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Question of the Week 
What Are “Special” Masses? 

 

Question: Why do Parishes Offer Special Masses like 
Thanksgiving and Memorial Day, even though they’re not 

Holy Days of Obligation? Am I obligated to attend? 
 

Answer:  

Out of respect for the various civil celebrations that take place 

during the year, many dioceses and parishes will host special 

Masses. However, while it always worthwhile to come 

together to worship as a community, Catholics are not 

obligated to attend these celebrations. As the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church notes, the only times that we are obligated to 

participate in celebrations of the Eucharist are on Sundays and 

holy days of obligation:  
 

The first precept ("“You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy 

days of obligation and rest from servile labor"“) requires the 

faithful to sanctify the day commemorating the Resurrection of 
the Lord as well as the principal liturgical feasts honoring the 

mysteries of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; 

in the first place, by participating in the Eucharistic 
celebration, in which the Christian community is gathered, 

and by resting from those works and activities which could 
impede such a sanctification of these days.          ©LPi 

 
Live the Liturgy - Inspiration for the Week 

 

Who has authority over God’s kingdom? While we know that 

the obvious answer is Jesus, that is not the answer our lives 

always reveal. We struggle with wanting control over God’s 

kingdom. We wrestle with ownership, privilege, status, and 
the protection of our rights. However, at the end of the day 

nothing in this world or in the one to come belongs to us. All 

that we see and know to be true belong to God, and Jesus is 

the only one who has any authority. How often do we defer 

any of our decision making to God? We often conduct our 

business as if we are the owner, lord and master of it all, but 

sadly we are not. God gives us the means and the potential to 

bear good Gospel-centered fruit. This desire and capacity exist 

within each individual. Unless we really acknowledge and 

accept who is ultimately in charge, the type of love, justice, 

peace, and other good fruits God desires for the world will 

never be realized. 

 
Sunday Summary 

 

Isaiah 5:1-7  In the song of the vineyard, a vintner ’s care is 

betrayed at the harvest. 

Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20  God transplants the 

chosen people from Egypt like a preferred vine. 

Philippians 4:6-9  The faithful must guard their  minds and 

hearts for worthy things. 

Matthew 21:33-43  The tenants in the vineyard plot to 

keep the land and its yield to themselves. 

Readings for the week of October 4, 2020 

Sunday:   Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20  

     [Is 5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43   

Monday:   Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c  

     [5]/Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday:   Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 

     [24b]/Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday:  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday:  Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/ 

     Lk 11:5-13 

Friday:   Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/Lk  

     11:15-26 

Saturday:   Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Lk  

     11:27-28 

Next Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 

     Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 
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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 10/3-10/11 

 

Sat./Sun., 10/3-10/4 – Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. John Billow (4th anniversary) by the Family 

9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Mary Ellen Mattison by the Lindsey Family 
 

Monday, 10/5 – Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos 

9:00 a.m. Jimmy & Peggy O’Keefe 

 by Joan & Stephen Monroe 
 

Tuesday, 10/6 – Saint Bruno; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Caleb St. John 
 

Wednesday, 10/7 – Our Lady of the Rosary 

9:00 a.m. Jack Gorman (birthday remembrance) 

 by the Rudd Family 
 

Thursday, 10/8 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. For the healing of Ian Crank 

 by Joan & Stephen Monroe 
 

Friday, 10/9 – Saint Denis and Companions; Saint John Leonardi 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 10/10-10/11 – Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Dolores Lowre by Sophia Healy 

9:00 a.m. Joe Talbot (18th anniversary)  

 by his wife Bea & Family 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the        

Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected has    

become the cornerstone...?  Therefore, I say to you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people that will produce its fruit."  

- Mt 21:42ab, 43 



2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
 

Thank you to those who have given to the 2020 Bishop’s 
Appeal. Your gift supports a variety of ministries and      
services impacting all of our 69 parishes, 12 Catholic 
schools, emergency aid to 2,000 individuals, vocations,  
religious education, and so much more.  For more          
information or to make a gift, please visit                        
bishopsappealvt.org. 
 

To date, our parish has raised $20,680 toward our goal of 
$30,998.  This is 67% of our parish goal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a Rice Bowl box at home from this past Lent, 
you may put it in the collection basket at the entrance of the 
church or return it to the parish office.  Thank you! 
 

CRS Rice Bowl supports hunger and poverty alleviation 
efforts both around the world through CRS (75% of gifts) 
and also here in the U.S. (25% for local diocesan efforts). 
This global/local connection is important as communities in 
the United States and around the world are both struggling 
with the economic impacts of COVID-19. 
 

 
 

 
 

Kids’ Corner - Sharing the Gospel 
 

You are God's child. He made you and 

he loves you. Make sure you act like 

God's child. He created a beautiful world 

for you to live in. God expects you to 

take care of it. God also created people to live around you. 

Love them. Then you will make God happy. 
 

Prayer:  Dear God, help me to take care of your world and 

love the people around me. 
 

Something to Draw:  Draw a picture of yourself picking up 

your room. 
 

Mission for the Week:  Recycle paper, plastic and glass at 

home, instead of throwing it away.  Recycling is a great 

way to take care of God's world.                        ©LPi 

From Loneliness to Solitude  

in Time of Pandemic 

 

 

 
 

“Loneliness is the poverty of self; solitude is the richness of self.” 

 ~ Mary Sarton 
 

Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales 

& 

Saint John the Baptist 
 

invite you to a ZOOM Book Discussion Group 

on Henri Nouwen’s classic  

Reaching Out:  

The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life 
 

Third session will take place from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

on the following date: 
 

Monday, October 5 – From Illusion to Prayer 
 

Books are available at  

The Bennington Bookshop for $12. 
 

For further information, contact Wilma Ann Johnson at 

johnsonwa7@msn.com or 802-681-7290. 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, smartphone, and tablet with  

internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 

JHGX4D to discover entertaining movies, programs, talks, 

audio dramas, and e-books - just a click away! 
 

Features for October: 
 

October 4 – Saint Francis of Assisi 

    Movie: Saint Francis: His Life and Miracles 

    Book: The Joyful Beggar 
 

 

October 11 – Saint Pope John XXIII 

    Movie: John XXIII: The Pope of Peace 

Please Continue to Pray for Fr. Vincent 
 

On Tuesday morning, September 22, we received… 
 

“Many of you have asked for an update on Vince Coppola.  

We have word from his mother that he still very much 

needs our prayers, as currently Vince is not doing well.  

Apparently they are working on infections and other issues 

that are quite serious, and worrisome.  Please continue your 

prayers for him, and also for his mother (Madelyn), who 

has been on a roller coaster these last several weeks that 

Vince has been ill.” 

http://bishopsappealvt.org/
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