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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 8/14-8/22 

 

Sat./Sun., 8/14-8/15 – The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Father Michael DeMasi and other deceased 
 members of the K of C Council #307 
11:00 a.m. Janusz Bielawski by the Family 
 

Monday, 8/16 – Saint Stephen of Hungary 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, 8/17 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow by Joe & Peg Crossman 
 

Wednesday, 8/18– Weekday 

No Mass 
 

Thursday, 8/19 – Saint John Eudes 

9:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow (birthday remembrance - 8/9)  
 by her adoring family 
 

Friday, 8/20 – Saint Bernard 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 8/21-8/22 – Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Jo-Ann Cross Browe (8th anniversary) 
 by her sisters 
9:00 a.m. Kevin & Patrick O’Neil by the Family 
11:00 a.m. Michael Borden by the Family 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me 

and holy is his Name. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 

and has lifted up the lowly.” 
- Lk 1:48b-49, 52 

Gospel Reflection 
 

August 15, 2021 
 

The Assumption  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

They are courageous, wise women who ground us, focus us, 
and inspire us. They are the good mothers who walk with us 
and light our way. They teach us life lessons and help us 
heal and navigate through challenges and difficulties. We 
need people to point the way. Sometimes, these wise ladies 
are not our biological mothers but women in our lives, who 
through their strong and faithful presence, anchor us and 
remind us that we are loved. We need these women. Human 
beings do their best when they have cheerleaders in their 
lives. They show us that even when facing despair there is 
always a brighter tomorrow. 
 

Jesus needed his mother. She had to be that faithful anchor, 
that guiding presence, in his life. Jesus needed to be 
affirmed and encouraged just like any other human being 
and Mary had to be there, right by his side, doing precisely 
that. Even when her heart was pierced as he was nailed to a 
tree, she did not give up hope. Most certainly, she continued 
to wait, watch, hope, and love until he took his final breath. 
That’s what mothers do. Even when their heart breaks, they 
persevere. 
 

Today, our Blessed Mother is our cheerleader once again. 
Taken up to heaven in body and soul, she points to and 
directs us toward our final destiny. Life eternal waits! Any 
disappointment, fear, or anxiety can be set aside as she 
gently reassures us of God’s love and promise. Always a 
mother filled with grace and hope, she calls us to reaffirm 
our faith in God and in the gifts we have each been given. 
We can persevere and do what we need to do to live life 
well, with faith, hope, and love as our guiding lights. 
Knowing who we are and who we will one day become 
helps us to better chart the course and direction of our 
earthly lives. Looking to the example of our Blessed 
Mother, we receive the assurance we need. 

Readings for the week of August 15, 2021 
Sunday:    Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 
     16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 
Monday:    Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40,  
     43ab and 44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday:    Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf.  
     9b]/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday:   Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt   
     20:1-16 
Thursday:   Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a  
     and 9a]/Mt 22:1-14 
Friday:    Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c- 
     7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [1b]/Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday:   Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 
     5 [4]/Mt 23:1-12 
Next Sunday:  Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17,  
     18-19, 20-21, 22-23 [9a]/Eph 5:21-32 or  
     5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 
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Eucharistic Ministers Needed 
 

We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers for the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass. Training will be provided. Scheduling is done at 
your convenience. If you are able to assist with this       
Ministry, please contact Diane Granger at 518-366-8642 or 
email at dianeg1229@gmail.com.  
 

Lectors Needed 
 

We are in need of Lectors to read at the 11:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Training is provided.  Scheduling is done at your 
convenience.  A Lectors' Workbook is provided to help 
you prepare the readings. Please call Margy Boulet at    
442-3434 or e-mail margyb46@yahoo.com. 
 

Volunteer Needed 
 

We are looking for someone with an embroidery sewing 
machine willing to help with the making of baptism bibs.  
Please call Nicole at the Parish Office: 447-7504. 
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Registration for Faith Formation, 
First Communion, and Confirmation 

 

Registration is now open for fall enrollment for Faith     
Formation, First Communion, and Confirmation.  Sacred 
Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist church programs 
are now merged at all levels. 
 

For grades 1 - 5 and children 3 - 6 years old, classes will 
meet Sundays after the 9:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart St. 
Francis from 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. beginning Sunday, 
September 26. 
 

Confirmation is for grades 6 through 8, and will meet 
twice a month on Sundays from 4:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.      
beginning Sunday, August 29. 
 

Registration is online at https://sacredheartsaintfrancis.org/
registration-forms for both parishes.  You may register your 
family on one form.  We ask that a registration fee of $10 
per student or $25 per family be submitted.  Payment can be 
made in one of the following ways: 
 

 Online by clicking the donate button and choosing 
“Class Registration Fees” 

 In person on the first day of class 

 Mail to: Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Faith        
Formation Registration, 238 Main Street, Bennington, 
VT 05201 

 

Please contact Kathy Murphy or Mary Drew at 442-3141 
with any questions. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very excited to open a Level II Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd Atrium this fall, and we could use some 
help!  Our needs include: 
 

 A small low table for a prayer table 

 Bookshelves: units of three or four shelves at least 10” 
deep 

 School desks or small tables at which one or two     
children could work 

 Woodworkers who are willing to help create materials 
for us 

 We have a wish list of items to purchase if you would 
be interested in sponsoring one 

 And especially your prayers!  Any help with these 
needs would be greatly appreciated! 

 

Classes will meet after the Sunday 9:30 a.m. Masses       
beginning September 26.  If you know of anyone interested 
in Faith Formation, or could help us with our wish list, 
please contact Kathy Murphy at 442-3141. 

Meet Our New Principal  
Mrs. Tiffany McKenna 

 

Tiffany McKenna was born and 
raised in the Bennington area.  After 
graduating from MAU in 2006, she 
attended the University of Vermont 
for Elementary Education. She    
immediately proceeded to get her 
Masters degree in Educational       
Psychology, specializing in Gifted 

Education and Talent Development, from the University of 
Connecticut.  She started her teaching career at the School 
of Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales and has finally returned 
to start her tenure in the principal position.  She currently 
lives in North Bennington with her husband, Ryan, their 
three children, Riley, Rory and Raegan, and their dog   
Dexter. 
 
 
 
 

Reflect and Respond to Scripture 
 

First Reading:  We hear  in Proverbs how we are called 
to participate in divine wisdom. Who do you see as a     
wisdom figure in your life?   
 

Second Reading:  Paul sees one pathway to wisdom is to 
avoid evil, ignorance, and drunkenness, and be filled rather 
with gratitude. For what in your life should you be grateful?  
 

Gospel:  How do you understand Jesus’ assertion: 
“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within you.”  
 
 
 
 

St. John the Baptist Parish 
Financial Report 

July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
 

The following is the financial report for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2021 along with the figures from the previous year.  
The members of the Finance Council are: Bill Fisk – Chair,  
Denis Noel, Neal Strong, Charlie Letourneau, Kevin Murphy. 
 

Revenue:        This Year   Last Year 
Offertory        $ 160,884      133,631 
Other              46,861       21,792 
Total Revenue         207,745     155,423 
 

Expenses:    
Compensation & Benefits      121,611         111,948 
Assessments                41,334        24,544 
Insurance, Services, Prof. Fees       17,850       15,786 
Supplies & Repairs          25,060       47,132 
Utilities             28,708      27,759 
Total Expenses         234,563     227,169 
 

Deficit from Parish 
Offertory and Other Income:     (26,818)     (71,746) 
 

Interest, dividends, 
capital gain distributions, 
and change in market value 
of portfolio:         568,220     89,854 
 

Increase in 
Parish Net Assets:             $ 541,402     18,108 


