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Gospel Reflection 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

It’s all about reconciliation and conversion, not 

punishment. Relationships are not static adventures but 

wonderful gifts that continue to develop, grow, change, and 

mature. We are meant to be social beings, so isolating 

ourselves from others is rarely helpful. But, because human 

beings are on the one hand tremendously gifted, talented, 

and blessed creations, they are on the other also flawed, 

broken, and sinful. We all need to humbly admit that we are 

works in progress and not only capable of enriching each 

other’s lives but causing deep hurts and wounds as well. 

Hence, we always need to be reconciled. We are always 

growing, changing, and expanding our knowledge of who 

we are and how we are meant to share life together. 
 

Because reconciliation and conversion are always part of 

the mix of life, honesty is crucial. Without honesty, we can 

easily find ourselves living a lie and causing more harm 

than good. Being able to freely share our feelings, 

especially those involving pain and hurt, is a charism 

necessary to pursue and an art to learn. When we are 

wronged or wrong someone else, we do not enjoy the 

confrontation that can and needs to come. We are taught to 

keep our feelings to ourselves, especially when they are 

negative, and we tend to avoid difficult conversations. 

Hence, we never really learn how to confront another, 

successfully resolve conflict, find reconciliation, and 

welcome conversion. When we hurt or wrong someone, it 

does not mean that we are a bad or sinful person who 

deserves only punishment and excommunication. Quite the 

opposite! We are simply a human person who can make 

poor choices and sin and can be forgiven. We can restore 

and deepen the relationship that has been affected and find 

our way home again. 
 

Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame because it has no 

purpose in achieving reconciliation and conversion. All 

broken relationships deserve a chance at reconciliation. 

Every person has room for growth and a need for 

conversion. We have to learn to be okay with honesty and 

not be afraid to hear and process what someone needs to 

say, even if it is difficult for us to hear. Severing a 

relationship, both personally or with the church community 

as a whole, ought to definitely be a last resort and only 

pursued when all else has failed. 

Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 

Sunday:   Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom   

     13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 

Monday:   1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 

     12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday:   Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c  

     [Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

Wednesday:  1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17  

     [11]/Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday:  1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 

     23-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-38 

Friday:   1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12  

     [2]/Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday:   1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/ 

     Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-

     12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 
 

©LPi 

        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 9/5-9/13 

 

Sat./Sun., 9/5-9/6 – Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Richard “Dickie” Lyon by Margy Boulet 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 
 

Monday, 9/7 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Henri Billow  

 by the Kees & Lindsey Families 
 

Tuesday, 9/8 – The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9:00 a.m. Bernard A. McCarthy (birthday remembrance) 

 and Barney & Marion’s wedding anniversary 

 remembrance by the McCarthy Family 
 

Wednesday, 9/9 – Saint Peter Claver 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Thursday, 9/10 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m.  
 

Friday, 9/11 – Weekday 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 9/12-9/13 – Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Joseph & Anna Cross by their daughters 

9:00 a.m. For the intentions of newly ordained 

 Deacon Casey Weber by St. John’s Sodality 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
“Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 

about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be 

granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two 

or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of them.” - Mt 18:19-20 

Sunday Summary 
 

Ezekiel 33:7-9  The prophet learns to sacr ifice           

popularity for the sake of bearing God’s truth. 
 

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9  God’s word comes to us every 

day. Are we listening, or closing our hearts? 
 

Romans 13:8-10  If we live in the spir it of love, we fulfill 

the law. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20  Telling the truth to another  is tough 

love. But hiding the truth is tougher on everybody. 



 
 
 
 
 

Our plans are to hold in-person classes with safety          

protocols and social distancing measures in place. In     

addition, we understand and will work with families who 

have concerns about in-person classes.  We are developing 

a plan that will be fluid, based on guidelines from the state 

and Diocese. 

 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori faith 

based catechesis program for 3 - 6 year olds.  This program 
is held at Sacred Heart St. Francis and is open to all pre-
school and kindergarten students.  Classes will be held on 
Sundays and Tuesday mornings. 

 Grades 1 - 6 will begin on Sunday, September 13 with a 
Youth Mass at 9:00 a.m. followed by classes at 10:00 a.m.  
If parents would like their children to participate in at-home 
learning, please indicate so on the registration form.        
Materials will be provided, as well as follow-ups throughout 
the year via email and phone. 

 The Diocese of Burlington has directed us to lower the 

age of Confirmation and this year will be confirming         
students in 7

th
 and 8

th
 grades.  The Confirmation program is 

a collaborative effort between Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales School, SHSF Church, and St. John the Baptist 
Church.  This is a one-year program with the goal of       
Confirmation in April or May of 2021. 

For more information on our Faith Formation programs, 
please contact the parish office at 447-7504 or                  
saintjohnchurch1@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

Deuteronomy 15:10  “You shall surely give to him, and your 
heart should not be grieved when you give to him, because 
for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in all your 
works and in all to which you put your hand.” 
 

The Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church campaign 
is now underway. This fundraising effort is our call to follow 
the earthly ministries of Christ — healing, preaching, and 
teaching. For details on how we will achieve this goal, 
please review the case statement you recently received in 
the mail. Our parish will receive 60% of the funds we raise 
so we may address our needs. 
 

God asks us as stewards to give with generosity and      
sacrifice in mind. Please review the “Budget Your Gift” page 
on page 11 of the case statement with your family to      
determine if and how you might be able to contribute over 
the next three years through small sacrifices. Your          
sacrificial gift will be used for the glory of God, who has  
given us everything we need. 
 

Once you identify your gift, please complete and return your 
pledge form. You may also give on line by visiting this    
website: christourhopevt.org. 
 

Don’t forget, you can join Bishop Coyne on September 9 at 
3:00 p.m. for a virtual coffee hour as he discusses the 
campaign. Just click the link to register: christourhopevt.org/
events. 
 

We — our faith family — will define campaign success. Let 

us join as one — as brothers and sisters in Christ — to 

reach our goal. 

 

 

 
 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, smartphone, and tablet with  

internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 

JHGX4D to discover entertaining movies, programs, talks, audio 

dramas, and e-books - just a click away! 
 

Features for September: 
 

September 5 – Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

    Movie: Mother Teresa 

    Movie: The Good Samaritan 
 

September 8 – Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

    Program: Mary: Mother of God 

    Book: Mary in the Middle Ages 

    Movie: Mary of Nazareth 

    Audio: The Eternal Woman 
 

September 15 – Our Lady of Sorrows 

    Movie: Sorrowful Mysteries 

    Audio: 15 Things to Do in the Midst of Suffering 
 

September 17 – Saint Hildegard of Bingen 

    Movie: Hildegard’s Gift 

    Book: The Young People’s Book of Saints 
 

September 19 – Saint John Henry Newman 

    Study: Lead Kindly Light 

 

The School of Sacred Heart St. Francis de 
Sales is looking for a reliable individual to 
be an evening custodian.  Duties include, but 
are not limited to, vacuuming, mopping,     
general cleaning, and trash removal from 
classrooms after classes are dismissed.  

Hours are from 4 - 8 p.m. (start time is flexible) and pay is 
$13 - 15/hour.  The ideal candidate has a driver’s license 
and is a motivated self starter who can work independently.  
Please contact Mrs. Hendery at 442-2446. 
 
 
 

 

The Catholic University of America Collection  
The National Collection for The Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C. will be taken up 
next weekend, September 12 – 13.  It is unique as 
the national university of the Catholic Church and 

the only institution of higher education founded by the United 
States Bishops and chartered by the Vatican. The Catholic 
University of America educates clergy, religious, and young 
lay men and women from every region of the United States, 
providing future leaders for our Church and nation. Thank 
you in advance for your generosity in supporting the        
university and the countless number of students who will 
experience an education grounded in Catholic tradition. 

https://www.christourhopevt.org/
https://www.christourhopevt.org/events
https://www.christourhopevt.org/events

