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Reflections 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Can we see the goodness around us? 
 

Today we have the story of a man born blind. In Jesus' 

time, blindness was viewed as a punishment for sin. Lent is 

all about looking inward and rooting out sinful desires and 

actions. So this story of a blind man and Jesus restoring his 

sight is a story about the forgiveness of sin. 
 

How often do we hold on to sinful ways or thoughts? Do 

we need Jesus to give us something in our lives to see 

again? Or do we need to concentrate on something we do 

well so that our "sight" may be improved? 
 

This week, let us look through eyes of faith and attempt to 

see goodness around us. Also, let us help each other to 

remove sin so that we might see God more clearly. 
                  ©LPi 
 

Sunday Summary 
 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a  Without guidance even a 

prophet can't see what is obvious from the divine 

perspective. 

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  Like sheep in the hands of a 

caring shepherd, we enter the dark valley with confidence. 

Ephesians 5:8-14  Darkness is banished in the light of 

Christ which awakens us to fuller life. 

John 9:1-41  A blind man is given sight. That troubles 

those who still can't see. 

Readings for the week of March 22, 2020 

Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 

5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 

13-17, 34-38 

Monday:  Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a  

  and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn  

  5:1-16 

Wednesday:  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10,  

  11 [8a and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26- 

  38 

Thursday:  Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23  

  [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday:   Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20,  

  21 and 23 [19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12  

  [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/

Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-

27, 33b-45 
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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 3/21-3/29 

 

Sat./Sun., 3/21-3/22 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. Peter C. Pacitto II by the Family 

9:00 a.m. Lynne Byrne by Roy Girasa 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
 

Monday, 3/23 – Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 

9:00 a.m. Marion McCarthy (birthday remembrance) 

 by the McCarthy Family 
 

Tuesday, 3/24 – Saint Oscar Romero 

9:00 a.m. Peter Giancola by Jane Altobell & Family 
 

Wednesday, 3/25 – The Annunciation of the Lord 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Thursday, 3/26 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 
 

Friday, 3/27 – Lenten Weekday 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 3/28-3/29 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. Franklin “Sonny” Monroe 

 by the John Antognioni Family 

9:00 a.m. George & Anna Girasa by Roy Girasa 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found 

him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He   

answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 

him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him and the one 

speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” 

and he worshiped him. – Jn 9:35-38 

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 

let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word 

of kindness to every person we encounter, 

for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.” 

 

Meet Maria Ana:  Maria Ana and her  
brothers receive one meal a day at school, so 
that they can focus on achieving their 

dreams.  How was education important for your future?  
How can we ensure that all young people have a chance to 
be educated?  Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

 
The Collection for Catholic Relief Services:   
Today we take up The Catholic Relief Services  
Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This            
collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide 

struggling communities with relief and support and to work 
for peace and reconciliation among our marginalized  
brothers and sisters here and around the world.  Please 
prayerfully consider how you can support the collection.  
Learn more at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

 

          Week Ending  

           3/15/2020… 
 

Mass Offerings: $1349.77 
 

Other income: $125.21 

Weekly Budgeted Expenses:                                     $4205.28 



~ Parishioners in the Spotlight ~ 
 

Noelle Cave Makes History with Her           
Enlistment in the Vermont National Guard 

 

When Noelle Cave enlisted in the Vermont 
Army National Guard, she didn't know she was 
making history.  Noelle, a Senior Criminal     
Justice Major at Castleton University, will    

become the first female 19D Cavalry Scout to enlist in    
Vermont.  She will serve at A Troop 1-172 Mountain      
Cavalry in Newport, Vermont.  She is enlisted as an E3   
Private First Class and will be promoted to E4 once she 
completes her bachelor's degree in May.  Noelle is an    
active member of the campus community.  She serves as 
vice president of Habitat for Humanity Club and recently 
applied to become a member of Pi Gamma Mu, the        
International Honor Society in Social Sciences.  She also 
serves on the Castleton Volunteer Fire Department.  Noelle 
stated “...one of my many goals is to be an inspiration and 
role model for others, …I love making the difference I want 
to see." 
 

To read the full article, please visit castleton.edu. 
 

If you have a story of inspiration or achievement that you 

would like to share, please let us know! 
 

 
 

Cross of Compassion:  You are invited to write 
your spiritual and material needs on the purple   
papers in the basket in front of the cross and place 
them on the cross.  During Lent we ask our parish 

family to pray for all of these special needs.   

 
Lenten Resources for you to take home are  
available in the pews.  Living God’s Word includes 
scripture, reflections, and journaling pages for each 

day of Lent.  The Word Among Us includes the complete 
Mass with readings for each day during Lent, daily         
meditations, and inspirational essays and stories. 

 
St. John the Baptist Social Concerns Committee 
will be hosting the free dinner on Sunday, May 3 at 
the Second Congregational Church in Bennington 

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  There is a sign up sheet at the back 
of the church for food as well as for assistance serving the 
dinner.  Please consider joining us to make this a wonderful 
dinner and experience for everyone. 

 

 
 
 

 
If you would like to participate in The Wild Goose Lenten 
Program, please visit formed.org where you can watch 
the weekly videos and read (or print) the study guide. 
 

 Go to formed.org (If you are new to formed.org, please 
sign up using our parish code: JHGX4D.) 

 

 Go to the Programs tab at the top of the page 
 

 Select Faith Formation 
 

 Scroll down until you see The Wild Goose 
 

 The Study Guide is at the bottom of the page 
 
 

 
 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, smartphone and tablet with   

internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 

JHGX4D 
 

Features for March: 
 

March 22 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

    Read: The Year and Our Children 
  

March 23 – Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 

    Listen: Holiness is Always in Season 
         

March 24 – Saint Oscar Romero 

    Read: Saint Oscar Romero 
  

March 25 – The Annunciation of the Lord 

    Study: 33 Days to Morning Glory 

    Watch: Mary of Nazareth 
 

March 29 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

    Kids: Brother Francis - Let’s Learn about Lent 

 

 

 
 

3/23-25/2020 – Rosary at 8:30 a.m. 
 

3/25/2020 – Eucharistic Adoration from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

3/26/2020 – Stations of the Cross at 8:30 a.m. 
 

3/28/2020 – Al-Anon Group meets from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Attention all Ushers and General Usher Assistants 
 

It is unfortunate that in our world today we have to be    
concerned and prepared should the need for an emergency 
evacuation or lock down be necessary during any Mass at 
St. John the Baptist. 
 

Please plan to attend a very important meeting for all usher 
volunteers on Sunday, April 19 at 10:00 a.m. (between the 
Sunday morning Masses). 
 

At this meeting, we will cover an emergency plan that will 
be carried out under the direction of the ushers should the 
need ever arise. 
 

Please provide your email/contact information on the form 
at the back of the church prior to this meeting. 

Lord, make us instruments of your truth… 
 

Where there is shouting, let us practice listening; 

Where there is confusion, let us inspire harmony; 

Where there is ambiguity, let us bring clarity; 

Where there is exclusion, let us offer solidarity; 

Where there is sensationalism, let us use sobriety; 

Where there is superficiality, let us raise real questions; 

Where there is prejudice, let us awaken trust; 

Where there is hostility, let us bring respect; 

Where there is falsehood, let us bring truth. 
 

~ Pope Francis 

https://vt.public.ng.mil/
https://vt.public.ng.mil/
https://www.castleton.edu/academics/undergraduate-programs/criminal-justice/
https://www.castleton.edu/academics/undergraduate-programs/criminal-justice/
https://www.castleton.edu/news-media/article/castleton-university-granted-chapter-of-social-sciences-honor-society/

