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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

“We are called to live our baptism every day,  
as new creatures, clothed in Christ.”  

— Pope Francis 
 

What reference point do you use when making decisions? 
Many times, impulse takes control and decisions are made 
based solely on emotion and desire. We all know that these 
types of decisions can often get us into trouble. When a person 
has a confident sense of who they are and a real understanding 
of what is important and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk 
impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism gives us what we need 
to make well informed and purposeful decisions. By this simple 
gesture, God claims us as His own and provides us with the 
identity and purpose we need to properly live life. 

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this    
revelation and realize that we no longer have to wonder about 
the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer 
of who we are in God has been given to us. We no longer have 
to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. 
Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the meaning of 
death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care for the 
weak and the poor, offering hospitality to those in search of a 
home, the purpose and proper place of work, how to create a 
just social order, caring for creation, and understanding our 
roles as heralds and stewards are just a few of the wonderful 
gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based on things 
such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, 
revealing to others the new creations that we are. This is how 
we live our baptism. 

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what 
baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in need of  
mercy and far from perfection we are called to order our life 
and make decisions based upon the wisdom and guidance of 
Almighty God. He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons 
and daughters. Standing up for our principles will not make us 
popular. But who ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? 
Baptism calls us to stand up for that which goes against the 
grain of secularism. Standing in line with other sinners, we 
have our anchor to steady us in the tempests of life and God is 
very pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear. 
                  ©LPi 

 
Sunday Summary 

 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7  The one who receives God's spirit is both 
servant and light to the nations. 
 

Psalm 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30  God alone receives 
the glory, enthroned forever. 
 

Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38  Peter tells the story of Jesus, 
anointed with the Holy Spirit and power. 
 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22  The people wonder with great             
expectation if John might be the Christ. 

 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
January 8 — January 16, 2022 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 8/9 The Baptism of the Lord 
     4:00 p.m. † Gene Farrar (23rd) - Doris & Ron Alderman 
  † James Horrigan (5th) - His Family 
     7:30 a.m.   Our Parish Family 
     9:30 a.m. † Gerald Kuroghlian - Barbara Condon 
  † Glenn Hebert - BCHS Class of 1963 
 

  Monday, Jan. 10 Weekday 
      8:00 a.m.  † Linda L. Caputo - Her Husband 
 

  Tuesday, Jan. 11 Weekday 
 8:00 a.m.  (Living) Vicky Trudeau, in honor of 
                  her birthday - Julie 
 

  Wednesday, Jan. 12 Weekday 
 8:00 a.m.  (Living) Thomas Murphy - His Mom 
  † Mr. & Mrs. Davila Brochu - Mary Brochu 
 

  Thursday, Jan. 13 Saint Hilary 
      8:00 a.m.  † Jonathan Winner - Carol & Dean Winner 
 

  Friday, Jan. 14  Weekday 
      8:00 a.m.  † Helen McKenna - Alberta Harrington  
       & Dawn Mack 
 

  Sat./Sun., Jan. 15/16 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     4:00 p.m. † Gerry P. Morrissey (17th) & Jane Morrissey  
    Maloney (32nd) - Mary Morrissey 
     7:30 a.m. † Deceased members of the Knights of  
     Columbus, Council #307 
     9:30 a.m. † John & Shirley Lapean - Anthony & Cindy  
            Lapean 
  † Claude Strolz - The Garder Family 

Readings for the week of January 09, 2022 
Sunday:   Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/ 
  Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
Monday:  1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk  
  1:14-20 
Tuesday:  1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk  
  1:21-28 
Wednesday:  1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 
  10/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:  1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk  
  1:40-45 
Friday:   1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk  
  2:1-12 
Saturday:  1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 
  Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday:  Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor  
  12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 
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BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 

shsffaithformation@vermontcatholic.org 
 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 

The School of Sacred Heart  
St. Francis de Sales 

307 School Street  
Bennington, VT 05201 

Mrs. Tiffany McKenna, Principal 
802-442-2446 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tornado Relief 
 

SHSF School Families Make a Difference! 
 

At the SHSF school's weekly Mass on December 18, Fr. Bob 
had a friend who currently serves in Owensboro, Kentucky, 
send a video to our students about the impact they are making 
by living our mission and deepening our faith through service. 
 

The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis raised over $700 by  
having a fun “Hat Day” and collecting donations to be sent to 
the Diocese of Owensboro in Kentucky to help with their     
current needs following the recent tornadoes that left so much 
in ruins. 
 

SHSF Jennie Hogan was in touch with the Diocese of            
Owensboro and received this response: 
 

Thank you so much. It’s amazing how much kindness and     
generosity is coming out of these very dark days. Please ask 
the people in your Vermont community to remember us in 
prayer. Our Owensboro Catholic Charities office is handling 
emergency financial aid and distributions started immediately. 
You can donate online at: https://owensborodiocese.org/give/ 
 

You can also send checks to the Catholic Diocese of Owensboro 
or the Owensboro Catholic Charities at the address below. 
Make sure it is designated as “Tornado Relief.” Let us know if 
you have any additional restrictions.  100% of the dollars will 
go toward those impacted. 
 

We have been offering Catholic Schools an option outside of 
collecting money. We think it would be a great project to ask 
students to write letters to families impacted by the tornado 
and make intentional prayer commitments and sacrifice. We 
would request something above and beyond their regular    
routines.  Our hearts are broken, but we are so thankful for all 
the kind and generous people expressing love and concern. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Tom Lilly, Chancellor, Chief Administrative Officer 
600 Locust Owensboro KY 42301 | 270.683.1545   

 

Faith Formation Updates... 
 

Do you know anyone who is interested in the sacraments of 
Baptism, First Eucharist or Confirmation, or simply a child who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic Faith? If so, please  
contact Kathy Murphy or Mary Drew at (802) 442-3141. 
 

Faith Formation dates for CGS and Grades 1 - 5 
SHSF Church  

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
 

 January 23 - In-person classes resume 

 February 20 - No Class - school break 

 April 17 - No Class - Happy Easter! 

 May 7 - 8 - Retreat, Reconciliation and First Eucharist 

 May 8 - No Class, but retreat for those receiving 

                       First Eucharist 

 May 22 - Last Class - Pentecost celebration 
 

Save the Date for Confirmation 
Saturday, April 30 at 11:00 a.m.  

at Christ our Savior Church, Manchester, VT 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 
device, including your computer, smartphone and tablet with 
internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 
JHGX4D. 
 

Pick of the Week for January 9: 
 

Listen:  Changed Forever: The Sacrament of Baptism 
Renowned Catholic speaker and priest, Fr. Mike Schmitz,     
explores the beautiful gift of the Sacrament of Baptism. In this 
talk, Fr. Mike provides a wonderful presentation on the waters 
that give new life!  
 

Learn:  Lectio: Mark, Episode 2: Prepare the Way of the Lord  
Jesus couldn't have been baptized without a baptizer. Join Dr. 
Tim Gray as he explains the opening verses of Mark's Gospel 
that depict the ministry of John the Baptist — the man who 
would baptize Jesus.  



JANUARY 9, 2022 

 
 

 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 
Jean Thomson, Jim Derby, Sally Letourneau, Joan Douglass,          
Mark Fortun, Kay Krawczyk, Pauline Restino, Adelaide Talbot,     
Nolin Danforth, Donna Peters, Kyle Dame, Rose Santarcangelo, 
Charlie Buckley, Frank Babcock, Tami Greene, Robin Guertin,          
Nan Mears, Diane Roy, Dorothy Roy, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, 
Elaine Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Christopher Rubino, Ruth Emaish, 
Matthew Rubino, Gloria Van Derzee, Kenneth Swierad,                 
Kathy Keenan, and this week we remember the residents of           
Cora B. Whitney. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Votive Candles 

January 2022 Intentions 
 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender 
 

† Beatrice Alderman 
requested by Ron & Doris Alderman 

 

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr. 
requested by their Children & Families 

 

† James Horrigan 
requested by his Family 

 

† Annette Poblocki 
requested by Family & Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Eucharist, in the Mass and outside of the Mass, is 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, and is therefore    

deserving of the worship that is given to the living God, 

and to him alone.” 

                – Pope John Paul II 
 

Adoration Fridays in the chapel 

from 9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
Sign-up sheets for one hour shifts are in the chapel. 

Shout Out to Our Youth Group! 
 

The Confirmation Students came together on Sunday, January 
2 to cook, do dishes, and deliver meals to the Second            
Congregational Church for the Interfaith Dinner. 
 

We thank them for their service and truly appreciate their    
willingness to lend their time, talent and treasure to this         
worthwhile community outreach.  
 

Second Congregational Church has gone to great lengths to 
create protocols that keep everyone safe during this time of 
the pandemic. If you (or a group) would be interested in 
hosting one of these dinners, just give the office a call at     
(802) 442-3141. Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
John Thomas Bossoni 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Fridays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

 

HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists those 
in need of food in our local community. 
 

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry please 
email hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195. 

Donations: 
For those of you who would like to donate items to the pantry, 
we have a continued need for the following items, which the 
Foodbank usually does not supply: 

 Peanut butter 

 Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

 Shampoo 
Due to increased concern over the delta variant, we will be 
continuing to operate outside on Wednesdays and Fridays for 
the next few months. 
 

We can not accept any more of the following donations: used 
shoes, adult diapers, books and miscellaneous household items.  
We are overflowing and have little space left!  As the weather     
begins to turn cooler we are accepting warm winter coats and    
blankets. 

 

The Second Collection this weekend is for the 
maintenance of our church. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for 
Catholic Education. 

 

We thank you for your generosity!  

Join us for a Zoom Adult Enrichment on 
 

Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life 
 

by Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison & Henri Nouwen 
 

Dates & Times are as follows: 
(Please read following pages before each.) 

 
 

Jan 10, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 1-43 
 

Jan 24, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 47-84 
 

Jan 31, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 87-127 
 

Feb 7, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 129-137 
 
 

Please register through the Zoom registration link: 
https://tinyurl.com/fwk2vh44 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email          
containing information about joining the meeting. Consider 
attending as many sessions as you can. 
 

Books will be available at The Bennington Bookshop at the 
discounted price of $12.80.  If all of these are sold, additional 
participants can order them for $16. 
 

For more information, contact facilitator Wilma Ann Johnson 
at johnsonwa7@msn.com or 802-681-7290  

 
 
 
 

Sign up for Flocknote 
 

Flocknote enables you to receive parish event information, 
Holy Day reminders, Mass time changes and inspirational    
resources via text and/or email. Flocknote is free and you may 
unsubscribe at any time. Please take advantage of this          
invitation to join today! 
 

Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/vermontcatholic OR 
text vermontcatholic to 84576 from your phone. 

  Thank you!   
 

Thank you to all those who contributed to the Christmas 
flowers, either in memory or in honor of a loved one.    
Because of your generosity, our church looked beautiful 
for the holidays. 
 

A special “thank you” also goes out to Jimmy Evans,    
Lias Levin, Mary Flood, and the Art & Environment 
Committee for once again working their magic to      
transform our church for the Christmas season. 

 

2022 Calendars 
 

2022 Religious Calendars are available at the entrances to 
the church.  These are free, compliments of  Sacred Heart 
St. Francis de Sales Church. 
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