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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 9/18-9/26 

 

Sat./Sun., 9/18-9/19 – Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Darlene Galipeau by Charlene & Gary Martin 
9:00 a.m. Laura Meehan (6th anniversary) by the Family 
11:00 a.m. Bob Flynn (20th anniversary) by the Family 
 

Monday, 9/20 – Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn and  
       Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, and Companions 

9:00 a.m. Father Michael DeMasi (birthday remembrance) 
 by the family of Henrietta Billow 
 

Tuesday, 9/21 – Saint Matthew 

9:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow by her adoring Family 
 

Wednesday, 9/22 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 

Thursday, 9/23 – Saint Pius of Pietrelcina 

9:00 a.m. For the intentions of newly ordained 
 Father Casey Weber by the Murphy Family 
 

Friday, 9/24 – Weekday 

No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 9/25-9/26 – Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Louise Gauthier by St. John’s Choir 
11:00 a.m. Faye Hardy (birthday remembrance) 
 by the McGean Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, 

and putting his arms around it, he said to them, 
“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, 

receives me; and whoever receives me, 
receives not me but the One who sent me.”  

- Mk 9:36-37  

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

There is something about being first. Whether it be first in 
line, first to be picked for the team, or the first one to finish 
their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos love 
being first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else, 
gives us a sense of pride and positions us to feel better than 
others. When we are first, we can glory in our efforts, skills, 
and achievements. Isn’t that what really matters? After all, 
we are taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay 
on top, be the best at what we do, and win the praise and 
esteem of others. This is the stuff that makes us successful 
and provides us with a comfortable, satisfying life. 
 

Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish over 
mean little to the kingdom of God. You want to be first? 
Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this is the 
opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious 
about following Jesus and living the Gospel, then we must 
put the needs of others before our own. If we continue to 
listen only to the noise of the world, we are going to 
continue to believe the illusions we inherit. Those illusions 
come in many forms, but all have things in common: me 
before you, being on top and not the bottom, us versus 
them, personal security over universal harmony and peace. 
When are we going to learn that always striving to be the 
best and first is an empty pursuit in our struggle for 
happiness? While satisfying our ego with this momentary 
boost of esteem may feel good for a moment, is it what we 
really desire? 
 

If we can break from the world’s noise and create a space of 
sacred silence in our lives, we can begin to listen and see 
that we are being called in another direction. What we really 
desire is not the bolstering of our egos but the innocence we 
lost somewhere along the way. When we can be playful, 
joyful, and even somewhat carefree, life is good. We want 
our relationships to work, a place to call home, and to live 
peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a servant 
can do this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach from self-
concern in order to be used by God. Rather than worrying 
about being first and coming out on top, we can be inspired, 
guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop 
worrying about being first and put greater energy into 
feeling joy. 
 
 

Sunday Summary 
 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20  Evildoers plot against the just one, 
scorning the idea that God will deliver him. 
Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6-8  God is the one who sustains and 
saves our lives. 
James 3:16-4:3  The spir it of peace breeds vir tue, and 
the spirit of conflict breeds wrongdoing. 
Mark 9:30-37  Greatness is proper ly defined as choosing 
to serve the rest. 

Readings for the week of September 19, 2021 
Sunday:    Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 
     3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 
Monday:    Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
     Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday:    Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9
     -13 
Wednesday:   Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8   
     [1b]/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday:   Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b  
     [cf. 4a]/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:    Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday:   Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13  
     [cf. 10d]/Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday:  Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/ 
     Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
 

©LPi  

 

“Nothing is so strong as gentleness,  
nothing so gentle as real strength.” 

 

~ Saint Francis de Sales 



 

 
 
 
 

Registration for Faith Formation, 
First Communion, and Confirmation 

 

Registration is now open for fall enrollment for Faith     
Formation, First Communion, and Confirmation.  Sacred 
Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist church programs 
are now merged at all levels. 
 

For grades 1 - 5 and children 3 - 6 years old, classes will 
meet Sundays after the 9:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart St. 
Francis from 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. beginning Sunday, 
September 26. 
 

Confirmation is for grades 6 through 8, and will meet 
twice a month on Sundays from 4:30 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.      
Classes began Sunday, August 29. 
 

Registration is online at https://sacredheartsaintfrancis.org/
registration-forms for both parishes.  You may register your 
family on one form.  We ask that a registration fee of $10 
per student or $25 per family be submitted.  Payment can be 
made in one of the following ways: 
 

 Online by clicking the donate button and choosing 
“Class Registration Fees” 

 In person on the first day of class 

 Mail to: Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Faith        
Formation Registration, 238 Main Street, Bennington, 
VT 05201 

 

Please contact Kathy Murphy or Mary Drew at 442-3141 
with any questions. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very excited to open a Level II Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd Atrium this fall, and we could use some 
help!  Our needs include: 
 

 A small low table for a prayer table 

 Bookshelves: units of three or four shelves at least 10” 
deep 

 School desks or small tables at which one or two     
children could work 

 Woodworkers who are willing to help create materials 
for us 

 We have a wish list of items to purchase if you would 
be interested in sponsoring one 

 And especially your prayers!  Any help with these 
needs would be greatly appreciated! 

 

Classes will meet after the Sunday 9:30 a.m. Masses       
beginning September 26.  If you know of anyone interested 
in Faith Formation, or could help us with our wish list, 
please contact Kathy Murphy at 442-3141. 

 

 
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

Do you know someone who is interested in joining the 
Catholic Church or has questions about our Catholic Faith?  
Someone who: 

 Has never been baptized? 

 Has been baptized, but is not a practicing Catholic? 

 Has been baptized, but never been confirmed? 

If you know of someone like this, please ask them if they 
would be interested in becoming a full member of our   
Catholic Church.  For more information, please contact 
Scott Murphy at 802-245-4990 or the SHSF parish office at 
442-3141.   
 

The starting date for this year’s class is October 17. 

 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Sodality 
 

Due to COVID numbers, the Ladies’ Sodality will not be 
able to hold their annual fundraiser, the October Bake Sale, 
this year.  If you wish to make a donation to this cause, 
kindly place your contribution in the offertory basket. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesdays from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 

“Through Mary the cause of our joy you discover that no 
where on earth are you more welcomed, no where on earth 
are you more loved, than by Jesus, living and truly present 
in the Most Blessed Sacrament… He is really there in     
Person waiting just for you.” –Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

 
 
 
 

Holy Cross Missions - Haiti Relief 
 

Thank you for your generosity to the Haiti Relief            
Collection.  A total of $1,641.00 was collected. 
 

 
 
 

 
FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on 
any device, including your computer, smartphone, and   
tablet with internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use 
parish code JHGX4D to discover entertaining movies,     
programs, talks, audio dramas, and e-books - just a click 
away! 


