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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 12/18-12/26 

 

Sat./Sun., 12/18-12/19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 
9:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow by her adoring Family 
11:00 a.m. Louise Gauthier by Kevin & Gayle Kees 
 

Monday, 12/20 – Late Advent Weekday 

 No Mass 
 

Tuesday, 12/21 – Saint Peter Canisius 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 
 Hank Riker by Ron, Rosemary & Molly Lindsey 
 

Wednesday, 12/22 – Late Advent Weekday 

 No Mass 
 

Thursday, 12/23 – Saint John of Canty 

9:00 a.m. Theresa DeMasi by Vicky & Julie 
 Desmond Rowley by Joan & Stephen Monroe 
 

Friday, 12/24 – Vigil of Christmas 

4:00 p.m. John Hogan (1st Anniversary)     
 by the Lindsey Family 
 

Saturday, 12/25 – Christmas: The Nativity of the Lord 

10:00 a.m. Lucille Austin by the Family 
 

Sunday, 12/26 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 
11:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow by Kevin & Gayle Kees 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of 

your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped 
for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken 

to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” - Lk 1:43-45  
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD  

Gospel Reflection 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through 
which Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a 
voice through which Christ speaks and a hand through 
which Christ helps.” As we look around and out at the 
world, we do not have to search too far before we come 
face to face with inequity and injustice. There is so much 
unfairness, prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want. The 
stories of human heartache, people being hurt, deprived of 
life’s necessities, loneliness, and sickness are far too 
commonplace. For many of the world’s ills, the vices of 
greed, lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are clearly among 
the more significant root causes. 
 
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all, 
God created this world, and one would hope that he would 
step up and take some measure of responsibility for it! Once 
we sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin to realize 
just how flawed it really is. God did take responsibility and 
God did fix the problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the 
divine solution to the world’s ills. It is not God who has 
shirked responsibility, we have. We are the ones who 
continually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, and 
securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use 
us. 
 
Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God 
to come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and 
believed. Having opened herself to being an instrument of 
the Divine, God could use her as his mind, heart, voice, and 
hand. She became God’s vessel so that God’s greatness 
could reach the ends of the earth and peace could come 
upon the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you 
and me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ 
came into the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, 
and herald of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did 
Mary, that what has been spoken to us by the Lord will be 
fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the Christians we 
claim to be. What a difference it would make if every 
person who professed to be Christian truly understood that 
their one and only vocation is to be God’s instrument. What 
a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be. 
                  ©LPi 

 
 

Sunday Summary 

Micah 5:1-4a  The one who is coming will be peace to 
the ends of the Earth. 

Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19  God will make the strong 
one come with saving help to protect us. 

Hebrews 10:5-10  Chr ist came into the wor ld to do the 
will of the One who sent him. 

Luke 1:39-45  Mary meets Elizabeth, and the faithful 
mothers share their good news.  
 

Readings for the week of December 19, 2021 

Sunday:    Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/  
     Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-4  
Monday:    Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c  
     and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38  
Tuesday:    Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3,   
     11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-4  
Wednesday:   1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd  
     [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56  
Thursday:   Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 
     14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66  
Friday:    Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29  
     [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Mt 1:1-25 or  
     1:18-25  
Saturday:   Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/
     Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
Next Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/ 
     Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52  
©LPi  

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 
let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word 

of kindness to every person we encounter, 
for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.” 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

O Come Join Us! 

Sacred Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist 

Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 19 - 3:00 PM 

at Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 
 

All are Welcome! 
&  

The event will be livestreamed  
on the SHSF Parish Website. 

 

Featuring the talented youth of our parishes! 
(ages six and up)  

 

Parish Office Hours 

Reminder: Saint John’s Parish Office is now open from  
 9am to 12pm (noon), Monday ~ Friday. 

Join us for a Zoom Adult Enrichment on 
 

Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life 
 

by Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison & Henri Nouwen 
 

Dates & Times are as follows: 
(Please read following pages before each.) 

 
Jan 10, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 1-43 

Jan 24, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 47-84 

Jan 31, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 87-127 

Feb 7, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 129-137 
 

Please register through the Zoom registration link: 
https://tinyurl.com/fwk2vh44 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing  
information about joining the meeting. Consider attending as many 
sessions as you can. 
 

Books will be available at The Bennington Bookshop at the            
discounted price of $12.80.  If all of these are sold, additional       
participants can order them for $16. 
 

For more information, contact facilitator Wilma Ann Johnson 
at:  johnsonwa7@msn.com or 802-681-7290  

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 
 

St. John the Baptist 
 

 

Christmas Eve - Friday, Dec. 24 

4:00 p.m. 
Music with the Gospel Group 

 

Christmas Day - Saturday, Dec. 25 

10:00 a.m. 
Music with the Choir 

 
 
 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales 
 

 

Christmas Eve - Friday, Dec. 24 

4:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
Midnight 

Christmas Day - Saturday, Dec. 25 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Music for all masses led by Parish Cantors and  
accompanied by Pipe Organ and Chimes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The primary goal of the Christ Our Hope campaign has 
always been building vibrant parishes.  Due to mail delays, 
the diocese has decided parishes will receive an 80%    
distribution of any new gifts or pledges made to the     
campaign beginning this month and moving forward (not 
just December).  Since this is a three-year pledge period, 
parishioners can make a gift any time until the end of the 
three years and the parish will receive 80% of the         
distribution.  The additional 20% boost will help many of 
us reach at least one of our goals. Please consider a gift if 
you have not yet done so.  To make an online gift, visit: 
https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate 

 
Father Bob and Father Hugh would like to thank 
everyone who has supported our church through 

your contributions to this campaign! 
 

UPDATE 

St. John's received a matching $1000 grant for an online  
campaign pledge of $1000 or more made on Monday,  
December 6th.  Thank you for your support and very   
generous donation!   

https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate

