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Reflections 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Paul reminded the Corinthians, "We proclaim Christ 

crucified." Christ's weakness is stronger than any human 

strength. The power of the cross is greater than anything the 

world or evil has to combat it. 
 

The Lenten season is one of repentance, self-denial, 

almsgiving, and prayer. Many in our modern world do not 

see any wisdom in denying themselves anything. Those 

swept away in a consumer culture want more and they want 

it faster, bigger, and better. They also are looking for easy 

and quick satisfaction, unwilling to wait long. 
 

Paul speaks of the "foolishness of God" and how it is wiser 

than any human wisdom. Lent is a time to put aside that 

which we feel and think as humans and put on the attitude 

of Christ. The cross of Christ is neither easy nor fleeting, 

and it will ask us to deny our very selves for him. To the 

human mind it makes no sense. However, by putting on 

Christ and seeing with his eyes, we see reality with clarity. 

Our sacrifice can lead to riches that only a "foolish" man 

would covet. But it is exactly there that we are satisfied and 

fulfilled.                 ©LPi 
 

Sunday Summary 
 

Exodus 17:3-7  Israel is in the deser t—let the grumbling 

begin! 

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9  Either  we listen to the Lord or  

harden our hearts. 

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8  I might not die for  you, but Jesus 

died for both of us. 

John 4:5-42  A glor ious conversation ensues when Jesus 

sits at a Samaritan well. 

Readings for the week of March 15, 2020 

Sunday:  Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 

5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-

42 

Monday:  2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 [cf. Ps  

  42:3]/Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday:  Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-

  9 [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20  

  [12a]/Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 

and 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-

21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

Friday:   Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 

  14 and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday:  Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. 

  Hos 6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 

Next Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 

  5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6- 

  9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

©LPi 

 

        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 3/14-3/22 

 

Sat./Sun., 3/14-3/15 – Third Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. John Pierce (19th anniversary) by his wife Millie 

9:00 a.m. Robert J. McDermott by the Murphy Family 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
 

Monday, 3/16 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. For the intentions of seminarian, Robert Murphy 
 

Tuesday, 3/17 – Saint Patrick 

9:00 a.m. Alan Higgins by Barb, Mary Ellen, Dan, & Ron 
 

Wednesday, 3/18 – Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Thursday, 3/19 – Saint Joseph 

9:00 a.m.  
 

Friday, 3/20 – Lenten Weekday 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 3/21-3/22 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. Peter C. Pacitto II by the Family 

9:00 a.m. Lynne Byrne by Roy Girasa 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you, a Jew, 

ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” 

Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of 

God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 

you would have asked him and he would have given you 

living water.” – Jn 4:9a, 10 

 

Meet Yvone:  Meet Yvone from Kenya.  
She learned proper nutrition and hygiene 
practices to help keep her healthy and in 

school.  Yvone now has a chance to dream and the 
strength to follow those dreams.  How can you ensure that 
young people in your community receive proper nutrition?  
Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

 
The Collection for Catholic Relief Services: 
Next weekend, March 21 - 22, we will take up the 
Catholic Relief Services Collection.  Funds from 
this collection provide food to the hungry, support 

disabled refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to all 
people here and abroad.  Please give generously to the 
collection, and help Jesus in disguise.  Learn more at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

 

          Week Ending  

           3/8/2020… 
 

Mass Offerings: $2747.50 
 

Fuel Fund:  $1121.00 
 

Other income: $275.15 

Weekly Budgeted Expenses:                                     $4205.28 



An Update from Bishop Coyne 
Concerning the Cold and Flu Season 

 

Bishop Coyne has temporarily suspended         
communion from the cup until further notice.  Only 
distribution under the form of bread will take place. 

 

Additionally, until further notice, the Sign of Peace at Mass 
is not to include any physical contact.  The practice of   
holding hands during the Lord’s Prayer should cease as 
well. 
 

As a reminder to parishioners: if one is sick, he or she 
should stay at home, and even that out of charity, they 
ought not attend Mass.  The obligation to attend Mass in 
such cases is lifted.  All should be mindful of and practice 
good hygiene measures. 
 

 
 

Cross of Compassion:  You are invited to write 
your spiritual and material needs on the purple   
papers in the basket in front of the cross and place 
them on the cross.  During Lent we ask our parish 

family to pray for all of these special needs.  On Palm    
Sunday, please take a slip and pray intensely for the need 
written on it. 

 
The Lenten Penance Service will be held at 
Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church this 
Sunday, March 15 at 3:00 p.m.  This is an              
opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of   

Reconciliation – a wonderful way to prepare for the great 
feast of Easter. 

 
Family Stations of the Cross:  Calling all       
families!  Looking for a way to get the kids involved 
in Lent?  How about participating in Family Stations 
of the Cross on Friday, March 27 at 5:30 p.m. at 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales?  If interested, please 
contact Mary Drew at the SHSF Parish Office, 442-3141. 

 
St. John the Baptist Social Concerns Committee 
will be hosting the free dinner on Sunday, May 3 at 
the Second Congregational Church in Bennington 
beginning at 5:00 p.m.  There is a sign up sheet at 

the back of the church for food as well as for assistance 
serving the dinner.  Please consider joining us to make this 
a wonderful dinner and experience for everyone. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What:  The Wild Goose Lenten Program 
  (adapted from formed.org and facilitated 
  by Sherry Monte) 
 

Dates:  Mondays March 16 and 30    

Where:  Mass and Program at St. John the 
  Baptist Catholic Church 
 

Times:  Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
  Program from 6:45 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

If you miss a week and would like to watch Wild Goose, 
here is how to find it on formed.org… 
 

New users:  Please go to formed.org.  (During the sign up 
process you will need to enter our parish code: JHGX4D.)  
Select “I belong to a Parish”, ( you can search for our     
parish by location: “Bennington, VT”), select our parish.  
Enter your name and email.  Once logged in, look for the 
Programs tab at the top.  In the Programs menu, select 
Faith Formation.  Scroll down until you see Wild Goose.  
On March 9 we watched part of “Breath of God” and on 
March 16 we plan to watch “Baptism in the Holy Spirit and 
Fire.”  The study guide we have printed is at the bottom. 

 

 

 
 

3/16/2020 – Mass & Lenten Program from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

3/16-18/2020 – Rosary at 8:30 a.m. 
 

3/17/2020 – Food Shelf open from 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 

3/18/2020 – Eucharistic Adoration from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

3/19/2020 – Stations of the Cross at 8:30 a.m. 
 

3/21/2020 – Al-Anon Group meets from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

3/25/2020 – Eucharistic Adoration from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
This year for Lent, 

don’t just change your habits... 
 

Do Something That Will Change Your Life! 
 

Save the Date 
 

Light of the World Retreat:  March 20 - 23, 2020 

at Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 
 

The retreat is sponsored by SHSF and SJB (no cost to you!) 
 

When you participate in the Light of the World Retreat, 

you will gain depth in the message of the Gospel and learn 

how you can continue in your journey of faith. 
 

Registration forms are available at the front entrance of the 

church, the parish office, and parish website. 

Attention all Ushers and General Usher Assistants 
 

It is unfortunate that in our world today we have to be    
concerned and prepared should the need for an emergency 
evacuation or lock down be necessary during any Mass at 
St. John the Baptist. 
 

Please plan to attend a very important meeting for all usher 
volunteers on Sunday, April 19 at 10:00 a.m. (between the 
Sunday morning Masses). 
 

At this meeting, we will cover an emergency plan that will 
be carried out under the direction of the ushers should the 
need ever arise. 
 

Please provide your email/contact information on the form 
at the back of the church prior to this meeting. 


