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        Mass Intentions 
And Liturgical Celebrations for 12/25-1/2 

 

Saturday, 12/25 – Christmas: The Nativity of the Lord 

10:00 a.m. Lucille Austin by the Family 
 

Sunday, 12/26 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 
11:00 a.m. Henrietta Billow by Kevin & Gayle Kees 
 

Monday, 12/27 – Saint John 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Ian Crank  
 by Joan & Stephen Monroe 
 

Tuesday, 12/28 – The Holy Innocents 

9:00 a.m. Mark Lindsey by Melinda, Ashley & Molly 
 

Wednesday, 12/29 – Saint Thomas Becket 

9:00 a.m. John Andrews by Alba DeLeon 
 

Thursday, 12/30 – Sixth Day within the Octave of the  
       Nativity of the Lord 

9:00 a.m. Betty Riley by Joe & Peg Crossman 
 

Friday, 12/31 – Saint Sylvester  

 No Mass 
 

Sat./Sun., 1/1-1/2 – The Epiphany of the Lord 

5:30 p.m. Alice Young by Anne Ransom 
9:00 a.m. Maureen Higgins by the Family 
11:00 a.m. Louise & Frank Rohm and  
 Hugo & Jeanne Endres by the Family 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Gospel Reflection 
Encouraging a deeper understanding of scripture. 

December 26, 2021 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is 
true not only of our families of origin, the current family of 
which we are a part, the family of our Church, our society, 
and our global family as well. Everything human can be 
found in family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful 
life-giving successes as well as painful spirit-robbing 
abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are 
usually connected with the experience of family. Our needs, 
experiences, and unresolved baggage often color what we 
bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to our 
level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we 
become, and what prejudices we believe. 
 
In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to 
remember that it is not only by human effort that we 
negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives. 
There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the 
human effort can create quite a mess and easily destroy 
lives. This is true of any family with which we are 
associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help 
us understand that there is a Divine Story being told as well. 
It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, 
determination in the face of despair, healing when we see 
nothing but wounds, and light where there is darkness. 
 
Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, 
restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never be free 
from the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never 
be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope 
Francis tells us that the “light which comes from the Holy 
Family encourages us to offer human warmth to other 
families.” While this is most certainly true, we can only 
really begin to do this when we realize that we are still 
works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and sins of 
our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually 
unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered and 
radiated warmth because they knew they were not alone. 
We can too. 
                  ©LPi 

 
 

Sunday Summary 

Isaiah 60:1-6  God’s glory shines on Jerusalem, and God’s 
people are radiant with the vision. 

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13  Kings of every nation 
pay tribute to the true God of Israel. 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6  The mystery of the generations is 
revealed for a new age of promise. 

Matthew 2:1-12  Herod is troubled at the news of a new 
king that makes other nations take notice.  
 

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021 

Sunday:    1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10  
     [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
Monday:    1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/  
     Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Tuesday:    1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/ 
     Mt 2:13-18  
Wednesday:   1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/ 
     Lk 2:22-35  
Thursday:   1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/ 
     Lk 2:36-40  
Friday:    1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/ 
     Jn 1:1-18  
Saturday:   Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/   
     Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
Next Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13   
     [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
©LPi  

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 
let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word 

of kindness to every person we encounter, 
for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Update on Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

A heartfelt Thank You to all who have 
donated to our new Level 2 Atrium, and 
most especially to those who have been 
keeping our Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd program in your prayers. The 
year is off to a wonderful start!  Since we 
now have two atria, we are calling 
them The Good Shepherd Atrium (level 

1) and The True Vine Atrium (level 2). 

In these first weeks, the children in The True Vine Atrium have been 
contemplating the awesome History of the Kingdom of God! 

We began by presenting a very, very long ribbon (la fettucia), to help us 
“visualize” how much time and loving care God took in His work of   
creation, preparing such a beautiful home for humankind with          
everything that we need, and eventually giving us the ultimate Gift of 
His own Son. Unwinding this LONG ribbon and reflecting on billions of 
years past and the marvel of creation, it is hard not to feel awe and 
gratitude, considering that the God of this vast universe chose to create 
each of us, as part of His loving plan. 

In a later week, we introduced the large Unity Strip (also called the Blue 
Strip), which helped us to ponder again on the unity and vastness of this 
great plan, conceived in the mind of God from all eternity. The Unity 
Strip includes more details to reflect on, including our own “Blank 
Page.” This is the page that each of us are writing daily, together with 
God, as we help to spread the light of Christ and build up His kingdom in 
the world.   We have a “mute” strip in the Atrium that is the same size 
as the Unity Strip, so the children can place images and text in           
sequence, as they consider the unfolding of salvation history. 

These various presentations have focused particularly on three key 
“moments”:  Creation - when God brought everything into being, and 
guided the growth of this great work, culminating in the creation of 
humans, made in His image and likeness; Redemption - the time that 
began with the coming of Christ, and continues to this very 
day; Parousia - the joyfully hoped-for time that will begin with Christ’s 
Second Coming when God will be all in all, and there will be no more 
sadness or death, and all creation will be made new in God’s Kingdom 
without end. 

There is a lovely tradition in CGS Level 2 - the names of each child who 
will be receiving the sacraments in the spring are written out             
individually: these names are kept on or near the prayer table so we can 
all remember them in prayer during their time of preparation. After they 
have received the sacraments, their names are kept in a little chest on 
the prayer table. They are kept there forever, even after they move on 
to Level 3 and beyond.  

 

 
 

 
 

Lectors Needed! 

There is a need for lectors for the 11:00 Sunday Mass. If you 

would like to become part of this vital ministry, please    

contact Margy Boulet at 802-442-3434 or through email: 

margyb46@yahoo.com.   

Closed 
In accordance with Diocesan policy, all parish offices will 
be closed beginning noon on Friday, December 24 and will 
reopen on Monday, January 3, 2022. 

Join us for a Zoom Adult Enrichment on 
 

Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life 
 

by Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison & Henri Nouwen 
 

Dates & Times are as follows: 
(Please read following pages before each.) 

 
Jan 10, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 1-43 

Jan 24, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 47-84 

Jan 31, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 87-127 

Feb 7, 2022 10:30 AM - 12 Noon Read pp 129-137 
 

Please register through the Zoom registration link: 
https://tinyurl.com/fwk2vh44 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing  
information about joining the meeting. Consider attending as many 
sessions as you can. 
 

Books will be available at The Bennington Bookshop at the            
discounted price of $12.80.  If all of these are sold, additional       
participants can order them for $16. 
 

For more information, contact facilitator Wilma Ann Johnson 
at:  johnsonwa7@msn.com or 802-681-7290  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capital Campaign 

As we wrap up our Christ Our Hope campaign this month, 
80% (instead of 60%) of new pledges and gifts made in 
December (and going forward) will go directly back to the 
parishes to support our goals and 20% will be split evenly 
between faith formation and emergency aid.  The primary 
goal of the campaign has always been building vibrant 
parishes and this additional 20% boost will help many of 
us reach at least one of our goals. Please consider a gift if 
you have not yet done so.  To make an online gift, visit: 
https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate 

https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate

