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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Deserts can be lonely, isolated, and treacherous places. When 
a person wanders in a desert, they can easily get disoriented, 
dehydrated, confused, lost, and vulnerable. Temptation is at its 
peak, especially when confronted with something that may 
offer some respite or relief, even a mirage. Deserts can bring us 
to our weakest moment and tempt our faith. The Christian 
journey can be described as a desert experience as we vacillate 
back and forth, falling victim to the mirages of our lives versus 
the true, life-giving water offered by God. We need a burning 
bush experience in our lives that convinces us of the power of 

God and reveals Him as the “I am” of all existence. 

Moses was leading his flock across the desert when he found 
himself at Mount Horeb. Mountains give us a fuller perspective 
of life, a panoramic view of what would otherwise be hidden 
from the limitations of our sight. That’s when Moses met God. 
We have to find our way to a mountain experience where our 
vantage point can take on a wider view of life. Many things can 
do this for us: the birth of a child, the death of someone we 
love, the joy that comes from marveling at the beauty of God’s 
work, the pondering of life’s mysteries, and the ache of longing 
found deep within our souls. There are many things in life that 
can wake us up, give us a clearer, better view of things and 
become occasions where a bush may burn and God’s presence 
as the eternal uncreated One is revealed. 

God is very patient and gives us the time and space we need to 
figure things out and bear some good fruit. He doesn’t rush to 
cut us down or get frustrated with our barrenness. But we have 
to remember that the desert journeys of our lives come with 
some risks. The major risk is that we will mistakenly believe 
that the mirages are real. Thus, we fall victim to thinking that 
the respite and refreshment we seek is discovered in a place 
other than where it actually is. Our faith and the life of the 
Church are the safeguards we need to keep us properly        
orientated so that we don’t get lost or confused and stay on 
course.                  ©LPi 

 
Sunday Summary 

 

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15  Moses meets God in a remarkable fire 
and an astonishing name. 
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11  God’s ways, made known to 
Moses, are revealed to all in mercy and justice. 
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12  The time of Moses holds many 
lessons for those who follow Christ. 
Luke 13:1-9  Repentance is required of all who would gain the 
kingdom of God. 

 

“Have patience with all things, but, 
first of all with yourself.” 

~ St. Francis de Sales 

 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
March 19 — March 27, 2022 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., Mar. 19/20 Third Sunday of Lent 
     4:00 p.m. † Dodie Fraher Ruland - Mary Morrissey 
     7:30 a.m.    Our Parish Family 
     9:30 a.m. † Michael Capriola, Sr. - Paul Capriola 
  † Phil O’Neill - The Family 
  † Mary Guasconi - Rosemarie & Julie 
 

  Monday, Mar. 21 Lenten Weekday 
      8:00 a.m.  † Jim Cross - Lee Delaney 
  

  Tuesday, Mar. 22 Lenten Weekday 
      8:00 a.m.  † Teresa Kazberuk - The Family 
 

  Wednesday, Mar. 23 Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 
      8:00 a.m.     (Living) For the health of Charlie Buckley  
                      - The Prayer Group 
 

  Thursday, Mar. 24 Saint Oscar Romero 
      8:00 a.m.  † John Brochu - Mary Brochu 
 

  Friday, Mar. 25  The Annunciation of the Lord 
      8:00 a.m.  † Sally Letourneau - Jane & Ken Betit 
  † Mary Simpatico - Henry & Eleanore Simpatico 
 

  Sat./Sun., Mar. 26/27 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
     4:00 p.m.    Our Parish Family 
     7:30 a.m.    Our Parish Family 
     9:30 a.m. † Teresina C. Czarnecki - Her Granddaughters 
  † Deceased members of the Knights of  
    Columbus, Council #307 

Readings for the week of March 20, 2022 
Sunday:   Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11  
  [8a]/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9 
Monday:  2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday:  Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25: 4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/ 
  Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt  
  5:17-19 
Thursday:  Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday:   Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11/Heb 
  10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday:  Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/Lk 18:9-
  14 
Next Sunday:  Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/2 Cor 
  5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

©LPi 

Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all 

other Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not     
repent, you will all perish as they did!” 

- Lk 13:2-3 



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 

shsffaithformation@vermontcatholic.org 
 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 

The School of Sacred Heart  
St. Francis de Sales 

307 School Street  
Bennington, VT 05201 

Mrs. Tiffany McKenna, Principal 
802-442-2446 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

The School of Sacred Heart 

St. Francis de Sales 
  

 

Wintertastic Raffle and 
Fundraiser! 

 

Live Streamed on March 26 
 

Some of the raffle items include $1000 cash, membership at the    
Mt. Anthony Country Club, King or Queen natural form bed,      
car washes for a year with some extras, tax return courtesy of 
Frank Cody at Love, Cody, Inc., photography session with        
Samantha Lauzon, gas grill from Home Depot, gift certificates 
from Pembroke Landscaping, Ocean State Job Lot, and the list 
goes on! 
 

Check out the full list at:  
https://sacredheartbennington.org/support/winter-auction/  

 

You can join the fun through sponsorships, ticket purchases,   
donations and prayers.  See the Sponsor form on the website 
listed above.  Tickets will be drawn randomly and the prizes will 
be awarded in the order they are listed.  We hope you have fun 
with this event and THANK YOU very much. 
 

Our sincere thanks to all our sponsors listed here, and everyone 
who has purchased tickets and donated prizes: 

 

Platinum  Anonymous 

Gold  Art & Kathy Whitman 

Silver  Jason, Christine & Catherine Morrissey 

  Hayden Plumbing 

  Jane & Kenneth Betit 

Bronze  Ron & Rosemary Lindsey 

  Karen & John Ahearn 

  The Bank of Bennington 

Angel  In Loving Memory of James F. Cross 

  Hendery Family 

  Tiffany & Ryan McKenna 

  Wilson Family 

  Knights of Columbus Robert Kobelia 

  Chris & Angela Bevin 

Friend  Dr. Carol Salazar 

  Kathy Hayden 

  Jane Altobell 

  Mindy & Kyle Dame 

  Lozier Family 

  Thomas & Rita Dee 

  Crae Printing 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Bunny is Back! 
 

Thank you to the Village Chocolate Shoppe for generously       
donating the 3 foot chocolate bunny to the Youth Group of our 
parishes again this year.  We are so happy to be able to have this 
raffle to support our youth programs! 
 

Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 and will be available at both 
parish offices and sold after the Masses the weekend of April 3.    
The Bunny Raffle will be drawn on April 10 in time for Easter! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Totus Tuus ~ Catholic Summer Camp 
 

Save the Date 
 

Grades 1 – 8:  June 20—24, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

High School:  June 19—23, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

Join us for a week of faith and fun! Totus Tuus is a high-energy 
dose of faith building led by four college-age young adults. 
Totus Tuus is Latin for “Totally Yours” and is a Catholic youth 
program dedicated to promoting the Catholic faith through 
catechesis, evangelization, and Eucharistic worship.  The goal 
of Totus Tuus is to help young people grow in their                
understanding of, and strengthen their faith in, Jesus Christ.  
The program strives to bring our faith to life. 
 

For more information, please email: shsftotustuus@gmail.com. 

https://sacredheartbennington.org/support/winter-auction/


MARCH 20, 2022 

 
 

 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Joan Charbonneau, Barbara Marino, Dotti DePollo, Donna Savoia, 
Jean Thomson, Joan Douglass, Mark Fortun, Kay Krawczyk,                 
Pauline Restino, Adelaide Talbot, Kyle Dame, Charlie Buckley,     
Frank Babcock, Tami Greene, Robin Guertin, Nan Mears, Diane Roy, 
Dorothy Roy, Rene Cassano, Caleb St. John, Elaine Letourneau,   
Janet Sausville, Christopher Rubino, Ruth Emaish, Matthew Rubino, 
Gloria Van Derzee, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy Keenan, and this week 
we remember the residents of the Vermont Veterans’ Home. 

 
 
 
 

 

Votive Candles 
March 2022 Intentions 

 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender 
 

† Earl Alderman 
requested by Ron & Doris Alderman 

 

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr. 
requested by their Children & Families 

Lenten Parish Mission 
 

March 23, 24, 25 
 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
 

“Eucharist: The Light of Christ’s 
Radiating Divine Love” 

 

Location: Sacred Heart St. Francis Church  
(in-person and live streamed) 

 

Includes moments of Sacred Music, Adoration, Reflections, 
Confession and Anointing with Saint Brother Andre Oil 

 

Wednesday, March 23 – “The Eucharist, Drawing Us Nearer to 
Divine Love” with reflections by Fr. Hugh Cleary, C.S.C. 
 

Thursday, March 24 – “An Evening of Divine Life and Light” 
with reflections from Deacon Phil Lawson 
 

Friday, March 25 – “Divine Healing For Our Souls and Bodies” – 
A Healing Mass and Anointing 

Come and Rest in the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Tuesday evenings during Lent, we will have our weekly 
Lenten Taize services in the church at 5:30 p.m.  Taize is a   
village in France that is home to an ecumenical community of 
religious Brothers who sing, pray, fast, and perform acts of 
charity throughout the world.  Unwind and find solace as you 
reach the end of your day through prayer, scripture, and song. 
Invite your families and friends of all faiths.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Family Stations of the Cross 
Calling all Families 

 

Looking for a way to get the kids involved in Lent? 
 

How about participating in Family Stations of the Cross? 
 

Friday, April 8 at 5:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart St Francis de Sales 
 

If interested, please contact Mary Drew at the Parish Center 
802-442-3141 by April 3. 

Lenten  Service 
Sunday, March 20 

 

Our annual Lenten Penance Service will be held this Sunday, 
March 20 at 3:00 p.m. in the church. This is an opportunity to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation — a wonderful way 
to prepare for the great feast of Easter. 

Overcoming Disaster:  In Bangladesh, cyclones 
and other  natural disasters are increasing—
destroying farms, homes and more—making it 

difficult for people like Noornobi to earn a living and support 
their families. But Noornobi has learned new techniques to 
protect his land and income, enabling his niece and nephew to 
go to school. How can you care for creation to help the planet 
and our global family?  Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

http://crsricebowl.org/


THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Fridays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

 

HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists those 
in need of food in our local community. 
 

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry please 
email hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195. 

Donations: 
For those of you who would like to donate items to the pantry, 
we have a continued need for the following items, which the 
Foodbank usually does not supply: 

 Peanut butter 

 Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

 Shampoo 
 

We can not accept any more of the following donations: used 
shoes, adult diapers, books and miscellaneous household items.  
We are overflowing and have little space left!  As the weather     
begins to turn cooler we are accepting warm winter coats and    
blankets. 

 
 
 
 

Ukraine Solidarity Fund 
 

Join us today in supporting Ukraine Solidarity Fund!  Your gift 
today will provide temporary shelter, food, medical supplies, 
clothing, communications and religious supplies. These items 
will all be immediately distributed, and 100% of your gift will go 
directly to these displaced people.  
 

Please prayerfully consider how you can contribute to this 
effort. Your gift of any amount will go a long way in helping our 
brothers and sisters. Together, we can bring Christ's healing 
love to a wounded world.  
 

To make your donation online, please complete the secure 
form at https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/donate/ukraine.html. 
If you wish to make a payment by check, please make your 
check out to "Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc." and write 
"Ukraine Solidarity Fund" in the memo line. Then, please mail 
your check to: Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc., P.O. Box 
1966, New Haven, CT, 06510-1966.  

 

The Second Collection this weekend is for 
the Easter Flowers. 

 

The Second Collection next weekend is for 
Catholic Relief Services. 

 

We thank you for your generosity!  

 

 

 

Organ Recital to Feature Music  

Honoring First Responders 

Sunday, May 1 at 3:00 p.m. 

Donald McMahon will perform an organ recital here at Sacred 
Heart Saint Francis de Sales Church.  The program will include 
Cesar Franck's majestic and exciting Piece Heroique, which 
Don will dedicate to First Responders.  He will also perform a 
joyful and rhythmic toccata with a fun, rollicking Americana 
flavor by composer Denis Bedard, music of Johann Sebastian 
Bach, and an assortment of other selections that will showcase 
the versatility of our parish's magnificent pipe organ.  As     
always, the performance is free and open to the public.          
No free-will offerings will be asked of anyone.  Come as you 
are and enjoy!  

Pope Francis has convened a Synod which calls for input 
from all members of the Universal Church.  It is a time for 
you to reflect, from your personal experience, on what 
breaks your heart and what fills your heart about the      
Catholic Church. 

Thank you to all who attended the Synod Listening meeting 
on Sunday, March 13.  If you could not attend the meeting, 
the Synod questions can be found at the entrances of the 
church. You may email your comments to                                
saintjohnchurch1@gmail.com or place them in the           
collection baskets in an envelope labeled Synod before 
April 1.  You may also complete the survey on the Diocese 
of Burlington website: https://vermontcatholic.org/about/
who-we-are/universalsynod/ 

 

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 
let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and  
a word of kindness to every person we encounter, 

for we are welcoming the presence  
of Christ among us.” 
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