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Question of the Week 

How can I be happy? 
 

Happiness is the stick by which we tend to measure the 

success of our lives, isn’t it? Yet many people seem to 

think that happiness is an accident of birth, or tied to 

particular circumstances or acquisitions, or even a goal to 

be pursued in itself. Scripture teaches that happiness is not 

a goal; it is a gift.  
 

The biblical idea of happiness is linked to the word 

beatitude (Latin for “bliss”). We think first of the 

Beatitudes Jesus offers in his Sermon on the Mount in 

Matthew. Sometimes the primary word of each beatitude is 

translated as “blessed,” but a more literal rendering would 

be the cry, “Happy you!” The eight choices noted in 

Matthew’s list—including being just, pure of heart, 

merciful, a peacemaker—already find the chooser in a 

happy state. Because God is the source of human 

happiness, doing as God does automatically places us in the 

condition of bliss. 
 

So the short answer to the question is: Happiness comes 

from living according to God’s will. That doesn’t mean that 

sadness is never appropriate; as the Book of Ecclesiastes 

says, there’s a time for everything under heaven. But 

clinging to moods does mean that we miss opportunities to 

demonstrate to others that the news of Christianity is, in 

fact, as good as advertised.           –Alice Camille 
 

Sunday Summary 
 

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18  God’s justice does not play 

favorites, but humility enhances the activity of grace. 

Psalm 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23  The lowly and the 

brokenhearted are close to the mercy of God. 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  The Lord’s strength and not our  

own makes us strong in adversity. 

Luke 18:9-14  Two prayers, one justified worshipper . 

What ingredient makes the difference? 

Readings for the week of October 27, 2019 

Sunday:  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 

  23 [7a]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 

Monday:  Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 6:12-

  16 

Tuesday:  Rom 8:18-25/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 

  [3a]/Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday:  Rom 8:26-30/Ps 13:4-5, 6 [6a]/Lk 13:22-

  30 

Thursday:  Rom 8:31b-39/Ps 109:21-22, 26-27, 30-31 

  [26b]/Lk 13:31-35 

Friday:   Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 

  6]/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

Saturday:  Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Rom 

  5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40 

Next Sunday:  Wis 11:22—12:2/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 

  13, 14 [cf. 1]/2 Thes 1:11—2:2/Lk 19:1- 

  10 
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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 10/26-11/3 

 

Sat./Sun., 10/26-10/27 – Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Joseph Sorensen by Joan LaVigne & Family 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
 

Monday, 10/28 – Saints Simon and Jude 

9:00 a.m. Rita Gauthier by Alice Tetreault 
 

Tuesday, 10/29 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Therese Densmore by Rose Santarcangelo 
 

Wednesday, 10/30 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Thursday, 10/31 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Rita M. Coyne 
 

Friday, 11/1 – All Saints 

9:00 a.m. Therese Densmore by Eileen Flynn 
 

Sat./Sun., 11/2-11/3 – Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Bill Dailey by the Red Welch Family 

9:00 a.m. Rita M. Coyne by the parishioners of St. John’s 

11:00 a.m. Aurelia Hogan (21st anniversary)  

 by the Lindsey Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

"But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would 

not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and 

prayed, 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.' I tell you, the 

latter went home justified, not the former; for whoever 

exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted." - Lk 18:13-14 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to those who have given to the 2019 Bishop’s 
Appeal. Your gift supports a variety of ministries and      
services impacting all of our 69 parishes and 13 Catholic 
schools.  For more information or to make a gift, please 
visit bishopsappealvt.org. 
 

To date, our parish has raised $25,182 toward our goal of 
$30,998.  This is 81% of our parish goal. 

 
          Week Ending  

           10/20/2019… 
 

Mass Offerings: $2961.26 
 

World Mission Sunday: $548.00 
 

Other income: $90.00 

Weekly Budgeted Expenses:                                     $4205.28 

http://bishopsappealvt.org/


Liturgical Ministries 
For this weekend (Sat. 10/26, Sun. 10/27) 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

5:30 p.m.  Brian & Diane Granger, Jim Woodside 

9:00 a.m.  Michelle Vandemark, Donna Alexander, 

 Jennifer McKenna 

11:00 a.m.  Eileen Flynn, Kevin Kees, Terri Whitman 
 

LECTORS 
5:30 p.m.  Tom Paquin, Paul Lamontagne 

9:00 a.m.  Brian McKenna, Kathy Hauser 

11:00 a.m.  Kevin Kees, Rachel Nance 
 

ALTAR SERVERS 
5:30 p.m.  Ashleigh & Willow Babcock 

9:00 a.m.  Ariana Violette, Alannah McNamara 

11:00 a.m.  Summer Nichols, Erin & Morgan McGean 
 

Lectors Needed:  We are in special need of more        
lectors for the 5:30 Saturday Mass.  Training is provided.  
Scheduling is at your convenience.  If you would like to   
become part of this important ministry, please contact    
Margy Boulet at 442-3434. 
 

 
 

As a personal way of remembering loved 
ones, our Remembrance Book will be on 
the stand near the statue of St. Joseph   
during the month of November for those 

wishing to inscribe names of family and friends.  Although 
different from sponsoring a Mass, the Book of the Dead  
provides a means for those who personally wish to          
remember someone special in their lives. 

 
Priests’ Benefit Fund:  A second collection will 
be taken up today for the Priests’ Benefit Fund.  
This fund was established to help care for our sick 
and aged diocesan priests and to provide a health 

care program and retirement benefits.  Thank you for your 
support and generosity. 
 

Next weekend, November 2 - 3, our parish will 
take up the Collection for the Archdiocese for the 
Military Services, USA.  Established by Saint 
John Paul II in 1985, the AMS is the only U.S.    
diocese responsible for providing pastoral care to 

men and women serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, enrolled 
at a U.S. Military Academy, being treated as a patient at 
any of the 153 U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Centers, or working for the federal government beyond U.S.              
Borders.  This collection will provide the Gospel, the        
sacraments, and other forms of spiritual support to the men 
and women of the United States Armed Forces wherever 
they serve and to veterans who are in VA medical centers.  
Please prayerfully consider a generous contribution to this 
special triennial collection approved by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. 

 

The Cemetery Committee requests that 
all plants be removed from the cemetery  
before November 1.  Any plants left after 
that date will be disposed of.  Thank you 

for your cooperation. 

 

 

 
 

10/30/2019 – Eucharistic Adoration from 4-5 p.m. 
 

11/1/2019 – Holy Day Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
 

11/2/2019 – Al-Anon Group meets from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

11/5/2019 – Liturgy Committee meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 

11/6/2019 – Eucharistic Adoration from 4-5 p.m. 
 

11/8/2019 – Food Shelf open from 11 a.m.-noon 

 
 
 

Friday, November 1 
Holy Day Mass Schedule 

 

St. John the Baptist 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 
8:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

           Annual Harvest Bazaar 

                   November 9 

            Doors open at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Come one come all to the Sacred Heart St. Francis Harvest 
Bazaar!  On November 9 we would like to invite local     
artists and crafts people to the 2019 Harvest Bazaar. 
 

For the fourth year in a row we are selling vendor or artist 
booths in the Parish Hall on Main Street in Bennington.  
We will have one table and two chairs FREE for all the 
booths.  These booths will be a flat fee of $40 per spot and 
all of the profits are ALL yours!  We do ask that you donate 
one item to the Sacred Heart St. Francis School Silent  
Auction.  We will be advertising this event locally on all 
available media.  If you would like to have a booth at this 
event please complete the application at: 
http://sacredheartbennington.org/support/harvest-bazaar/ 
or contact Nichole Warner at nichole.l.warner@gmail.com 
to receive your packet by email or to receive your packet 
and contract by mail. 
 

In addition to the vendor booths, the Bazaar will feature the 
following:  Bake Sale, Big Money Raffle, Bingo, Breakfast, 
Craft Table, Lunch, Silent Auction, and a Pasta Dinner 
that will begin at 5:00 p.m.  Don’t miss out on this great   
opportunity to support The School of Sacred Heart St. 
Francis de Sales! 
 

 
 
In thanksgiving for his 25 years of service as organist and 
music director of Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales, 
Donald McMahon will perform a special organ recital on 
Sunday, November 17 at 3:00 p.m. at the church at 238 
West Main Street.  Everyone is warmly invited to attend. 


