Isaac Frey, Samuel Matunas, Cheyenne McGowan, �

� Sean Moriarty, Amelia Pello, Zoey Zazzaro,�

��

Grade 7�� Arianna Bushee, Veronica Jarvis, Rhyan Marsh, �

� Erin McGean, Gwyneth Podkowka, Victoria Smith, �

� Kaede Takano�

��

Grade 6��, Andrew Cowder, Cate Cummings, Evan Frey, �

� Laikin Gallant, Arianna Keyes, Jesse Nesbit, �

� Audrey Parks�

��

Grade 5�� Hunter Favreau, Jack Sauer�

��

Grade 4�� Alexandria Coulter Colin Eldred, Donovan Smith�

��

High Honors ��

��

Grade 8�� David Allen, Willa Babson, Isabella Harrington, �

� Cameron Parks, Isabella Thurber�

��

Grade 7�� Cameron Casalinova�

��

Grade 6�� Joshua Allen, Greta BiFeker, Orion Breese, �

� Colton GiglioS, Madelyn Harrington, Rylee Pfindel, �

� Jozef Segura, Aundrea Toromino�

��

Grade 5�� Gianna Avienu�

��

Grade 4�� Jackson Frey, Eli Lauzon, Morgan McGean, �

� Analeise O’Malley, Natalie Pello, Danni Sleeman, �

� Amelia Zazzaro�

��

Grade 3�� Lillian Avienu, Addyson Brosnan, Lucas Dunican �

� Riley Favreau, WyaF Lozier Steve McCay, �

� Paislee Potvin, Abigail Smith�

��

Honors ��

��

Grade 8��Drelend Carey, Vance Kobelia, Gabriel Nesbit, �

� Kaelene Pallman Ryan Maroney, Tatum StraFon�

��

Grade 7�� Jacoby Dicranian, MaFea Hathaway, Asher Lauzon, �

� Sadie Warner�

��

Grade 6�� Addison Baker, Rowan Behan, Spencer Broderson, 

Izzac Clou�er, Gracie Darby, Aoi Takano�

��

Grade 5�� Bryn Babson, Lillian Comar, Kali Coon, Brynn Lackey 

Dominic Myers, Harper Sauer, Jackson Starr, Sophia YannoS�

��

Grade 4�� Dyllan Clou�er, Milo Darby, Richard Fischer, �

� Madelyn Fleming, Colin Gulley, Ezra Lauzon, �

� Kaidence Vosburgh�

��

Grade 3�� Emma Dwyer, Andrew Kingsley, Dominic Kingsley, �

� Emily�Rose Mar�n, Dakota McGowan, James Sauer, �

� Hadley Weaver�
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Votive Candles 

April 2021 Intentions 

 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender�

�

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr.�

requested by the Dale Long family�

�

�

�

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Lavinia, George Tremblay, Reatha Williams, Frank Babcock, Tami 

Greene, Robin Guer�n, Nan Mears, Diane Roy, Dorothy Roy, Robin 

Tremblay, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Marie Parker Mayer, Don 

Place, Cathy Place, Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Tina 

Harrington, A.J. Morton, Eden Jeannine Beckwith, Cindy LeviFe, 

Christopher Rubino, Lena Reap, Dolores Pruden, Ruth Emaish, 

MaFhew Rubino, Wilfred LaBonte, Gloria VanDerzee, Adrianna 

Dewey, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week we 

remember the residents of the Vermont Veterans Home.�

Parish Office  

At this �me the office con�nues to be closed on Wednesday 

aVernoons un�l further no�ce.�

Save the Date ~  

Summer 2019 

Totus Tuus  

Summer Catholic Camp 

 

Returning to Bennington for the 9

th 

summer�

�

Grades 1 � 8 ~ August 2

nd

 �

(9:00 am � 3:00 pm)�

�

High School ~ August 1

st

 � 5

th

�

(7:30 pm � 9:30 pm)�

�

     Join us for a week of faith and fun! A high�energy dose of 

faith building led by 4 young adults. Registra�on forms are 

available at hFps://www.vermontcatholic.org/resource/2021�

bennington�totus�tuus�registra�on/ or at the Parish Center or 

on our website. �

For more informa�on email:  shsVotustuus@gmail.com�

     Totus Tuus is La�n for “Totally Yours” and is a Catholic youth 

program dedicated to promo�ng the Catholic faith through 

catechesis, evangeliza�on, and Eucharis�c worship. The goal of 

Totus Tuus is to help young people grow in their understanding 

of, and strengthen their faith in, Jesus Christ. The program 

strives to bring our faith to life. �

This summer, due to the pandemic, the number of children 

par�cipa�ng will be limited.  Registra�ons will be taken on a 

first�come, first served basis. Register early to ensure a space 

for your child.�

Live the Liturgy 

Inspiration for the Week 

�

     The cornerstone is the first stone that is laid and the stone 

that not only determines how the other stones are placed but 

the posi�on of the en�re structure. As human beings, we need 

a cornerstone or reference point so that our lives can be 

properly placed and posi�oned. Our cornerstone determines 

not only how we see ourselves but who we will become.    

Without a cornerstone or reference point, we will be            

disconnected, disoriented, and poorly posi�oned for effec�ve 

ac�on in our world. In order to be the children of God we are, 

Jesus Christ needs to be our cornerstone and the reference 

point for all that we do. He alone is the Good Shepherd who 

can guide through life’s ques�ons and challenges, bringing us 

to proper pasture. Without this proper base, we can easily fall 

into the trap of self�aggrandizement and quickly lose our way. 

If that happens, then moral principles, proper conduct, jus�ce, 

wisdom, and virtue will be difficult to find. We need to listen to 

the right voices and allow God to show us how to build our 

house well. Salva�on only comes from God and only God will 

protect us, no maFer the cost.�

Recognize God in your Every Day Moments 

�

Confidence in Princes 

�

     Have you ever confided your problems to a friend, only to 

get the answer, “have you prayed about it as much as you’ve 

talked about it?”�

�

     Like all good advice, it can really irritate the recipient at first. 

Here I am, vulnerable and wounded, unloading my problems, 

and this joker tries to load them right back up and ship them 

off to someone with a higher pay grade.�

�

     But again, like all good and irrita�ng advice, it rings true if 

you sit and think about it. Sure, ven�ng is helpful. We all need 

that friend or family member who can listen to our problems. 

But if we ever start to think that person can solve them, it’s a 

good sign that we’re losing perspec�ve.�

�

     Are you looking to the world for an answer? Are you looking 

in the mirror, expec�ng to find a solu�on to your problems? 

Are you expec�ng happiness, peace, contentment or jus�ce to 

come from any place other than God?�

�

     “It is beFer to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence 

in princes,” the Psalms tell us. Well, I’ve never put much confi-

dence in princes. But when it comes to problems, I oVen find 

myself telling God to take a step back � “I’ve got this.”�

�

It’s tough to pray about any problem as much as you talk about 

it. We want so badly to tackle the issue ourselves. But I’ll let 

you in on a secret: it doesn’t maFer what the ques�on is, we 

don’t have the answer. Take it to the One who does.�



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Parish Resources 

Bap3sm � Contact Kathy Murphy at the Parish Office.�

�

Rite of Chris3an Ini3a3on of Adults (RCIA)�

The Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults is the communal     

process through which non�bap�zed men and women become 

members of the Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those 

bap�zed in different faith tradi�ons who are interested in  

becoming Catholic, or, for those who were bap�zed Catholic, 

but have yet to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and      

confirma�on.�

�

Faith Forma3on for Children�

To register your child for our Faith Forma�on Program, please 

contact Kathy Murphy in the Parish Office.�

�

Marriage�

Couples who wish to prepare for marriage should contact the 

pastor a minimum of 6 months prior to the requested date of 

marriage.�

�

Care of the Sick�

To arrange for the Sacrament of the Sick, for Holy Communion 

to be brought to those unable to aFend the Sunday celebra-

�on, or for  Via�cum for the Dying (Holy Communion for those 

in danger of death), please contact the Parish Office. It is al-

ways possible to anoint the sick during regularly scheduled 

liturgies.�

HIS Pantry 

“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 

Phone Number: 442-1720  

hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 

Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

Fridays 10:00 am – 11:30 am 

�

HIS Pantry is a volunteer�run parish ministry which assists those 

in need of food in our local community.�

�

Due to the COVID�19 pandemic, the pantry food distribu�on is 

now being done outside, under tents in the parking lot. Now, 

more than ever, we need your support to help those struggling 

with food insecuri�es in our area. Here are some ways you can 

help:�

Volunteering:�We are in need of a few more volunteers during 

this difficult pandemic period. Here are some of the areas 

where we especially need help:�

*� Outdoor setup & guest assistance: Wednesday aVernoons 

and/or Friday mornings�

*�Indoor stocking, food prep & packaging�

*�People that can pick up dona�ons from local stores�

�

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry or give us 

an addi�onal hand in one of the areas listed above, please 

email�hispantryshsf@gmail.com�or call 802�823�0195.�

�

Dona3ons:�

*� Shelf stable food and personal hygiene items are always   

welcome�

*� Cash dona�ons, VISA or store giV cards (can bring to the   

parish office or place in the collec�on basket in an envelope 

marked for HIS Pantry). Note that these giV cards are used 

solely by pantry volunteers to purchase needed foods as we 

run low. Thank you for your generosity!�

Online Giving Now Available! 

     We are now offering online giving through eCatholic, the 

company who also manages our parish website.�

     To check it out, go to our website:�

sacredheartsain]rancis.com, �

click on donate, then choose where you want your money to 

go. You have the op�on of dona�ng to the offertory, the 

monthly school collec�on, the monthly maintenance collec�on, 

our parish food shelf, or to the School Capital Campaign. Plus, 

you can use a credit card, eChecks, or direct debit from your 

checking account. You can choose to do a one��me dona�on, 

or set it up to do recurring monthly dona�ons. �

     It’s safe, secure and easy to use. Please call the office if you 

have any ques�ons.�

Special Request 

     If you write a check to contribute to the parish collec�ons, 

and you receive offering envelopes, please include the         

envelopes with your dona�on.  Thank you.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The Second Collec�on this weekend is for�

the Catholic Home Missions Appeal. �

�

The Second Collec�on next weekend is for �

our parish school.�

�

We thank you for your generosity!�

 

Bookkeeper Wanted 

Full Time 

 

 

 

     AVer 28 years of dedicated service to the Catholic Commu-

nity Jo�Anne Prouty will be re�ring at the end of June. We are 

looking for someone to take over Jo�Ann’s responsibili�es as 

the bookkeeper for Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales.�

     Experience in basic accoun�ng principals, bookkeeping,  

payroll, Quick Books and Excel are desired.�

     If interested please sent your resume to:�

  benncath@comcast.net�

AFen�on:  Rev. Robert Wiseman, C.S.C.�


