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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 2/13-2/21 

 

Sat./Sun., 2/13-2/14 – Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Janet Cross Tollisen (9th anniversary)  

 by her sisters 

9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Frank Paturzo (3rd anniversary) 

 by his daughter Lisa 
 

Monday, 2/15 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Tuesday, 2/16 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Darlene Galipeau by Ron & Rosemary Lindsey 

 and Linda Meskun 
 

Wednesday, 2/17 – Ash Wednesday 

9:00 a.m. Lora & Robert Sheils by Lee & Susan Harrington 

5:30 p.m. For the health of a friend 
 

Thursday, 2/18 – Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Paddy Peters 

 by Joan & Stephen Monroe 
 

Friday, 2/19 – Friday after Ash Wednesday 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 2/20-2/21 – First Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. George & Anna Girasa by Roy Girasa 

11:00 a.m. John Hogan by Lisa Paturzo 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him 

and said, “If you wish, you can make me clean.”  

Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched 

him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.” 

- Mk 1:40-41 

Gospel Reflection 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, proclaims the 

sacredness of all human life. Everyone created by God is 

fashioned in God’s image and has Divine DNA at the center of 

their soul. God never leaves what God creates but always 

remains intimately bound to what he has given form. 

Everyone has a place and because they have received the gift 

of Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel inferior, 

unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. Even the most 

broken of souls has a place. We, the Body of Christ, have the 

privilege and responsibility to give voice to the voiceless. The 

cries of the little one in his or her mother’s womb are just as 

sacred as the cries of one who is homeless and hungry. The 

migrant deserves our attention as much as the forgotten elderly 

and even the prisoner, with a heart hardened by anger and 

resentment, deserves respect and dignity. 
 

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we would 

rather keep those we consider unclean, different or unfixable 

in a place by themselves. It is hard to see them with us, but 

they deserve to be. There is far too much violence in this 

world and the result of that violence is the assault on human 

life. Many are forced to leave the place they call home in 

search of safer ground, finding few if any along the way who 

will help them. How different today’s Gospel story would be 

if Jesus gave in to what was politically correct at that time. 

The leper would have been turned away and a soul, already 

beaten down by disease and fear, would have experienced an 

even deeper wound. Jesus wouldn’t have captured much 
attention from anyone, nor would he have mirrored the 

Father’s compassion and love. 
 

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least understand 

that God’s vision is often in conflict with the vision put forth 

in our world and even the one we advance ourselves? There is 

no doubt that it is incredibly challenging to find a place for 

everyone at the table. This challenge is compounded when the 

systems of operation and structure that are so ingrained in us 

affirm power and privilege rather than inclusivity and justice. 

Everything really goes askew when the powerful begin to 

control who is entitled to wholeness and inclusion, and greed 

becomes a driving force. Prejudice and entitlement raise their 

ugly heads and we find ourselves with quite a mess. It’s time 

to admit that things have been a mess for a very long time. 

The mess needs to be healed, not by erasing it but by allowing 

God to touch it and make it whole. We need to bring God back 

to the center of life where God belongs. There are no easy 

solutions to the world’s dilemmas. But, knowing that 

wholeness, healing, and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can 

more confidently labor to achieve God’s vision.                                                ©LPi 

 
Sunday Summary 

 

Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46  The unclean person must dwell 

outside the camp. 
 

Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11  Blessed is the one whose sin is taken 

away. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1  Avoid giving offense; do 

everything for God’s glory. 
 

Mark 1:40-45  The leper  begs to be made clean. 

Readings for the week of February 14, 2021 

Sunday:    Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1  

     Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 

Monday:    Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20- 

     21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13 

Tuesday:    Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 

     3b and 9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday:   Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 

     17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16- 

     18 

Thursday:   Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps   

     40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday:    Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/ 

     Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday:   Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk  

     5:27-32 

Next Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 

     3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 
 

©LPi  



 
Cross of Compassion: Please notice our Cross 
of Compassion, (beginning Ash Wednesday).       
Parishioners are invited to write their spiritual and 
material needs on the purple papers in the basket 

in front of the cross.  Then place your petition papers on a 
nail on the cross.  Throughout Lent we ask our parish family 
to pray for all of these special needs. 

 

 
We are called:  Join our faith community – 
and more than 12,000 Catholic communities 
across the United States – in a life-changing 

Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl.  During the 40 days of 
Lent, we will reflect on how hunger and malnutrition affect 
our human family, and on the need to take action to end 
this global injustice.  Rice Bowl boxes are available at the 
front entrance of the church. 

 

 
Lent is a time for penance, reflection, and        
spiritual growth.  One way we can increase our     
holiness is to incorporate the Rosary into our daily 
prayer life.  Each day the Diocese of Burlington offers 
a recitation of the Rosary featuring a member of 
our Vermont diocesan community. 

If you are looking for ways to grow in holiness this  
Lenten season, consider visiting our Rosary page 
https://www.vermontcatholic.org/news/communication/
rosary/ to pray with fellow Vermont Catholics, or to sign up 
to lend your voice for a recording.  Saint Padre Pio has 
been quoted as saying, “The Rosary is the weapon for 
these times.”  May we grow together in holiness and       
protection from all evil.  For more information email Valerie 
Parzyck: vparzyck@vermontcatholic.org 

 
 

 

 
 

Light Shines in the Darkness 
 

An Evening of Hope and Light 
 

March 11, 2021 
 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 
 

Join Deacon Phil Lawson and Bill Gavin from the Diocese 

of Burlington for an evening of prayer.  More information 

to follow in the coming weeks. 
 

“In light of the troubling situation in our country with 

COVID and our political climate, we believe it is            

imperative to offer people hope and light in the midst of this 

current darkness.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Led by the Spirit 

40 Days to Grace and Glory 
 

Sign-Up for Free Daily Lenten Reflections 

with Dr. Tim Gray 
 

This Lent, we invite you to journey with Dr. Tim Gray by 
signing up for FORMED Daily Lenten Reflections at 
formed.org/lent.  Each day you will receive in your inbox a 
short video which features Dr. Gray commenting on the  
daily Mass readings, explaining the Scriptures, and    
providing you with concrete ideas on how to apply them to 
your Christian life. 
 

Sign up today for free by visiting formed.org/lent! 
 

 
Ash Wednesday Almsgiving Collection 

 

There will be a special collection on Ash Wednesday to  
support Vermont Catholic Charities.  This agency provides 
financial and emotional support to individuals and families 
throughout Vermont through the programs offered which 
include Counseling, Emergency Aid, Prison Ministry, and 
Residential Care Homes.  Please know that every gift - 
whatever the size - makes a difference.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Guidelines for Lent 
 

The time of Lent is to be observed by Catholics as a      
special season of prayer, penance, and works of charity. 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, in particular, are the 
most important penitential days of the liturgical year.  They 
are days of both fast and abstinence.  All Fridays in Lent 
are days of abstinence. 
 

 The rule of fasting states that only one full meal a day 
can be taken.  Two small meals, “sufficient to maintain 
strength”, are allowed, but together they should not 
equal another full meal.  Eating between meals breaks 
the fast, but drinking liquids does not.  The rule of     
fasting obliges all Catholics from 18 to 59. 

 

 Abstinence refers to refraining from eating meat. 
The rule of abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years or 
older. 

 

 The substantial observance of the laws of fast and   
abstinence is a serious obligation. 

 

Self-imposed fasting on the other weekdays of Lent is     
recommended.  Abstinence on all Fridays of the year is also 
highly recommended.  Parents and teachers should see to 
it that, even those who are not bound by the laws of fast 
and abstinence because of age, are brought up in an     
atmosphere that is conducive to a sense of penance. 

 

February 17 

Mass Schedule 

St. John the Baptist: 
9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales: 
8:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 
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