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SACRED HEART ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Meister Eckhart asks, “Who is the man whose prayers God al-
ways hears?” He answers, “God hears the man who appeals to 
God as God. When, however, man appeals to God, hoping for 
some worldly good, he is not appealing to God at all, but to 
what he is asking of God. He is trying to make God his servant. 
On this point, St. Augustine says: ‘You pray to what you love, 
for true whole prayer is nothing but love!’ Thus, we pray to 
what we love, and no one rightly prays to God but he who 
prays for God and has nothing on his mind but God.” We strug-
gle with what we want God to do and how we want our prayer 
validated. Meister Eckhart is correct. We often want God to be 
our servant. We further struggle with trusting that God knows 
what we need and that His will is best. 
 

God’s will is not some predetermined outcome of events that 
we must simply suggest. “Thy will be done” is not an invocation 
beckoning us to accept a particular state of affairs passively. 
Rather, it is the humble and confident placement of ourselves 
in the presence of the God we seek, whom we call “Father.” 
We must remember that God is the God of life and light. It is 
from nothing that God brings something and from the darkness 
that God brings life. Prayer allows us to seek the One we love 
with the assurance that all will be well regardless of what 
course the events of our lives take. God is not about passive 
submission but the humble trust of love. 
 

That’s what makes the Lord’s Prayer the perfect prayer. It pro-
vides us with proper disposition and focus, putting in line all of 
the essential relationships of our lives. It celebrates and fosters 
the ever-deepening relationship of trust we have with our Cre-
ator. It also calls us to keep open the doors of love between 
our brothers and sisters with the power that comes with for-
giveness. If in one’s darkest hour they can find the resolve to 
fervently pray this perfect prayer of Jesus’ conviction, then 
there is no doubt that God will hear their plea, reach out in 
love, and bring them ever closer to His heart. What more does 
one need to weather the storms of life besides faith, hope, and 
love? These are God’s most perfect gifts and all we really need. 

             ©LPi 

 

And Liturgical Celebrations for  
July 23—31, 2022 

(Numbers next to a name indicate Anniversary of death) 
 

  Sat./Sun., July 23/24  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     4:00 p.m. † Rev. Kenneth Costin - Tom & Henry Maynard 
   Our Parish Family 
     7:30 a.m. † Alex Mahar - The Ron Lindsey Family 
  † Richard Brochu - Mary Brochu 
     9:30 a.m. † Jim Stewart - His Wife, Sharon 
  † George & Norman Allard - Rita & Family 
 

  Monday, July 25  St James 
      8:00 a.m.  † Joanne Beshara - Juliet & Timothy Sleeman 
 

  Tuesday, July 26  Saints Joachim & Anne 

      No Mass 
 

  Wednesday, July 27 Weekday 

      8:00 a.m.  † Bryon Stemp - Mary Pat Racicot 
 

  Thursday, July 28  Weekday 
      No Mass 
 

  Friday, July 29   Saint Martha 
      8:00 a.m.  † Alex Mahar - Fred & Shirley Kennedy 
 

  Sat./Sun., July 30/31  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     4:00 p.m. † John Maynard - Henry Maynard 
  † Edward Haddad  
     - His Daughters & their families 
     7:30 a.m. † Bryon Stemp - Mary Brochu 
     Our Parish Family 
     9:30 a.m. † Alex Mahar - Alison & Dan Malmborg 
  † Margaret Scannelli - Her Daughters 

Readings for the week of July 24, 2022 
Sunday:  Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 [3a]/ 
   Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13  
Monday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/ 
   Mt 20:20-28  
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Mt 13:36-43  
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17-18/ 
   Mt 13:44-46  
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/Mt 13:47-53  
Friday:  Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Jn 11:19-27 or  
   Lk 10:38-42  
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/ 
   Mt 14:1-12  
Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17 [1]/ 
   Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21 

 

Sunday Summary 
Genesis 18:20-32  Abraham dickers with God over the de-
struction of cities. 
Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8  Sing praise, for God reliably an-
swers the call for help. 
Colossians 2:12-14  The bond of sin against us is nailed to the 
wood of the cross. 
Luke 11:1-13  God honors our persistence in the prayer of 
intercession. 



BENNINGTON, VT 

Faith Formation Program 
 

“Growing In Faith Together” 
 

For more information contact the  
parish office at 442-3141 or 

shsffaithformation@vermontcatholic.org 
 

You are invited to join us on Facebook –  
SHSF Faith Formation 

 

The School of Sacred Heart  
St. Francis de Sales 

307 School Street  
Bennington, VT 05201 

Mrs. Tiffany McKenna, Principal 
802-442-2446 

Providing excellence in academics and a deepening faith in God 
and Gospel Values in an environment that is caring, challenging, 
and respectful, striving to develop in every student the habits of 
thinking critically and acting responsibly in daily life. 

Class Service Projects 

This year, at The School of Sacred 

Heart St. Francis de Sales, each 

class was asked to participate in a 

service project.  In this weekend’s 

bulletin we highlight the              

3rd and 4th grade classes. 

COMING SOON!  

TO 

SACRED HEART ST. FRANCIS & 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Fall classes will be offered for  

Level I:  Pre-K and Kindergarten children. (Ages 3 - 6) 
Level II: Grades 1st thru 3rd 

 
Faith Formation  

Classes will begin in September. 
Grade 2 includes sacramental preparation for  

Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 
 

Grades 6 and up  
Faith Formation classes that include  

sacramental preparation for Confirmation. 
If your child is entering 6th grade or up this fall they will be 
eligible for confirmation in the spring. Please save the date for 
a essential Parent/Child meeting on August 28th at 4:30 held 
at St. John the Baptist Church in North Bennington. 

 
If you are interested, or know of anyone interested, in Faith 
Formation for the fall please contact Kathy  Murphy or Mary 
Drew at the parish office (802-442-3141) or email:  

 shsffaithformation@vermontcatholic.org. 

 
The 3rd and 4th graders delivering personal care items to 

His Pantry for their class service projects!   



JULY 24, 2022 

 

 

Please remember the sick, including ~ 

Amy Johnson, Gloria Lauzon, Phyllis McGinty, Cindy Levitte, 
Linda Kenyon Thayer, Barbara Marino, Dotti DePollo, Donna 
Savoia, Jean Thomson, Joan Douglass, Mark Fortun, Kay 
Krawczyk, Pauline Restino, Adelaide Talbot, Kyle Dame, Charlie 
Buckley, Frank Babcock, Tami Greene, Robin Guertin, Nan 
Mears, Diane Roy, Dorothy Roy, Caleb St. John, Elaine 
Letourneau, Janet Sausville, Christopher Rubino, Ruth Emaish, 
Matthew Rubino, Gloria Van Derzee, Kenneth Swierad, Kathy 
Keenan, and this week we remember the residents of 
Walloomsac Apartments. 

 

Votive Candles 
July 2022 Intentions 

 

† Perpetual for Frances Bender 
 

† Theresa & Bob Long, Sr. 
requested by their children & families 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 
device, including your computer, smartphone and tablet with 
internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 
JHGX4D. 
 

Pick of the Week for July 24: 
Listen:  Marriage and Family: Love Unveiled by Dr. Scott Hahn  
Strong relationships and marriages are of vital importance to 
individuals, the Church, and society as a whole. In this focused 
presentation, Dr. Scott Hahn shares key principles that he has 
lived out in his own life. His advice is practical, challenging, and 
sometimes requires sacrifice, but it is sure to bear fruit and 
bring forth many blessings in your family. In honor of Sts.    
Joachim and Anne, please enjoy this powerful talk!  

 
A Note from 

David Hojnowski 
 
I am happy to announce that I have been      
accepted as one of the newest seminarians for 
the Diocese of Burlington. I will begin my     
studies this fall at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in        

Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
 

A brief background - I was baptized and received my              
sacraments of initiation here at Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales parish. I graduated from Mt. Anthony Union High School, 
and I received my bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from 
LeMoyne College, and then my master’s degree in Computer 
Engineering from Syracuse University in 2020. After graduating, 
I spent a year in Philadelphia working with the poor at a soup 
kitchen run by the Franciscans of the Order of Friars Minor. 
During that year, I began to discern God might have a different 
path in mind for me, and was possibly calling me to the priest-
hood. 
 

In my free time, I love to play disc golf and explore new      
courses. I’m an Eagle scout, and I enjoy spending time out-
doors. I also have a deep love for music and am looking for-
ward to the opportunity to audition to sing in the schola      
cantorum at seminary. 
 

I’d like to thank you all here at my home parish for your       
continued prayer and support through this whole process. 
Please keep me and my brother seminarians in your prayers as 
we spend this next year learning and growing closer to God. 

Yours In Christ, 
David Hojnowski 

 
“Fr. Hugh and I pray for David as he continues to discern his call 
to the priesthood.  Please keep David in your prayers.”—Fr. Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS SUNDAY!! 
July 24th  

Join us in wishing Fr. Bob 
well on his retirement! 

Open House for Fr. Bob at  
Sacred Heart St. Francis Parish Center 

on Sunday, July 24 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  
Please join us in thanking Fr. Bob for his 9 years of service to 
the catholic community in Bennington, and wish him well as 

he moves on to his new home in Florida! 

 

The School of  
Sacred Heart  

St. Francis de Sales 
 
 

The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales is currently 
searching for: 

-Part Time School Nurse 
-Part Time Middle School Art Teacher 

-First Grade Teacher 
Go to schoolspring.com to apply or contact Tiffany McKenna, 
Principal at 802-442-2446. 



THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HIS Pantry 
“Seeing Christ in the hungry” 
Phone Number: 442-1720  
hispantryshsf@gmail.com 

HIS Pantry at SHSF  

(Facebook link) 
Wednesdays 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Fridays 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

 

HIS Pantry is a volunteer-run parish ministry which assists those 
in need of food in our local community. 
 

If you would like to become a volunteer at HIS Pantry please 
email hispantryshsf@gmail.com or call 802-823-0195. 

Donations: 
For those of you who would like to make a donation to          
HIS Pantry, we have a continued need for the following items: 

 Canned vegetables, fruit, soups 

 Pasta sauces (preferably not in glass containers) 

 Peanut butter, tuna, canned chicken 

 Condiments such as mayo, ketchup, mustard, vegetable oil 

 Toiletries: shampoo, deodorant, bars of soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes 

 

Our continued thanks for your kindness and generosity! 

 

2022: The Year of  
Communion: 

Unity in Creed, Worship,  
and Life 

 
 

July 29 is Founder’s Day of Giving in 
honor of the founding of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Burlington on this day in 1853, under the 
leadership of the first bishop, Louis de Goesbriand. At this time 
there were 10 churches and approximately 20,000 Catholics 
being served by five priests. Today we find the Diocese of Bur-
lington is again missionary territory, similar to what Bishop de 
Goesbriand faced but with new challenges. We must face these 
challenges with the same fortitude and faith as our first leader, 
Bishop de Goesbriand. 
 

Gifts made online of $1,000 or more to the 2022 Bishop’s An-
nual Appeal will be matched with $1,000 up to $20,000 (one 
match per parish). To make a gift online visit:  

vermontcatholic.org/giveonline. 

 
To learn more or make a gift online visit: bishopsappealvt.org. 

Envelopes and more information can be found 
at the entrances of the church. 

Please feel free to share this information with your friends, 
family, colleagues. 
Also note, that all nearby community members are welcome 
to attend any event they offer, they are not limited to          
Bennington and Rutland Counties. Our neighbors in Massachu-
setts and New York are welcome to attend! 
As always, should you have any questions, please reach out to 
Mary at 802-442-0540 or email mary.pleasant@vnahsr.org. 
 
 

Living With Loss 
Grief Support Group 

Bereavement Support groups often allow participants to pro-
cess their grief, share and receive helpful coping strategies, 
and create a community with others walking a similar path. 
Meetings will be held in Bennington on Thursdays from 6:00 to 
7:00 p.m. during July and August.  To RSVP call 802-442-0540. 

Come & See Workshop 
An Introduction to Catech-
esis of the Good Shepherd 

 

SHSF and St. John’s are very 
excited to offer this free       
workshop, led by certified For-
mation Leader Audrey Walko. 
 

Who should consider attending? 
 - Adults and teens interested in assisting with the  
  program during the upcoming school year 
 - Anyone interested in becoming a trained CGS  
  Catechist 
 - Parents and Grandparents 
 - Any interested Parishioner! 
 

When:  Saturday July 30, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.* 
     Coffee, water and light refreshments will be available. 
   *A light lunch will be offered at 1 p.m. for anyone who  
 wishes to stay and continue the conversation. 
 

Where:  SHSF Parish Center 
 

For more information or to RSVP, contact Kathy Murphy at 
(802) 442-3141 or email:  1kathy.murphy@gmail.com 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori-based ap-
proach to the religious formation of children, rooted in Sacred 
Scripture, Liturgy, and respect for the child’s rich relationship 
with God. For more information, we encourage you to visit the 
CGS national website: www.CGSUSA.org . 
 

We are blessed to currently offer this program to 3 to 9 year 
old children in our Parish. 

 
 
 

There is no Second Collection this weekend.  
 

There is no  Second Collection next weekend.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com
mailto:hispantryshsf@gmail.com
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