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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 1/23-1/31 

 

Sat./Sun., 1/23-1/24 – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Patrick Murphy (5th anniversary) by his wife  

 & children 

9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

11:00 a.m. John Scarey (4th anniversary) by the Family 
 

Monday, 1/25 – Conversion of Saint Paul 

9:00 a.m. Philip Martinez (2nd anniversary) 

 by the Martinez  Family 
 

Tuesday, 1/26 – Saints Timothy and Titus 

9:00 a.m. Frankie Mone by the Lindsey Family 
 

Wednesday, 1/27 – Saint Angela Merici 

9:00 a.m. John Hogan by the Murphy Family 
 

Thursday, 1/28 – Saint Thomas Aquinas 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Friday, 1/29 – Weekday 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 1/30-1/31 – Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 

11:00 a.m. Michael Borden by the Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; 

they were fishermen. Jesus said to them,  

Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

- Mk 1:16-17 

Gospel Reflection 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

It was a normal day by all accounts, but John just wasn’t 

feeling himself. He was a little lightheaded and out of sorts 

and certainly not himself. Later in the afternoon, he 

experienced a sharp pain in his chest and arm. Quick 

thinking and action brought John to the Emergency 

Department with a diagnosis of a significant heart attack. 

Surviving this ordeal, he found himself face to face with his 

cardiologist having an honest conversation about things that 

needed to change. “I came close to death,” John found 

himself thinking. Then came the remorse. He was a young 

man with a loving wife and children who were very close to 

facing life without him. John found himself with intense 

sorrow for living an unchecked and self-indulgent life that 

almost brought him to his demise. He wanted to change. 
 

We all have our wake-up calls. We have experiences and 

encounters that call us to really think twice about choices 

we have made and directions we have taken. Often, we find 

ourselves looking at those we have hurt square in the eye 

and wallowing in our foolishness. We regrettably realize 

that we have allowed our ego needs to lure us into making 

some cruel mistakes. We impulsively say things and 

flippantly do things that reveal our unredeemed and 

unhealed self. It is a self we stumble over and try to tame 

but can’t quite seem to master and control. Help! 
 

We spin our wheels naively thinking that we will somehow, 

perhaps through persistence, get ourselves unstuck. But, we 

don’t. We just get out of the car, feeling very helpless, and 

ignorantly look at the mess we got ourselves into. Did we 

ever think to ask someone for help? Or, taken the advice of 

One who is wiser and avoid this route altogether? “Come 

after me,” are words that Jesus says to all of us. In order to 

heed his invitation, we have to leave our ego-self behind 

and follow. When we really see and understand the 

freedom, peace, justice, and love he offers, we find 

ourselves with such sorrow in our hearts for how foolish 

and silly we have been. All of the misguided choices and 

sinful actions come full view and we see how risky our 

random impassioned behaviors really have been. 

Repentance is beautiful. When done with a sincere and 

contrite heart, it directs us to the glory that can be ours, 

ignites us with the challenge of living a life in service of 

others and reminds us that all is well.           ©LPi 

 
Sunday Summary 

 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10  God is moved by the wholesale 

repentance of a very wicked people. 
 

Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9  Those who seek the paths of the 

Lord will walk in truth. 
 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31  Paul warns his community not to 

hold onto the present world too closely. 
 

Mark 1:14-20  Jesus begins his mission, and another  

version of the call to discipleship is modeled. 

Readings for the week of January 24, 2021 

Sunday:    Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1  

     Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 

Monday:    Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 

     [Mk 16:15]/Mk 16:15-18 

Tuesday:    2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7 

     -8a, 10 [3]/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday:   Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk  

     4:1-20 

Thursday:   Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/

     Mk 4:21-25 

Friday:    Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40 

     [39a]/Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday:   Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73- 

     75 [cf. 68]/Mk 4:35-41 

Next Sunday:  Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor  

     7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 
 

©LPi  



 

 
 

 
The collection for the Church in Latin America will be taken 
up this weekend, January 23 - 24. Many people in Latin 
America and the Caribbean do not have access to Church 
programs and ministries because of a rising secular culture, 
difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of ministers.  Your   
support for the collection provides lay leadership training, 
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other      
programs to share our Catholic faith with those who long to 
hear the Good News of Christ.  Thank you for your         
generosity.  To learn more about how your gifts make a   
difference, visit www.usccb.org/latin-america. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Marriage Day Celebration 
 

On the weekend of February 13 – 14, our parish will        
recognize couples who are celebrating significant           
milestones – 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 years of 
marriage and above – during 2021.  If you are a couple, or 
know of a couple who should be recognized, please call the 
parish office (447-7504) before January 27.  Each couple 
will be recognized in the bulletin and with a certificate from 
the Diocese of Burlington.  Should you choose to attend 
Mass the weekend of February 13 - 14 you will also be   
recognized at that time. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cemetery Committee requests that any Christmas 
decorations in St. John’s Cemetery be removed by        
February 1.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Weekend 
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring began 31 years ago with a     
simple prayer from a youth group.  “ Lord, even as we enjoy 
the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of 
those without a bowl of soup to eat.”  Since that day, 
more than $163 million has been raised in communities 
across the country.  It has become a powerful movement 
that is transforming the time around the Super Bowl into the 
nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving. Through 
this mission, young people learn to make a positive          
difference in the world.  Please join us in being part of this 
mission that is sharing God’s love with those in need.  
Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday. 
 

The youth of our parish will be collecting money after each 
Mass the weekend of February 6 – 7.  All the money         
collected will go directly to St. John’s Food Shelf. 

Question of the Week 

Do Catholics always need to receive communion 

in wafer form, or can it be different kinds of bread? 
 

In the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, the most      

common form for the Eucharistic bread is the small white 

communion “wafer” that is a ubiquitous part of the Catholic 

Mass. The instructions of the Church have been very      

specific regarding the make-up of the bread used in the 

Mass: “The bread used in the celebration of the Most Holy 

Eucharistic Sacrifice must be unleavened, purely of wheat, 

and recently made … it follows therefore that bread made 

from another substance, even if it is grain, or if it is mixed 

with another substance different from wheat to such an  

extent that it would not commonly be considered wheat 

bread, does not constitute valid matter for confecting the 

Sacrifice and the Eucharistic Sacrament” (see Redemptionis          

Sacramentum by the Congregation for Divine Worship and 

the Discipline of the Sacraments, no. 48). 
 

The Church’s tradition of using a wheat-based bread is 

based on the bread that Jesus would have used at the Last 

Supper and is considered to be an essential part of the 

“matter” of the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
 

As we consider the question of whether a “wafer” — which 

is properly called a “host” — should be used, we also must 

keep in mind that in the Eastern Rites of the Catholic 

Church, leavened (i.e. “raised”) bread is more often used. 

And so, while the thin, white “wafer” is most commonly 

used in the Roman Rite of the Church, the full expression 

of the Catholic tradition does allow for a more substantial 

form of bread to be used, but the tradition of using a simple 

wheat bread with no other additions or additives is         

considered essential. 
 

 

 

 
FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, smartphone, and tablet with 

internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 

JHGX4D to discover entertaining movies, programs, talks, 

audio dramas, and e-books - just a click away! 
 

Features for January: 
 

January 24 – Saint Francis de Sales 

    Study: Saint Francis de Sales 


